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10 Syrians rescued after ship sinks 

NICOSIA (AP) — British Royal Air Force and 
Cyprus police hehcopters earned out a joint rescue 
operatton on Dtesday to retrieve 10 sailoti who aban- 
doned a carago ship sinking off the coasL The Belise 

I was reported sinking 
48 kilometres south of Cape Akrotiri. the Cyprus Res 
-cue tojdination Centre reported, a centre official 
sad the 10 Synan crew members, who abandoned the 
ship in lifeboats, were all brought to shore by the heli- 
copter. “All crewmen have been flown to Paphos 
hospital m west Cyprus and all are reported safe.” said 
Mervyn Wynne Jones, spokesman for the British 
bases on the island. The ship left Cyprus’ Limassol 
harbour on Monday night bound for Turkey, devel- 
oped engine trouble and started sinking, the crew told 
police in Paphos. 
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Iraq seeks end to oil-for-food plan 

NEW DELHI (R) — Iraqi Oil Minister Amir Rasheed 
Tuesday called for an end to the U.N. oil-f^i-fond 
plan and asked the United Nations to lift ii> trade" 
embargo. “This should be the last phase [of the plan] 
and the Security Council should admit dial Iraq has 
fulfilled its obligations, so Iraq could go about normal 
export of oil without the restrictions which are now in 
place,” Rasheed told Reuters in an interview. Rasheed 
was in New Delhi to attend the lndia-Iraq Joint Com- 
mission, which met Monday after a gap of 10 years to 
discuss avenues for trade and industrial joint ventures. 
“The oil-for-food deal imposes restrictions on our 
export of oil. When we say there is no fifth phase that 
means we export freely and we are able to satisfy our 
friends,'* he said. 
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In meeting with union members 

Regent underlines need for 
translating slogans into action 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, the Regent, 
Tuesday called for contin- 
ued cooperation and con- 
sultation among civil soci- 
ety institutions and under- 
lined the need for translat- 
ing slogans into action. 

The Regent was address- 
ing a meeting of members 
of the Council of Profes- 
sional Associations and 
members of the Federation 
of the Jordanian Labour 
Unions in the presence of 
Prime Minister Fayez 
Tarawneh, Royal Court 
Chief Jawad Anani' and 
Minister of Information 
Nasser Judeh. 

“We are meeting here to 
reaffirm the need for active 
and responsible participa- 
tion of all concerned parties 
in development pro- 
grammes and finding solu- 
tions for problems that are 
facing us.” 

Stressing the fact that all 
- are partners in shouldering 
responsibility and working 
as a team. Prince Hassan 
si8d political parties have a 
Mac role to play, one that 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, the Regent, is Ranked by heads of professional 
and labour unions after a meeting at the Royal Court on Tuesday (Photo by Boghos) 


requires support. Unions 
also have a basic role to 
play in the construction of 
the civic society and the 
state of law. 

The Regent underlined 
the need for continued dia- 


logue among various sec- 
tors in implementing His 
Majesty King Hussein’s 
directives as contained in 
the letter of designation to 
the new government. 

He stressed the impor- 


tance of continued consul- 
tations among the various 
state's institutions in a man- 
ner that would not leave 
some departments isolated 
from others. 

. According to Prince Has- 


san, negative attitudes 
should not persist but rather 
addressed through national 
dialogue which aims at 
reforms, emphasising the 
need for working in a clear 
and transparent approach 
and through methods that 
aim at the common good. 

Thanking the unions for 
the cole they had played in 
the past. Prince Hassan 
called for developing the 
work and performance of 
these unions which, he said, 
should define future visions 
and should contribute 
towards the development of 
the state's institutions. 

The Regent urged the 
unions to give due attention 
in promoting their profes- 
sions and upgrading the 
efficiency of their mem- 
bers. 

Speaking at the meeting. 
Tarawneh pledged that the 
government will be totally 
committed to implementing 
the King's directives as 
contained in the letter of 
designation, stressing the 
government's intention to 
maintain dialogue with the 
unions. 


Clinton urges Yeltsin not to let reforms slip 


• MOSCOW (R) — U.S. 
President Bill Clinton 
urged Kremlin chief Boris 
Yeltsin Tuesday not to turn 
his back on post-Soviet 
market reforms in his des- 
perate effort to dig Russia 
out of crisis in the face of 
bitter Communist hostility. 

But, on the first of a two- 
day summit overshadowed 
by Moscow's slide into 
political and financial 
chaos, the Russian presi- 
dent and his would-be 
prime minister said a return 
to some state economic 
controls might be needed 
and hinted at policies that 
analysts say could reignite 
once-rampant inflation. 

“You can build a prosper- 
ous future if you stand 
strong and complete, not 
ran from but complete, the 
transformation you began 
steven years ago,” Clinton 
said in a speech to students. 
He warned against a return 
to “failed policies of the 
past.” 

“There wfll be no going 
back on reform,” Yeltsin, 
quoted by his press service, 
assured Clinton after greet- 
ing die ally he calls “my 
friend Bill” with a bear-hug 
in the Kre mlin . 

But ominously for West- 
ern leaders keen on Russia 
joining the world economy, 
he said: “Naturally, in cer- 
tain situations, there could 
be some tactical adjust- 
ments to this course, 
including in terms of 
strengthening the state role 
in the economy.” 

Clinton, using the long- 
planned first U.S.-Russia 


summit for 1 8 months, 
found himself leading a 
chorus of Western leaders 
in pleading with Russia to 
put its house in order 
before it does even more 
damage to their own 
economies and financial 
markets. 

But, like others who have 
seen the future of credits 
and investments called into 
question by the collapse of 
tiie rouble and Russian 
government finances in the 
past few weeks, Clinton 
had no new money to put 
on the table to help Yeltsin 
out. 

“Right now money isn’t 
the answer,” a Clinton aide 
said. 

Russia accounts for just 
three per cent of the world 
economy but it possesses 
the second nuclear arsenal 
on the planet. 

The Communist-led par- 
liament's rejection Monday 
of Yeltsin's nominee for 
prime minister, Viktor 
Chernomyrdin, and its bid 
to oust Russia's first post- 
Soviet president himself 
fuelled sharp sell-offs on 
Wall Street and other mar- 
kets. 

Clinton said despite the 
slump U.S. economic poli- 
cy was fundamentally 
sound and he would stick 
to a tight budgeL 

And he rammed home the 
message that only similar 
democratic, market reforms 

— no matter how painful 

— would persuade 
investors to support Russia, 
too. He stressed that was 
not “an American agenda” 



Russian President Boris Yeltsin shows U.S. President Bill Clinton the original stars-and- 
s tripes flag presented by a U.S. congressional delegation to a group of Russian mer- 
chants in 1866 before Tuesday's talks at the Kremlin (EPA photo ) 


but “imperatives of the 
global marketplace ” 

“I do not believe there are 
any painless solutions," he 
said in remarks seemingly 
aimed at Chernomyrdin, a 
former Soviet gas monop- 
oly boss who has offered 
major concessions to the 
left 

The concessions have so 
far done Chernomyrdin lit- 
tle good as the Communists 
who dominate the State 
Duma, lower house, reiter- 
ated their determination to 
prevent him from forming a 
new government He was 
previously premier for five 


years until Yeltsin dropped 
him in March for the 
youthful Sergei Kiriyenko. 

As Clinton spoke, Cher- 
nomyrdin was saying he 
would go ahead, despite his 
rejection by the Duma on 
Monday, with forming an 
interim cabinet that would 
restore and control a mar- 
ket in the rouble and pre- 
serving the value of peo- 
ple’s bank accounts. 

Some economists say 
Chernomyrdin's pledges to 
guarantee every rouble held 
in banks could mean sim- 
ply printing money. 

For all tiie grim setting 


for their fourth formal sum- 
mit in five years, the “Boris 
and Bill” double-act, which 
has been the keystone of 
post-cold war diplomacy, 
still found a spark. 

Yeltsin had Clinton rock- 
ing with laughter as he 
greeted him at the Kremlin 
before handing him a copy 
of a stars-and-stripes flag 
first presented to a group of 
Russian merchants in 1866. 

“Bill Clinton and 1 are 
friends,” Itar-Tass news 
agency quoted Yeltsin as 
saying shortly before the 

(Continued on page 3) 


Iran’s elite forces begin manoeuvres near Afghan border 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Some 70,000 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards 
began unprecedented exercises near 
the Afghan border Tuesday as the 
foreign ministry warned the Tale- 
ban over the fate of Iranian diplo- 
mats held by the Islamic militia in 
Afghanistan. 

The three-day manoeuvres, code 
named Asbura-3, are the largest 
exercises ever held in eastern Iran 
bordering Afghanistan and cover a 
600-square-Jdlometre area from 
Turbat-e-Jam to Khaf in eastern 
Khorasan province. 

The manoeuvres are aimed at 
boosting the elite force's “defence 
and deterrent capabilities in the 


wake of new security demands and 
to ensure a rapid movement and 
intervention of the forces.” Iran's 
official news agency IRNA said, 
citing military officials. 

The exercises also seek to 
“enhance expertise in the deploy- 
ment of sophisticated equipment 
and weaponry in mountainous 
regions” of eastern Iran. 

Air, ground and volunteer units of 
the Revolutionary Guards are par- 
ticipating in Ashura-3, named after 
the day when seventh century Shiite 
Muslim leader Imam Hussein was 
killed in battle against so-called 
‘infidels.” 

The manoeuvres, well-publicised 


in advance, come amid rising ten- 
sion with the Taleban over the hard- 
line militia’s seizure of nearly all of 
Afghanistan, where Iran has tradi- 
tionally commanded political and 
cultural influence. 

Tehran has voiced fears of possi- 
ble security threats from the Tale- 
ban rule in the neighbouring coun- 
try. and accused the militia of 
engaging in drag trafficking to 
Europe via Iranian territory. 

Brigadier General Mohammad 
Ali Jafari, the commander of the 
guards’ ground forces, said Iran’s 
supreme leader and chief comman- 
der of the armed forces. Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei, had ordered the 


exercises following the escalation 
of fighting in Afghanistan. 

“We will suppress any acts of 
banditry and possible aggression by 
the Taleban” he said, quoted by 
IRNA. “This manoeuvre is a warn- 
ing to those elements who disturb 
security in the region.” 

Jafari underscored the “threat” 
posed by the Sunni Muslim Tale- 
ban to the Shiite minority in 
Afghanistan. “Given the Taieban’s 
animosity towards the Shiites, we 
have to pay close attention to possi- 
ble threats from or acts of banditry' 
from this group against our eastern 

(Continued on page 3) 


Judeh: Anti-corruption squad 
saved treasury JD40m 


AMMAN (Pena) — The 
Anti-Corruption Department, 
established in 1996, has saved 
the treasury JD40 million 
until June of this year by 
investigating 605 corruption 
cases and referring 336 peo- 
ple charged with corruption to 
court, according to Informa- 
tion Minister Nasser Judeh. 

Speaking to journalists at a 
regular press briefing, Judeh 
said the department dealt with 
131 corruption cases in 1996, 
304 cases in 1997 and 170 
cases between January 1 and 
the end of June this year. As a 
result of these measures, the 
minister said, the department 
has saved the state's treasury 
JD40 million. 

According to Judeh, the 
department discovered and 
dealt with numerous cases of 
corruption last May and June 
involving employees working 
for the public sector in addi- 
tion to cases connected with 
smuggling weapons, embez- 
zlement and forgery. Alto- 
gether, 13 people suspected 
of involvement in these cases 
have so far been referred to 


the public prosecutor, Judeh 
said. 

He pointed in particular to a 
case in which a local compa- 
ny Died to smuggle half a mil- 
lion dollars worth of garments 
from the Zarqa Free Zone 
claiming it planned to ship the 
garments abroad. 

Judeh said the company 
was found to have unloaded 
the garments in Amman and 
substituted the merchandise 
with other goods. 

In another case, an accoun- 
tant at Jordan Telecommuni- 
cations Company was found 
to have embezzled large sums 
of money by manipulating 
customer bills. 

The minister said the 
accountant used to receive the 
money from the public and 
register die bills on the 
accounts of official depart- 
ments which do not pay for 
the calls. 

He said a committee was set 
up to conduct investigations 
and discovered that between 
1995 and 1998 the accoun- 
tant . who had some accom- 
plices working with him. 


pocketed JD400.000. 

In the field of health, Judeh 
said, the department has 
seized, a large amount of 
drugs which were illegally 
sold in the local markets and a 
machine for pricing drugs that 
was found in one of the phar- 
macies of Sweiieh. Drags are 
distributed already priced by 
the Ministry of Health. 

Other seizures by the 
department, said Judeh. 
included artefacts, mosaics, 
a metal detector, forged pass- 
ports with visas for European 
countries, counterfeit LIS. 
dollars and f caged cheques, 
among other items. 

He said people involved in 
these cases were Jordanian 
nationals and citizens from 
Arab and foreign countries. 

Smuggled items, he said, 
included telephone sets, 
receivers, facsimile machines, 
batteries, 1,000 watches and 
around 2 million Saudi riyals. 

Judeh said the smuggled 
items were seized in coopera- 
tion with the Customs 
Department. 


In opening speech of 6th National Science Week 

Regent highlights importance of 
developing national human resources 


By Fairouz Abu-Ghazaleh 
and 

Mohammad Ben Hussein 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The develop- 
ment of human resources, a 
very vital issue for all soci- 
eties, is of particular signif- 
icance to Jordan, a country 
with limited natural 
resources. His Royal High- 
ness Crown Prince Hassan, 
the Regent said on Tues- 
day. 

In a speech delivered on 
his behalf by Minister of 
Water and Energy Hani 
Mulki during the opening 
ceremony of the Sixth 
National Science Week 
organised by the Higher 
Council for Science and 
Technology (HCST). the 
Regent said the responsi- 
bility of developing human 
resources is that of all sec- 
tors of the society. 

“Education and labour 
sectors are. together, 
responsible for human 
resource development.” the 
Regent said. 

Deputising for the Crown 
Prince, His Royal High- 
Dess Prince Faisal attended 
the opening ceremony. 

The Crown Prince, chair- 
person of the HCST, also 
stressed that national secu- 
rity cannot be attained 
through economic progress 
only, but should be accom- 
panied by achievements on 


the social and human levels 
and reflected in better stan- 
dards for the people. 

“It is very important for 
us to remember that human 
resource development is 
not only an economic 
necessity, but a social and 
human obligation as well,” 
he said. 

'Riming to unemploy- 
ment — estunated official- 
ly at 15 per cent — the 
Crown Prince said 
although unemployment is 
an economic problem, edu- 
cation plays a very vital 
role in combating the prob- 
lem. 

He proposed different 
measures for enhancing the 
role of education in reduc- 
ing the soaring number of 
jobless, such as developing 
educational policies, voca- 
tional training, public 
examinations and minimis- 
ing the number of admis- 
sions to higher education. 
He also proposed coordi- 
nation between vocational 
education at community 
colleges and the demands 
of the labour market, as 
well as increasing public 
awareness and encourag- 
ing people to accept avail- 
able job opportunities. 

The Crown Prince also 
called for developing the 
local labour market in 
order to gradually phase 
out foreign labour. 

“Organising the foreign 


labour force is an impor- 
tant issue in fighting unem- 
ployment,” he said. “It is 
not sensible to host more 
than 300,000 foreign work- 
ers and then complain that 
we have 200,000 unem- 
ployed Jordanians.” 

Around 200 participants, 
representing 90 institutions 
from the public and private 
sector as well as NGOs and 
members of regional and 
international organisations 
are taking part in the four- 
day conference entitled “A 
Strategy for Developing 
Human Resources.” 

The conference will 
focus on three main areas: 
the educational system, 
managing and funding 
human resource develop- 
ment and organising the 
labour market and industri- 
al policies and planning. 

The event is organised by 
the general secretariat of 
the HCST, the Royal Sci- 
entific Society, the Nation- 
al Council for Human 
Resource Development 
and the Armed Forces. 

The recommendations of 
the conference will be 
implemented in the 
upcoming “National 
Employment Conference,” 
which is scheduled to take 
place later this month, 
according to head of the 
National Council for 
Human Resource Develop- 
ment, Munther Masri. 


Qoureia: Contacts with Israel 
continue, but no agreement yet 


Agencies 

DESPITE DISAGREE- 
MENTS over a West Bank 
troop withdrawal, Israel and 
the Palestinians have not 
broken off their secret talks, 
a Palestinian negotiator said 
Tuesday. 

U.S. mediators told Pales- 
tinian President Yasser 
Arafat earlier this month he 
could not hope for high- 
profile U.S. involvement 
and that the Palestinians 
must negotiate with Israel 
directly. 

The low-key talks have 
been conducted by the 
speaker of the Palestinian 
Legislative Council, Ahmad 
Qoureia, and Yitzhak Mol- 
cho, an attorney and confi- 
dant of Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Qoureia said Tuesday that 


many differences remained. 
‘There are contacts, but 
there is no agreement,” 
Qoureia told the Associated 
Press. 

The basis for the negotia- 
tions is a U.S. proposal that 
Israel withdraw from 13 per 
cent of the West Bank. The 
Palestinians have agreed to 
the plan, while Israel initial- 
ly said handing over 13 per 
cent would endanger 
Israel's security. 

However, earlier this 
month, Israel for the first 
time agreed in writing to a 
13 per cent pullback, with 
several conditions attached. 
Excerpts from the docu- 
ment Molcho handed to 
Qoureia were published 
Monday in the Yediot 
Ahronor daily. 

The document appeared 
to contradict assurances 


Netanyahu reportedly gave 
to hardline cabinet mini ster 
Limor Livnat last month 
that Israel had not commit- 
ted itself to 13 per cent in 
writing. Netanyahu aides 
were quoted as playing 
down the document, saying 
it was an unsigned working 
paper. 

A key sticking point is 
Israel's demand t ha t three 
per cent of the land be 
declared a nature reserve in 
which Palestinians, will not 
be allowed to build Overall 
control over security would 
remain in Israeli hands. 

The Palestinians have not 
objected to land use restric- 
tions in principle, but want 
assurances that in the future 
they will take full control of 
areas designated nature 

(Continued on page 3) 
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‘No evidence of chemical 

weapons exposure in Gulf’ 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A 
U.S. Senate committee report 
concludes there is no evidence 
to support die theory that U.S. 
soldiers who fought in the 
Gulf war and then became 
mysteriously ill were exposed 
to nerve gas. 

“We have found nothing to 
show that the illnesses are 
related to chemicals.” said a 
Senate Veterans Affairs Cbm- • 
mi nee official who spoke late 
Monday on condition of 
anonymity. 

The panel planned to make 
the study public Tuesday. 

The bipartisan report, pre- 
pared over the last year, backs 
the military's long-held asser- 
tion that chemical weapons 
were not to blame for the ill- 


nesses. 

But it is highly critical of a 
Pentagon conclusion last year 
that up to 100.000 soldiers 
were exposed to low doses of 
nerve gases released in the 
demolition of an Iraqi ammu- 
nition depot in March 1991. 
days after the war had ended 
That report said the doses were 
too small to have caused any 
sustained health problems, but 
it marked the first official 
acknowledgement that there 
was any exposure at ail. 

The Senate report argues 
there is no hard evidence to 
back the report's conclusions. 
It says the Pentagon, working 
with' the CIA. "relied on a 
flawed computer mode! to 
recreate the exposure levels 


and assumed a worst-case sce- 
nario. 

“There is insufficient evi- 
dence at this time to prove or 
disprove that there was actual 
low-level exposure of any 
troops to chemical weapon 
nerve agents or that any of the 
health effects some veterans 
are experiencing were cause 
by such exposure,” Tuesday’s 
editions of The Washington 
Post quoted the report as say- 
ing. 

The source added to The 
Associated Press: “We think 
that the Pentagon may have 
overreacted based on the evi- 
dence it had" The Senate 
report concludes that there is 
just one case where there is 
hard evidence of chemical 


exposure — that of Army Pfc. 
David Fisher, who was 
exposed to mustard liquid in 
March 1991. 

Ironically, the Senate study 
backs up tire Pentagon's origi- 
nal and long-held position that 
U.S. troops were not exposed 
to chemical weapons during 
the Gulf war. despite the mys- 
terious illnesses many soldiers 
suffered 

After five years of denials, 
the Defence Department 
repeated in the summer of 
1996 that Americans were 
exposed to chemical fallout 

Initially, the department esti- 
mated that 20.000 troops were 
exposed but that estimate 
climbed in subsequent 
months. 


Civilian, soldier wounded in Lebanon 

RASHAYA (AFP) — An Israeli soldier and a Lebanese woman 
were wounded during separate anacks Tuesday in southern 
Lebanon, military and police officials stud The soldier was slight- 
ly wounded by mortar fire Tuesday as his unit patrolled the Israeli- 
controlled buffer zone in south Lebanon, an Israeli army spokes- 
woman said Police said a woman was wounded Tuesday by 
Israeli shelling of a village in the western Bekaa region in south- 
eastern Lebanon. Fatimah Hijazi. 45, was wounded when a rock- 
et landed near her home as Israel shelled the village of Mashghara 
in the western Bekaa region in southeastern Lebanon. 

Monitors condemn Israel, Lebanese guerrillas 

TYRE (R) — The group monitoring the Israeli-Lebanese con- 
flict in south Lebanon accused both sides on Tuesday of vio- 
lating a 1996 ceasefire agreement that bars attacks on civilians. 
The monitoring group, which has Israeli, Lebanese. Syrian. 
French and American members, called on both sides to observe 
the agreement, which prohibits firing from civilian areas or target- 
ing Chilians. Israel and Lebanese guerrillas were each blamed for 
four incidents which the group said violated the ceasefire. The 
violations included the firing of rounds by Israeli troops and 
“those cooperating with them" which wounded six civilians and 
caused property damage in die areas of Ain-Ettine and Machghara 
on August 25. The monitoring group also condemned a Katyusha 
rocket attack into northern Israeli by Lebanese guerrillas which 
took place on the same day. It said 17 civilians w ere wounded in 
the rocket barrage which was claimed by HizboUah. 

Iraqi VP visits bombed Sudan plant 

KHARTOUM (R ) — Iraq's Vice President Taha Yassin Ramadan 
on Tuesday started a brief trip to Sudan with a visit to a medicine 
plant which the United States bombed last month. Sudanese stale 
television reported Ramadan, who arrived in the Sudanese capi- 
tal Khartoum on Monday, was shown around the demolished fac- 
tory by Sudan’s Minister of Health Mahdi Bobo Nimir. Ramadan 
said when asked to comment on the missile attack that Iraq's stand 
on American “hegemony” was well-known. Ramadan is due to 
travel from Sudan to South Africa to attend the 1 2th summit of the 
Non-Aligned Movement, which starts on Wednesday. 

Iran protests Iraq's support for Mujahedeen 

TEHRAN i AFP) — Iran has lodged a protest with the United 
Nations over Iraq’s support for the People’s Mujahedeen after 
the Iraq-based rebel group churned responsibility for the mur- 
der of a former prison chief. In a letter to U.N. Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan. Iran’s U.N. ambassador. Hadi Nejad Hus- 
selnian. said his country '‘holds Iraq accountable" for the 
Mujahedeen ’s cross-border raids and "their terrorist acts 
against Iranian nationals and the violation of Iran’s territorial 
integrity, "the official Iranian news agency IRNA reported 
Tuesday. “The Islamic Republic also protests the Iraqi govern- 
ment's assisting and sheltering the terrorists and facilitating 
their operations beyond our bonders," he said Nejad Hussein- 
ian noted the assassination on August 23 of former prison chier ' 
Assadollah Lajevardi by two Mujahedeen rebels. Two other I 
people were also killed in the operation claimed by the rebel 1 
group. 


Israel considers 
Palestinian’s appeal 
of longest detention 



TEL AVIV (AFP) — The 
Israeli Supreme Court will 
consider Tuesday the appeal 
of a Palestinian who has 
been held in administrative 
detention for a record of five 
years. 

Osama Barham. 36. of the 
West Bank village of Ramin, 
was arrested in 1993 after 
Israeli military authorities 
suspected him of being a key 
member in a Palestinian 
Islamist group. He has been 
held without trial since then. 

Barham says he was 
imprisoned on the basis of 
secret reports from Shin Bet, 
Israel’s domestic security 
service. 

His Israeli lawyer said he 


has not been allowed to sum- 
mon defence witnesses and 
that so far no court has estab- 
lished his guilt 

The military authorities 
can hold a suspect in admin- 
istrative detention for six- 
month periods which are 
renewable indefinitely. 

But the law says that “there 
must be reasonable grounds 
for the detention, to ensure 
public security or that of a 
defined geographical area." 

Barham, a former journal- 
ism student at the Islamic 
College in Hebron, earlier 
served seven years in Israeli 
prisons following a 1985 
conviction for illegal 
weapons possession. 


PROTESTS OVER MINISTRY'S CLOSURE: A Palestinian man riding his donkey passes by protesters Tues- 
day in the West Bank town of Hebron. Israeli authorities closed an office of the Palestinian ministry of supplies 
on August 31, prompting a sharp protest (AFP photo) 

Denktash attacks Greek Cypriots 
for rejecting confederation offer 


NICOSIA (R) — TVirkish 
Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash 
Tuesday attacked the Greek 
Cypriot-led government of 
Cyprus for immediately 
rejecting his proposal to bring 
the divided Mediterranean 
island into a confederation. 

“Without even seeing our 
proposal, thinking 'Oh my 
lord, don’t even consider it*, 
they said no,” Turkish Cypriot 
TAK news agency quoted 


Denktash as saying. 

Denktash Monday proposed 
a confederation of two .stales 
on Cyprus, drawing blunt 
rejections from Greece and 
the island's Greek Cypriot-led 
government. 

The Cyprus government 
dismissed the idea as an 
attempt to legalise and 
entrench division on the 
island, split since Turkey 
invaded in 1974 in response to 


a Greek Cypriot coup backed 
by Athens. 

“ft is absurd... to assume that 
it would ever be possible for 
something like this to be the 
basis of discussions." House 
Speaker Spyros Kyprianou, 
deputising for President Glaf- 
cos derides, told reporters. "It 
is categorically rejected." 

The international communi- 
ty regards the Greek Cypriot 
administration led by derides 


as the only government on 
Cyprus. Denktash's self- 
declared Turkish Cypriot stare 
is recognised only by Turkey. 

Greece said the confederal 
proposal would legitimise the 
Turkish invasion and subse- 
quent stationing of 30,000 
troops on the island. Turkey 
says its intervention was nec- 
essary to protect the ethnic 
Turkish minority during inter- 
communal fighting. 


Iran vows to fight U.S. radio station 


TEHRAN (AFP) —Tehran 
vowed Tuesday to fight a U.S. 
plan to establish a government 
radio station broadcasting into 
Iran from the Czech Republic. 

The proposed station, which 
was due to begin broadcasting 
Tuesday but has been delayed 
for sev eral weeks, “amounts to 
blatant interference in our inter- 
nal affairs and is in no way 
acceptable.” foreign ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 

Mohammadi said 

"Iran is closely watching the 
plan to set up the service and its 


programming contents rind will 
do all it can to block this anti- 
Iranian move.” he said quoted 
by newspapers. 

Mohammadi said Foreign 
Minister Kamal Kharazi had 
Issued instructions to Iranian 
diplomats abroad to explore 
ways to undercut the service, 
“which is agaiast international 
law and norms." 

Last week Iran said the pro- 
posed station was a ‘terrorist 
action by die U.S. government" 
and asked Czech authorities to 
block its establishment. 


The' Czech cabinet line 
Wednesday gave permission 
for the Rirsi-language service 
to start broadcasting from the 
station's Prague headquarters. 

Czech Foreign Secretary Jan 
Kavan sought to give assurance 
that the radio’s programmes 
would be balanced in content 
and not “unfriendly" towards 
Tehran. 

But Czech President Vaclav 
Havel has called for the station 
to be given total freedom in its 
programming and not to be 
placed under any kind of sur- 


' veillance by Czech authorities. 1 

The station, to be adminis- 
tered under the aegis of the 
United Stales Information 
Agency (US1 A), will be run by 
Radio Free Europe/Radio Lib- 
erty, a non-profit organisation 
funded by the U.S. Congress. 

Congress has earmarked $4 
mill ion to launch of the service, 
according to the Czech press. 

The US1A also plans to cre- 
ate a similar service to broad- 
cast into Iraq, although the 
Czech government has not yet 
approved die plan. 


Oil output from Yemeni 
field stopped by strike 


Iranian MP favours ‘moderate’ approach to U.S. 


TEHRAN f AFPi — A raiservative Iran- 
ian MP called Tuesday for the adoption of 
a moderate altitude towards the United 
States in a bid to help ease tension between 
the traditional archenemies. 

“We must act based on our national inter- 
ests. Now it’s the time to look at relations 
with America with moderation and see 
where our interests lie," said Mohammad 
Javad Larijani. vice president of the Iranian 


foreign 


parliamentary committee on foreign 
affairs. 

Larijani. a moderate conservative, 
acknowledged that Tehran and Washington 
"may not reach a conclusion on restoring 
ties." which were broken in 1 9S0 after Iran- 
ian radicals took the staff at the former U.S. 
embassy here hostage. 

"But die right thing to do is to rcach u bal- 
ance in relations with the U.S. covemmera 


and be able to understand ivliat kind of a 
behaviour to adopt in various aspects." he 
told the Engl Lsh-language daily Iran New s. 

"The Americans have apparently revised 
their past behaviour towards Iran. If this 
revision leads to a tempering of their past 
hostile stand against us. then a new suite of 
relations free of tension aui Like shape." he 
added. "Odtcrwi.se exchanges will be lim- 
ited to nice words." 


SANAA <R) — Oil output a: 
Yemen’s 170.000 barrels per 
day (bpdt Marib oilfields has 
stopped because of a labour 
strike, an oil ministry official 
said Tuesday. 

"The oil ministry confirms 
dial production from the Marib 
oilfields has stopped" the offi- 
cial from the oil and mineral 
resources ministry' told 
Reuters. 

Marib is operated by U.S. 
Hum Oil and Exxon Corp. 

More than 1.000 Yemeni oil 
workers went on strike Tues- 
day in a labour dispute with 
Hunt over health benefits, the 
Refinery and Oil Fields Gener- 
al Lalrour Union said in a state- 
ment. 

"The .strike is comprehensive 
including oil production fields, 
the nil refinery and the gas pro- 
duction unit." said one labour 
official. 

Tile oil ministry in Sanaa 
refused to comment on reports 


that the main export pipeline 
from Marib had been damaged 
by an explosion last week. 

Yemen produces around 
390.000 bpd of crude, the main 
source of government revenues 
for the poor Arab country. 

One oil ministry official said 
that the strike could harm the 
country's economy, already 
suffering from ailing world 
crude prices. 

'Tire liming of die strike is 
not convenient in view of the 
fall in world prices and the 
scheduled conference on gas 
and oil in Yemen at the end of 
this month." one ministry offi- 
cial said. 

But the union, in another 
■ statement Tuesday, called for 
the strike to continue until all 
its demands were met, includ- 
ing the release of four senior 
union officials, who the union 
■<ud were arrested Monday 
night for calling the strike. 


JORDAN TELEVISION 
Tel. 4773111-19 

PROGRAMME TWO 
15:10 "The Adventures of 
Teddy Ruxpin” 

15:30 Children's Programme 
— Halfway to Cross the 
Galaxy and Turn Left 

16:00 The Album Show 

17:00 Doc. — Ushuaia 

18:15 Sea Quest (Ep.IJ) 

19:00 Lc Journal 

19:15 Science Magazine — E=M6 

19:30 News headlines 

19:35 ...Comedy — Keeping 
Mum 

20:00 Doe. — Envoy Special 
Magazine 

20:30 Computer Chronicles 

21:10 KungFu 

22:00 News in English 

22 JO Chicago Hope 

23:59 Drama -Bugs I Ep.41 

01:00 End of T.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

04:46 Fajr 

06:06 (Sunrise)Duha 

12:35 Dhuhr 

16:11 *Asr 

! 19:05 Maghreb 

20:25 ‘Isha 

CHURCHES 

SL Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swafieh, Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church Tel. 
4632785 

St Joseph Church Tel. 
4624590 

Terra Sancta Church Tel. 
4622366 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


Anglican Church Tel. 
4624853/4624$ 1 1. 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 477 1 751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. 5865S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 56SS-HU 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 58 1 1 295 
Church of Jesus Christ of Lat- 
ter Day Saints Tel. 4654QJ2 
St John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church or the Annunciation 
TeL 4637440 

Greek Orthodox Church Tel. 
4646138 

Church of Presentation. Swci- 

Geh Tel. 592ni 46 

The Uniate Catholic Church 

TeL 4624757 

The English-Language 
Catholic Parish TeL 46J4190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 
4892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 
4628052 

The Armenian Catholic 
Church TeL 477 1 33 1 
The Armenian Orthodox 
Church TeL 4775261 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the 
Department of Meteorology 
Temperatures will continue to 
dip becoming around average 
with winds northwesterly 
active, in Aqaba, it will he hot. 


winds northerly moderate, 
and seas calm. 

Amman 20/32 

Aqaba 26/39 

Deserts 21/35 

Jordan Valley 25/3$ 

Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman 34. Aqaba 41 Humid- 
ity readings: Amman 24 per 
cent. Aqaba 28 per ccm. 

Following are the highest tem- 
peratures expected today in the 
following areas: 

Ajtoun 28 

Jcrash 34 

LmQays 33 

Madaha 33 

Petra 3o 

Dead Sea 40 


USEFUL 
TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 
NIGHT DUTY 

Dr. Mazcn Nbali 535W35 

Dr. Abdul Majid Sha'ir ..4391405 

Dr. Khalid M'addi ,-5661144 

Dr. Adrian Zaghloul 4JW8140 

Firas pharmacy 566 1912 

Al A.sema pharmacy 4637055 

A1 Salam pharmacy 4636730 
Yacoub pharmacy ...4644945 
Shmeisajoi pharmacy 4637660 

Nsiroukb pharmacy 4623672 

Najib pharmacy 5347632 

IRBID: 

Dr. All Shuqairi 7100069 


Al Quds pharmacy ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Watid Halaseh 9S2799 

Khalifeh pharmacy ...985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 4637 1 1 1 

Civil Defence Deportment 5661 1 1 1 
Civil Defence Immediate Res- 
cue 463034 1 

Civil Defence Emergency 199 

Rocixr Potior 1^2.4621 II 1.4037777 

Fire Brigade. .46 J 7 JO! 

Blood Bank 477512! 

Highway Police ,.5343402 

Traffic Police .4896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints 5605800 

Price ComplainLs 5661 176 

Way & Gnptets 4W467 

Amman Municipality Com- 

plaints 4787111 

Telephone Information (directo- 
ry assistance) 121 

Ovcncas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs ........... — .4623101 

AMali Tel. Repairs .5661 101 

Jordan Television 4773 1 1 1 

Radio Jordan 47741 1 1 

Water Authority .56SO 1 00 

J. Electricity Authority .58 15615 

Electric Power Co 4636381 

RJ Right Information 44-53200 
Queen Alia Iml. Airport ...44-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

The Arab Centre for Heart aid Spe- 


cial Siagciy 5921 1W 

Thclslannc-Ahclli .5666131/7 

Hussein Medic, d Cuiln: Td. 
5SS6S56 

Luzmila — .46301**5 

Khuiidi Maternity. 4t>U:S1/6 

Akileli Maternity. 4642441/2 

Jahal Amman Maternity 
4642.%2 

Malhas. J. Arm ruin .4036140 

Palestine, Shmcisnni ,...5607071 

Slimeisani Hospital 566*1 1 3 1 

University Hospital 5353444 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/** 

AJ-Allli. Abduli .5664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 4777101/3 

Al-Bashir. 1 4775111/26 

Army. Marka 489161 1/15 

Queen Alin Hospital 560224(v?0 

Antal Hospital 5674155 

ZARQA: 

Zurqu Govt. Ho.spiitti 

,|09i»i83323 

Zanqa National Hospital 

(noi9fx>56n 

Ibn Situ Hospital ifWW.86732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 

<09)WtWQ 

IRBID: 

Princess Bssnv.t Hospital 

(02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

(02/272275 

Ibn A! Nafcus Hospital 

(021247 HXJ 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital 
(03)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONA!. 
AIRPORT 

This iniormatinn is supplied 
by Royal Jordanian iRJ) infor- 
mation department at ihe 
Queen Alia International Air- 
port Tel. (44)53200 where* it 
should always be verified. 

I nfon nation on orher lliuhis 
are supplied on phone 44 
(52700) ..r 44153250). 

ARRIVALS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

07:30 Damascus i RJ * 

09:15 Muscat (add) (RJ) 

09:30 Jeddah <RJj 

09:45 Lamaca(RJ) 

10:15 Muscat (add! (RJ) 

10:20 Dubai. Abu Dliabi (RJ) 

10:45 Doha. Bahrain < KJ ) 

17:30 Madrid (RJ* 

18:05 Istanbul (KJ) 

18:40 .Brussels, Geneva i RJ ) 
1 9: 1 0 .. Loudon. Vienna t R J ) 
19:25 .Frankfurt. Berlin ( RJ ) 

19:25 Paris. Bilbao (RJ) 

19:25 .New York. Amsterdam (KJ) 
19:30 Dubai taddiiRJ) 

20:00 Rome (RJ) 

20:45 .Tunis (add) I RJ) 

23:20 Beirut tRJl 

01:05 Cairo (KJ) 

02:35 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 


FOR THE TRAVELLER Other Flights 


07:30 Riyadh udd) tSVi 

11:00 ..Sanaa. Hudaidah r IV I 

11:30 Kuwait (KU i 

12:05 Bahrain (add) tGFi 

12:30 Jeddah (SV i 

13:15 Cairo i.MS i 

14:10 Tunis (Tl-j 

*5:05 Vienna i QS ■ 

16:10 Duh.it, Abu Dhabi iCK» 

Algiers r AH* 

1 8:35 Karachi. Ahu Dhahr i PK » 

l S:4n Beirut iME> 

19:05 Frankfurt 1 1. Hi 

23*21! Istanbul i TK) 

-3:40 Amsterdam tKL) 

00:15 London (BA- 

02:25 ....Athens. Beirut tOA: 
05:15 Amalia i TKi 

Royal Wings (RW l 

10:20 Amman iQAIAi 

(Then proceeds to Marka Air- 
port; IRW) 

IHr(H) Aqaba (arriving at 

Marka Airport ) f R\V i 
19:20 Tel A'iv iQAIAi (R\\j 
23:50 Amman (Marka Air- 
port! |R\V 

DEPARTURES 

I-unuca iRJj 

11:45 Amsterdam. New V.irk iRJj 

*2*30 RnmuiRJj 

*2:30 Tunis t:idd) (RJ) 

1 -‘30 Dubai t add M.RJ i 

1“ : *^ Istanbul! Rj; 

*•^25 Londun t RJ i 

Beirut iRJ i 

Colombo i RJ) 


21:00 New Delhi (RJ) I 

21:10 Cairo (RJ) 

21:20 ...Dubai. Bombay (RJ) 

21:30 Riyadh (add) (RJ) 

21:50 Calcutta. Bangkok (RJ) 
22:05 Dubai. Muscat (add) (RJ) 

22:30 Bahrain iRJ) 

01:00 Sanaa (RJ) 

02:50 Dhahran (add) (RJ) 

Other Flights 

06:35 Lamaca (CY) 

07:30 Paris (AF) 

09:00 Riyadh (add) (SV) 

09:20 London (BA) 

11:30 Ta’iz. Sanaa (IY) 

12:45 Kuwait (KU) 

13:20 Bahrain (add) <GF) 

l-Mfl Jeddah (SV) 

14:15 Cairo (MS) 

1?:00 ..Bahrain. Muscat (GF) 

13:10 Tunis (TU) 

13:50 Vienna (OS) 

17:20 Sharjah (AH) 

17:20 Dubai (EK) 

20:00 Beirut l ME) 

20:30 Ahu Dhabi. Karachi (PK) 

23:55 Beirut (ME) 

00:40 Dama^nis.AjtsiejdanilKL) 
03:45 ....Beirut. Athens (0A) 

Royal Wings (RW) 

08:00 Aqaba (from j 

Marka Airport (RW) 

09:30 Aqaba (from Marka | 

i Airpon i (RW) I 

17:30 Td Aviv (from j 

Marka Airpon) (RW) i 

22:50 Aqaba (from j 

QAIAuRW) i 
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PRINCE ABDULLAH MEETS WITH PRIME MINISTER: HRH Prince Abdullah 
Tuesday congratulates ! Prime Minister Fayez Tfcrawneh on his recent appointment 
as prune minister, wishing him and his Cabinet every success in implementing the 
Roy* 1 directives and guidelines contained in the letter of designation (Petra photo) 


Seven board members from 
writers’ group resign over 
‘differences with president’ 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Seven of the 
nine Jordan Writers Associ- 
ation board members have 
submitted their resigna- 
tions to JWA President 
Hani Kheir in prorest 
against what they describe 
as disharmony among 
board members, the board's 
failure to convene regular 
meetings to discuss cultural 
activities and an unaccept- 
able attitude on the part of 
the JWA president 

Those who resigned were 
Rinad Khatib. Mamoun 
Sartaan, Ahmad Jaber, 
Akram ' Abul Ragheb, 
NadkAloul, Khaled Obei- 
dat ao'd Mustafa Khreisat 

Khatib cold the Jordan 
Times that she will not 
withdraw her- resignation 1 
without a “drastic change 
in the attitude” of Kheir. 

Khatib said Kheir mis- 
managed JWA funds, dis- 
pensed with the associa- 
tion’s property without the 
knowledge of the elected 
nine-member board and 
appointed employees with- 
out the board's approval. 

She added that at the time 
of the election of the board 
at the JWA’s general 
assembly meeting in Janu- 
ary, the JWA fund stood at 
JD4.000 collected from 
membership fees plus 
JD6.000 from an annual 


subsidy provided by the 
Ministry of Culture. 

The funds have either 
unaccountably disappeared 
or were dispensed without 
the board's authorisation, 
Khatib charged. 

•On administrative mat- 
ters. Khatib said the JWA 
board has convened only 
four times over the past 
seven months. She added 
that personal disputes sur- 
faced at each meeting over 
board positions, despite an 
agreement on the matter at 
the January meeting. 

Because of the disputes, 
she continued Kheir 
repeatedly adjourned meet- 
ings, rendering the board 
ineffective and unable the 
meet the goals of the 178- 
member general assembly 
that elected it. 

According to Khatib, the 
JWA president’s office 
remains dosed in the face 
of visiting writers, the 
premises are unkempt and 
the board members show 
indifference to the situa- 
tion, circumstances which 
she said reflect badly on 
the association's reputa- 
tion. 

Another member who 
resigned. Nadia Aloul, 
echoed Khatib’s views con- 
cerning the failure by the 
board members to agree on 
a single programme and the 
failure of the president to 
ease friction among the 


board members. But she 
said she knew nothing 
about the alleged fund mis- 
management. 

Aloul, however, added 
that she suspended her res- 
ignation for one month fol- 
lowing a discussion with 
Kheir, who she saief 
pledged to bring matters 
under control. 

Aloul said she also want- 
ed the JWA to resume its 
cultural activities, which 
include weekly lectures. 

Kheir, who could not be 
reached for comment, was 
quoted by a report in the 
Arabic daily A1 Du&tour as 
saying that no collective 
decisions were taken by the 
board and that he had to 
make decisions himself 
because the board members 
were “in constant disagree- 
ment practically about 
everything.” 

On the JWA's funds, 
Kheir said half of the Min- 
istry of Culture's JD6.000 
subsidy is spent on rent, 
while the rest is barely suf- 
ficient to cover the associa- 
tion’s expenses. 

As to cultural activities, 
he said they seldom attract- 
ed the public's attention, 
despite the board’s efforts. 

But Kheir said he was 
doubling his efforts to set- 
tle the disputes among the 
board members to allow 
the JWA to offer its pro- 
grammes to the public. 



WHAT’S 

GOING 

ON 


DARATALFUNUN 
SUMMER 98 
FESTIVAL 

“Summer 98” cultural 
activities at parat A1 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh, to 
last until Sept, 30, 
include: 

EXHIBITIONS 

* 50 years of graphic art 
from Lebanon and works 
by Jordanian artist Sahel 
Hiari at the Main House. 

* Works by Iraqi artist 
Samer Usama and by 
Jordanian artist Said Had- 
dadin at the Blue House. 

* Installation works by 
Jordanian artist Samia 
Zaru at the Byzantine 
Church. 

* Exhibition of pho- 
tographs “Memoiy of a 
Place” by Jordanian artist 
Hussein Da’seh at the 
Museum. 

CONCERT 
’ Concert by the 
National Band of Circass- 
ian Folklore at the Royal 
Cultural Centre at S:00 
p.m. (daily until Sept. 4). 

EXHIBITIONS 

* Paintings by Rula 
Shukairy at the French 
Cultural Centre, Jabal 
Amman, until Sept. 30. 

* Exhibition of wrought 
iron furniture by Jordan- 
ian artist Salim Al Ban- 
dak at Al Baidar Hall, 
Kan Zaman village (Tel. 
5862531), until Sept. 17. 


Local theatrical team to 
perform at Cairo festival 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A 15-mem- 
ber delegation representing the 
Ministry of Culture, the Greater 
Amman Municipality and the 
“Memory of Three Boxes" the- 
atrical group left Amman for 
Cano Monday to take part in 
the 10th Cairo International 
Festival for Experimental The- 
atre, which opened at the 
Egyptian Opera House yester- 
day, a Municipality statement 
said 

"The Memory of Three 
Boxes" was first performed at 
foe Amman Theatre Days Fes- 
tival last March and has been 
chosen by the Ministry of Cul- 
ture to represent Jordan at foe 
Cairo event A Greater Amman 


Municipality production, foe 
play was jointly written by 
Haya Husseini and Sawsan 
Darwazeh and directed by the 
latter, in collaboration with a 
professional cast including 
Najwa Kandakgi, Muhrasib 
Aref and Zuhair Hassan, die 
statement added 
The play presents three 
cohabitants straggling to come 
to terms with a bitter reality 
while their fare of life is wan- 
ing. The woman, foe only 
active and working figure 
among foe three, does not only 
help them escape the agonies of 
an overriding memory but also 
to come to terms with change, 
according to foe statement 


New press law goes into effect 

Journalists voice hope ‘Royal Commission’ 
will serve as neutral investigatory authority 


By Amy Henderson 

Special to die Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The controver- 
sial 1998 Press and Publica- 
tions Low went into effect yes- 
terday as hesitant journalists 
and editors voiced hope that a 
proposed Royal Commission 
for the Press would ameliorate 
the effects of foe severe legis- 
lation. 

'The suggestion of foe com- 
mission is a positive sign that 
there still exists an official 
willingness to soften foe 
impact of foe law," said Nabil 
Sherif, chief editor of Al Dus- 
tour Arabic daily newspaper. 
"Jr appears that this Commis- 
sion, or whatever body springs 
from it, would transfer power 
to a neutral authority to evalu- 
ate conflicts." 

HRH Crown Prince Hassun, 
foe Regent, recently suggested 
the formation of a Royal Com- 
mission for the Press to deal 
with press-related issues. 

Members of foe Senate had 
also recommended foe estab- 
lishment of a “higher body” to 
set rules and regulate standards 
for journalists when they 
endorsed the law last month. 

Information Minister Nasser 
Judeh yesterday elaborated on 
the commission’s role, saying 
that it “will study foe matters 
[related to foe press and the 


press law] and then advise on a 
possible body in foe future that 
will set rules, regulations and 
standards for journalists." 

‘The commission will pre- 
sent recommendations in a 
manner similar to that of foe 
commission appointed to 
study the subject of foe 
National Charter,” said Mr. 
Judeh. 'The commission will 
not be an end in itself, it will be 
established to study proposals 
and present rnroramendaricHis. 
In this case, unlike [that of foe 
Royal Commission thai led to] 
the National Charter, the Com- 
mission will recommend the 
establishment of the bod)' that 
will ultimately be a point of 
reference." 

The new press and publica- 
tions law, packed with lan- 
guage susceptible to liberal 
interpretation and daunting 
financial penalties, includes, 
for foe first time, a "legal*’ 
mechanism to close down 
newspapers found in violation 
of the law. 

The legislation is foe conse- 
quence of a long-standing war 
between some newspapers, 
which argue they are harassed 
by the executive for their 
provocative coverage of news, 
and foe executive, which 
claims foat an “irresponsible'' 
press has damaged valuable 
ties with neighbouring Arab 


states. . 

The press asserts foat the 
new law, drafted by a hostile 
government, is a “penal code” 
for journalists, while foe gov- 
ernment that drafted the law 
made no apologies for ft. 

Both sides, ft seems, now 
hope that the product of a 
Royal Commission win ease 
tensions on both sides. 

When Prime Minister Fayez 
Thrawneh and his team 
assumed executive authority, 
Judeh was quick to assure 
journalists foat , although foe 
law, having passed through 
Constitutional channels could 
not be reversed, the govern- 
ment was in favour of a "Soft 
implementation" of foe law 
and was seeking a mechanism 
to calm tempers on both sides 
of the fence. 

During yesterday's weekly 
press briefing, Judeh told jour- 
nalists that the Commission 
would be "all encompassing 
and above the little differences 
in opinion and (mentation." 

“This is [going to be] a 
Royal Commission,’’ he said. 
“The em phasis is on foe word 
ToyaL" Otherwise, ft would 
be any other ordinary commis- 
sion. It will be topical and 
comprise members who are 
specialised and who represent 
the [pluralistic ideals] required 
in this case." 


The press corps' interpreta- 
tion of die Royal Commission 
is foat a body sprung from the 
commission would act as an 
“ombudsman" to receive and 
investigate complaints from 
parties offended by the press 
or members of the press who 
feel targeted by other parties. 

“Ideally, I think we would 
like to see a “higher council' 
that would agree on a method 
of repriman ding journalists 
who violate an ethics code 
drafted by the council,” says 
Sherif. 

A code of ethics is embodied 
in the law of the Jordan Press 
Association, but historically, 
the association has had diffi- 
culty in enforcing foe code, in 
spite of the JPA council’s occa- 
sional uigings to "unruly" 
papers to "lone things down." 

the outcome of a Royal 
Commission, says Sherif. 
could be the missing link in a 
system of checks and balances 
for the press, and many con- 
cerned parties hope that a new 
“‘regulatory" body will help 
avoid the “‘nastiness" of going 
to court 

"This is a very good idea,” 
says former Information Min- 
ister Ibrahim Izzedine. ““Ideal- 
ly, what we hope is that jour- 
nalists will be protected from 
(he mood of whoever feels 
offended while giving offend- 


ed parties a chance to register 
complaints.” 

“A council or committee 
would be a good step cowards 
forgetting foat we are stuck for 
the time being with this law.” 
says Hani Hourani, director of 
A 1 Urdan Al Jadid Research 
Centre. 

Hourani, along with heads of 
several other research centres, 
asserts that the new law threat- 
ens their very existence with 
restrictions on their sources of 
f unding as well as restrictions 
on their publications, which 
must now pass through the 
Department of Press and Pub- 
lications before going to prim. 

"We hope that an enlight- 
ened body would recognise 
the needs of research centres 
as well as the press," he told 
the Jordon Times. "Most peo- 
ple would prefer io deal with a 
council, or whatever it will be, 
than solely with the depart- 
ment of press and publications. 
Maybe in the end it will lead 
us to devise a more democrat- 
ic law.” 

Judeh said that foe govern- 
ment had only “vague out- 
lines” on the shape of the com- 
mission, but said yesterday 
afternoon he expected the 
Cabinet to discuss it at a ses- 
sion scheduled for last night 


Communist party chief threatens legal 
action against breakaway faction 


By Threq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tunes 

AMMAN — A schism in foe 
Jordan Communist . Patjy- 
(JCP) has deepened with two 
factions accusing each other of 
being responsible for the split 
among the members of the 
Kingdom’s oldest party. 

At a press conference yester- 
day, JCP Secretary General 
Munir Hamameh accused for- 
mer party chief Yaqoub 
Zayaddine of spurring the dis- 
sension and threatened legal 
action if he conducted activi- 
ties under the party’s name. 

Last Friday, Zayaddine held 
an emacxdinaiy session of 
JCP members, who at the ses- 
sion elected a new leadership. 
After the session, Zayaddine 's 
followers claimed that they 
alone represented communists 
in Jordan. 

In response, Hamameh's 
supporters expelled 11 mem- 
bers of the other group, includ- 
ing Zayaddine himself, from 
foe party. They had refused to 
attend the exnaoidinary ses- 


sion md rejected its outcome, 
insisting foat they were foe 
legitimate leadership of the 
party. 

_ At foe press conferen ce, 
Hamarueh accused Zayaddine 
ofTraud," saying that many of 
those who attended Friday’s 
session were not JCP mem- 
bers. 

He said that of foe 100 per- 
sons who attended, 35 were 
not members of the party. 

Hamameh dismissed accu- 
sations by Zayaddine of 
receiving funds from the Unit- 
ed Steles Agency for 
International Development 
(USAID) as “baseless.” 

But members of Hamameh’s 
group said the JCP had benefit- 
ed from “workshops and sem- 
inars" designed to help women 
reinrijj<faras in year's parlia- 
mentary elections. 

"We made use of these 
wedeshops financed by a 
Canadian fund, but none of our 
comrades received financial 
assistance from foreign agen- 
cies," Emily Nafia’a, a 
Hamameh supporter; told 


repeaters at foe press confer- 
ence. 

Hamameh said be met with 
Interior Minister Nayef Qadi 
and protested to him for allow- 
ing Zayaddine to hold the 
extraordinary session. 

‘Their meeting was illegal 
and against the Political Parties 
Law, which bans the existence 
of two parties that bold foe 
same name," he added. 

“Wfe tried everything possi- 
ble to convince Zayaddine not 
to go ahead with his plan, but 
he did not listen and insisted on 
holding foie extraordinary ses- 
soa," Hamameh said. 

“Zayaddine sought power to 
dominate the party ami to dic- 
tate his agenda to us, an agen- 
da we have rejected." foe com- 
munist chief said. 

Hamameh warned foat if the 
other faction undertakes any 
activities under tbe JCP's 
name, “we will go to court and 
sue them because this will be 
an infringement of the Political 
Parties Law.” 

Zayaddine, who led the party 
for the past 40 years, mostly 


before die legalisation of polit- 
ical parties in 1992, declined to 
nominate himself for president 
in the JCP's elections held ear- 
lier this yean Following foe 
elections, he accused some 
members of the party of 
receiving “funds” from foreign 
agencies and maintaining 
“suspicious" ties with them. 

“Some party members were 
receiving funds from foreign 
agencies, including USAID. 
We tried to get rid of the suspi- 
cious elements, but we did not 
succeed.” Zayaddine said 

“We have documents foal 
prove our claims and we will 
make them public at the prop- 
er time," he added “We have 
put an end to the corrupt ele- 
ments in foe party and decided 
to get rid of them," Zayyadine 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said he and his supporters 
have contacted former Interior 
Minister Nafoir Rashid “who 
promised to recognise us as tbe 
legitimate representatives of 
the communists in Jordan and 
allow us to hold our confer- 


attend the extraordinary ses- Hamameh supporter; told for foe past 40 years, mostly ence." 

Clinton urges Yeltsin not to let reforms slip 

(Continued from page 1J on top of the situation, that be some powerful business officials said the two pre 


start of his first bilateral sum- 
mit with Clinton since March 
1997 in Helsinki. 

“Russia’s relations with the 
United States are developing 
well,” he said Clinton 
praised Yeltsin's resilience. 

U.S. Deputy Secretary of 
State Strobe Talbott 
described the 67-year-old 
Yeltsin, who occasionally 
seemed slightly disoriented 
by tbe summit protocol, as 
“vigorous" and “very much 


on top of the situation, that be 
is Dying ro deal wifo." 

Despite the show of brava- 
do, the presidents met in 
unusually weak positions. 
Both face possible impeach- 
ment and little of substances 
was expected from other 
items on their agenda, such 
as Iraq, Yugoslavia and 
nuclear arms reduction nego- 
tiations. 

Yeltsin is under pressure to, 
quit two years before his 
term ends, not just from foe 
left but, it appears, also from 


some powerful business 
leaders and others who once 
supported him. 

Clinton is also under pres- 
sure. He is still fending off 
the damage from his recent 
admission that he had an 
“inappropriate" relationship 
with ex- White House intern 
Monica Lewinsky. 

Hillary Clinton, in her first 
public comments since that 
admission two weeks ago. 
said “I've been getting along 
fine." 

In one concrete step, U.S. 


officials said the two presi- 
dents would sign arms 
accords Wednesday promis- 
ing early warning about 
fond-party missile launches 
and cutting plutonium 
stocks. 

Both were later due to 
attend a Kremlin banquet. 

More than two hours of 
talks are scheduled for 
Wednesday before a joint 
news conference. Clinton 
meets selected political lead- 
ers Wednesday afternoon and 
goes to Ireland Thursday. 


Zai plant 
capacity 
varying 
by up to 
30 % — 
minister 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
government on Tuesday 
said the daily amount of 
water pumped through the 
Zai Water Treatment Plant 
(ZWPJ to western Amman 
varies from 70 to 100 per 
cent of the plant's capacity. 

Information Minister 
Nasser Judeh said the vari- 
ation depends on the results 
of regular tests aimed at 
ensuring that water leaving 
the plant is of good quality. 

Judeh said Water and 
Energy Minister Hani 
Mulki will brief the press 
as soon as possible on the 
warer situation. 

Last week, Mulki said he 
hoped that the plant would 
this week resume pumping 
water supplies to the capi- 
tal. 

He urged residents of 
western Amman, hit hard- 
est by the eight-week water 
crisis, to ration consump- 
tion after the plant last 
week began increasing 
quantities of water sup- 
plied to their areas. 

Before the water crisis, 
the ZWP used to pump 
around 120,000 cubic 
metres of water per hour, 
supplying around 40 per 
cent of Amman’s water 
needs. 


Iran’s elite forces begin manoeuvres 


(Continued from page 1) 

border." he said. 

Iran is particularly angry 
over the continuing captivi- 
ty of 11 Iranian diplomats 
and other nationals alleged- 
ly seized bv the militia after 
its takeover on August S of 
Mazar-i-Sharif. a city in 
northern Afghanistan which 
was previously controlled 
by Iranian-backed Afghan 
opposition forces. 

Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
spokesman Mahmoud 
Mohammadi issued a stem 
warning to Taleban leaders 
Monday over their “contra- 
dictory’’ statements on tbe 
diplomats. 

"Iran holds the Taleban 
responsible for the safety of 
the diplomats and demands 
their immediate and uncon- 
ditional release,” he said. 


quoted by IRNA. “We can- 
not stand contradictory and 
ambiguous remarks from 
the Taleban.” 

IRNA said Monday thar 
the Taleban had admitted 
holding 1 0 diplomats and an 
IRNA correspondent near 
Kandahar, a Taleban strong- 
hold in eastern Afghanistan. 

It said Mullah Hassan 
Ghalchei, a Taleban official 
thought to be close to Tale- 
ban leader Mohammad 
Omar, had pledged that the 
militia would shortly 
release the men in a “good- 
will gesture." 

But in an interview with 
the BBC on foe same day, 
Omar said foe Taleban had 
no knowledge of the diplo- 
mats' whereabouts. 

The Iranian spokesman 
said Omar’s remarks “are in 
contradiction to what Pak- 


istan has conveyed to us on 
behalf of the Taleban.” 

Tehran has put pressure 
on Islamabad, a powerbro- 
ker in Afghanistan with 
friendly ties to foe militia, to 
intervene to get foe diplo- 
mats freed, but Pakistan 
says there is a limit to what 
it can deliver in 
Afghanistan. 

The commander of Iran’s 
Revolutionary Guards. 
Rahim Safavi, implicitly 
criticised Pakistan's role in 
war-tom Afghanistan, 
accusing Islamabad of “pre- 
ferring its short-term inter- 
ests to long-term interests." 

“We cannot stand foreign 
meddling in a neighbouring 
country because it jeopar- 
dises stability. We urge 
them to stop interfering," he 
said in a speech before the 
manoeuvres began. 


Qoureia: Contacts with Israel continue, 
but no agreement yet 


(Continued from page 1) 

reserves. They also want 
Palestinian police be able 
to operate in those areas. 

The Palestinians also 
demand foat Israel respond 
to all elements of foe U.S. 
initiative, including a 
requirement that Israel 
cany out an additional pull- 
back as it promised in an 
earlier U.S.-sponsored 
agreement. 

Israel says that withdraw- 
al could be dLscussed at a 
later time, but has made no 
reference to how the scope 
should be determined. The 
United States proposed that 
the next withdrawal be dis- 
cussed by an Israeli -Pales- 


tinian committee. 

In a sign of some U.S. 
involvement, CIA officials 
met recently with Arafat's 
security chiefs in the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip. Jibril 
Rajoub and Mohammad 
Dahlan, to review under- 
standings about security 
cooperation and the Pales- 
tinians' war against terror- 
ism that were worked out in 
December. 

The understandings — 
negotiated at the time by 
Israeli, Palestinian and U.S. 
security officials — speci- 
fy, for example, foat foe 
United States would have a 
say in whether Islamists 
could be released from 
Palestinian jails. 


The understandings were 
never put into practice 
because Netanyahu refused 
to approve them, arguing at 
the time foat Israel should 
have a bigger role in moni- 
toring Palestinian compli- 
ance. 

Rajoub said Tuesday that 
the Palestinians would not 
agree to changes in the doc- 
ument. “It stands as it is," 
he said. 

Meanwhile Netanyahu 
said Tuesday foat foe Pales- 
tinians had pulled back 
from foe brink of an agree- 
ment on the long-delayed 
Israeli withdrawal from 
more of the West Bank. 

In a speech in Tel Aviv, 
the right-wing Israeli leader 


put the blame squarely on 
Arafat for foe failure to 
conclude a deal on the 
transfer of an additional 13 
per cent of foe West Bank 
to Palestinian self-rule. 

“We were very close... 
relatively close to moving 
on the negotiations with the 
Palestinians a few days 
ago,” Netanyahu told an 
international audience of 
politicians and academics 
at a conference that has 
been held jointly in Israel 
and Jordan. 

He added: “There has 
been a retreat on foe Pales- 
tinian side and I think it is 
important foat the Palestini- 
ans come back to the 
table.” 
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4 World News 

Showdown expected as 
Hun Sen declared winner 


PHNOM PENH (AFP) — 
Election authorities 

Tuesday officially declared 
the Cambodian People’s 
Party (CPP) of strongman 
Hud Sen the winner of July 
elections, setting the stage 
for a showdown with the 
opposition which rejects the 
results. 

The National Election 
Committee announced the 
final official returns a day 
after hundreds of opposition 
claims of fraud and irregu- 
larities were categorically 
dismissed by the country's 
highest appeals body. 

The results showed the 
CPP, the de facto ruling 
party, with 2.03 million 
votes, just over 41 per cent 
of the 4.9 million ballots 
cast and equivalent to 64 of 
the 122 seats in parliament 

The royalist FUNCIN- 
PEC party of Prince 
Norodom Ranariddh, who 
was deposed as first prime 
minister by Hun Sen in July 
1997, Finished second with 
1.55 million votes — about 
32 per cent of the total and 
equivalent to 43 parliamen- 
tary seats. 

Sam Rainsy's self-named 
party came third with nearly 
700.000 votes, about 14 per 
cent of the Lotal or ) 5 seats 
in the National Assembly. 

The remaining votes were 
split between 36 smaller 
parties which competed in 
the July 26 election, none of 
which won enough votes 
for any seats. Prince 
Ranariddh and Sam Rainsy 
have been leading an 
unprecedented week-long 
sit-in protest against the 
polls and against Hun Sen, 
the powerful second prime 


minister. 

They have refused to 
accept the results, claiming 
that election officials biased 
towards the CPP ignored 
their complaints. In sepa- 
rate statements, the two par- 
ties blasted the rejection of 
their complaints and said 
they had been denied due 
process. 

“The refusal of both the 
National Election 

Committee and the 
Constitutional Council to 
give the FUNCINPEC party 
due process leaves the latter 
little choice but to pursue it 
by other means." the royal- 
ists said in a statement 
which did not directly 
address the final result 
announcement. 

Sam Rainsy decried the 
vote announcement as a 
“perversion of the will of 
the Cambodian people" and 
said his party would contin- 
ue struggling against a 
process that “has failed to 
meet legal and democratic 
standards from start to fin- 
ish." 

“There is no reason to 
believe that the results 
announced today reflect the 
will of the Cambodian peo- 
ple." he said. “We will not 
betray the people.” 

He also urged the interna- 
tional community to take 
measures to help reorganise 
elecrions. 

But most of the interna- 
tional community including 
a U.N.-coordinated team of 
foreign observers, has said 
the election was five and 
fair. 

Several countries have 
urged the opposition to 
accept the results and move 


on. The opposition has 
angrily resisted those calls 
and has vowed to block the 
formation of a coalition, 
necessary because the CPP 
lacks the two- thirds of seats 
constitutionally needed to 
fonn a government on its 
own. Opposition parties 
have several times refused 
offers to negotiate a coali- 
tion with the CPP. 

Should they hold firm, a 
constitutional crisis is virtu- 
ally inevitable with no party 
able to form a government. 
“We will not recognise the 
results of any election with- 
out our complaints being 
dealt with in a proper man- 
ner," Sam Rainsy said 
Tuesday at the ongoing 
protest in a park in from of 
parliament dubbed 

“Democracy Square.” 

Tens of thousands have 
artended the demonstration 
since it began last week, 
demanding the complaints 
be addressed and that Hun 
Sen resign. Chief among the 
opposition's complaints is 
that the mathematical for- 
mula for allocating parlia- 
mentary seats was illegally 
changed before the election. 
Under the original formula, 
the opposition would have 
had a slim majority in par- 
liament with the same elec- 
tion results. 

Election officials, who 
insist the change was done 
properly before the elec- 
tion. refused to consider the 
complaint. They also denied 
numerous opposition 
requests for recounts, say- 
ing that a small number 
they conducted shortly after 
the election revealed no 
major discrepancies. 


Visiting Burundi strongman blasts 
sanctions against his country 


Nairobi (afpi — 

Visiting Burundian strong- 
man Pierre Buyoya 
Tuesday complained of 
the “disastrous effects" of 
sanctions imposed on his 
country more than two 
years ago when he seized 
power in a bloodless coup. 

“These sanctions have 
disastrous effects on peo- 
ple's lives." President 
Buyoya told a press con- 
ference called to introduce 
the English-language ver- 
sion of his book “Mission 
Possible." 

“Women, children and 
old people have died 
because they have been 
unable to get medicines in 
time: Burundians have lost 
their jobs because their 
company has had to close 
down because of the 
embargo; the losses have 
been enormous for the 
Burundian state." Buyoya 
said, estimating these in 
the “hundreds of millions 
of dollars." 

The Tutsi army major 
said he planned to raise 
the issue of the sanctions 
during the summit of the 
Non-Aligned Movement 


in Durban, South Africa, 
where he was headed later 
Tuesday. 

“Some countries of the 
region want to lift the 
sanctions, but unfortunate- 
ly not all of them yet,” he 
said, without elaborating. 

Nine African countries 
imposed the sanctions in 
July 1996, days after 
Buyoya. a former presi- 
dent seized power from 
Hutu President Syivestre 
Ntibantunganya. 

The aim of the embargo 
was to force Buyoya to 
negotiate with Hutu 
rebels, who began a civil 
war in 1993 after the 
assassination of the leader 
to whom he had handed 
power after elections. 

The sanctions were also 
aimed at having the mili- 
tary’ leader restore consti- 
tutional rule. He has taken 
steps towards doing so and 
maintained that his prima- 
ry goal was to end the 
rebellion and bloodshed. 

Monday. Buyoya met 
with his Kenyan counter- 
part Daniel Arap Moi. who 
acknowledged “progress" 
towards meeting the con- 


ditions for lifting the sanc- 
tions, according to the 
Kenyan News Agency. 

Moi said: “The sanctions 
should be reexamined to 
relieve the suffering of the 
Burundian people." 

Tanzania and Uganda 
are the least in favour of 
lifting the sanctions, 
despite the opening in 
June of peace talks in the 
northern Tanzanian town 
of Arusha. 

Burundi has seen nearly 
five years of civil war 
between the Tutsi-domi- 
nated army and Hum 
rebels that has claimed 
around 200.000 lives. 

Tutsis. w ho make up just 
14 per cent of the popula- 
tion. hold the levers of 
power, dominating the 
civil service, armed forces 
and business. The Hutus, 
who make up 85 per cent 
of the population, are 
mostly peasant fanners. 

“Mission Possible" is 
billed as Buyoya’s "pro- 
fession of faith" in the 
chances of restoring peace 
to Burundi. 


Congo rebels claim 
Kabila’s home town, say 
going for Lubumbashi 


GOMA. DRC (AFP) — 
Rebels have seized 
Manono. the home town of 
DRC President Laurent 
Kabila, the rebels' deputy 
military commander Bob 
Ngoy said Tuesday. 

Major Ngoy. speaking in 
the rebel stronghold of 
Goma in the eastern 
Democratic Republic of 
Congo iDRC). said 
Manono fell to the anti- 
Kabila forces Monday. The 
town lies in the northeast of 
the mineral-rich province 
of Katanga, 

“Our next goal is 
Lubumbashi." Ngoy said, 
referring to the Katangan 
capital and the DRC’s sec- 
ond city, more than 1,200 
kilometres from Kinshasa. 

"When we have taken 
Lubumbashi, we’ll be at 


ease." the deputy leader of 
the rebels said. Manono had 
been a symbolic target for 
the mainly Banyamulenge 
or ethnic Tutsi forces who 
rose up against Kabila's 
regime on Aug. 2. 

Ngoy stated that with the 
seizure of Manono. “almost 
without any Fighting during 
the course of Monday”, the 
rebels held the northern 
part of Katanga, after tak- 
ing Kalemie and Moba 
towns on the shore of Lake 
Tanganyika. 

An AFP correspondent in 
Kalemie attested to their 
control of that town 
Monday. 

With regard to Manono. 
Ngoy said: “It’s normal 
there was no resistance. 
Kabila has dispersed his 
father and his brothers. 


dressing them up in uni- 
forms. Who do you expect 
to see defending Manono?" 

The rebels have been 
active in the east of the 
vast, impoverished nation 
spread across central Africa 
following a week of set- 
backs around Kinshasa and 
the region to the southwest 
of the capital. 

Kabila has re-established 
his hold over that territory 
with strong backing from 
Angolan and Zimbabwean 
forces, claiming to have 
defeated invasion troops in 
southwestern DRC sent by- 
Rwanda and Uganda, 

Goma lies close to the 
borders with these neigh- 
bouring countries, which 
both deny Kinshasa’s asser- 
tions that they are seeking 
to set up a ‘Tutsi empire". 



U.S. First Lady Hillary Clinton (left) watches a worker during her visit to a small 
clothing factory in Moscow. Hillary Clinton is accompanying her husband Bill 
Clinton on his two-day visit to Russia (Reuters photo) 

Hillary Clinton says 
she is fine after scandal 


MOSCOW (R) — Hillary 
Clinton said Tuesday she 
has been coping well since 
her husband. U.S. President 
Bill Clinton, confessed on 
nationwide television to an 
adulterous relationship. 

T*ve been getting along 
fine." Hillary Clinton said 
when asked’ in Moscow 
about the last few weeks 
since her husband admitted 
he had an "inappropriate” 
relationship with former 
White House intern Monica 
Lewinsky, now 25. 

The Clintons left for vaca- 
tion two weeks ago after his 
testimony on the Lewinsky 
matter to a grand jury and 
after he had told the nation 
about it that evening, 
reversing his previous 
angry denials. 

She has not spoken in 
public about her reaction 
before. although a 
spokesman has said she still 
loves her husband. The 
White House has said the 
family had to undergo a 
healing process during their 
vacation. 

Hillary’ Clinton toured a 


small clothing factory with 
President Boris Yeltsin's 
wife Naina after arriving in 
Moscow early Tuesday 
morning and met several 
Russian officials and 
women who own small 
businesses. 

She was poised and 
smiled frequently, although 
she appeared tired after the 
long overnight flight from 
Washington with her hus- 
band. in town for a two-day 
summit with President 
Yeltsin. 

In the factory employing 
mostly women, workers 
expressed sympathy for the 
president's wife after she 
was embarrassed by the 
public disclosure of 
Clinton's indiscretion. 

“On a human scale 1 feel 
sorry for her.” said Tonya 
Saikina. who irons fabrics 
on the small plant’s produc- 
tion floor. “She's a woman 
above everything else, not. 
just the president's wife. As 
with any family, they have 
to deal with it themselves." 

Tatyana Nedzvetskaya, 
the owner of the Quoll plant 


who showed Hillary 
Clinton around, said she felt 
sympathy for her and dis- 
taste for the investigation 
that brought Lewinsky, the 
stained dress and other sor- 
did details to public atten- 
tion. 

“Why shouldn't she feel 
fine? The nation is guilty 
for poking into her busi- 
ness" she said after the First 
lady left. 

“If you raise up the sheets 
of every person, then you’d 
have a fascist government." 

“If the Americans don’t 
like him, we'll be glad to 
take him here," she .said, 
alluding to widespread 
Russian discontent with 
President Yeltsin as the eco- 
nomic situation has sharply 
worsened in recent weeks. 

Hillary Clinton later 
toured Moscow’s main 
Tretyakov Art Gallery with 
Naina Yeltsin and then 
joined her husband for his 
afternoon programme, 
which included a visit to a 
Moscow school at the start 
of the academic year and a 
Kremlin state dinner. 


New AIDS strain could 
be missed by screening 


PARIS (AFP) — French 
researchers have identified a 
new strain of the AIDS virus 
in a woman from Cameroon 
which may not be detecluble 
in routine screening; reported 
the monthly journal Nature 
Medicine Tuesday. 

The report raises fears that 
the new strain, which is simi- 
lar to that afflicting chim- 
panzees. could escape detec- 
tion in routine tests for 
Human Immunodeficiency 
Viruses (HIV) which cause 
Acquired Immuno- 

Deficiency Syndrome 
(AIDS). 

“Until now. this new vari- 
ant has only been found in 
one case, in blood samples 


from a 40-year-old woman 
from Cameroon, who died 
from AIDS in 1995." said an 
author of the report, the 
Paris-based virus expert 
Francois Simon. 

The woman had never left 
Cameroon and the origin of 
the infection was not known, 
said the report. 

But the researcher* do not 
seem unduly panicked by the 
discovery of the new variant, 
which according to Simon is 
"no more or less virulent that 
other (strains), and its inci- 
dence is extremely rare." 

In un editorial accompany- 
ing the report, expert in mol- 
ecular retroviruses Simon 
Wain-Hohson said it was 


“difficult to imagine" that the 
new variant would pose a 
great threat given the strength 
of strains already prevalent. 

"This discovery reinforces 
the theory that there is no bar- 
rier preventing the virus from 
crossing between species." 
Simon told AFP. 

A wider study is under way 
in Cameroon and neighbour- 
ing Gabon to determine how 
far this new strain has spread, 
said Simon. 

The report noted that 
despite the high number of 
AIDS virus strains in 
Cameroon and Gabon, actual 
incidence of HTV infection in 
both countries remained rela- 
tively low. 


‘Mother Teresa’s 
sainthood must wait’ 


VATICAN CITY (AFP) — 
While many may already 
think of Mother Teresa as a 
saint, any official canonisation 
will have to wait, under 
Vatican rules that require a 
five-year interval after a can- 
didate's death. 

With the first anniversary of 
her death at age 87 on Sept. 5 
last year, tributes to the 
diminutive yet media savvy 
nun who catered lo Calcutta’s 
poorest of the poor have again 
brought the question to the 
Vatican. 

Even a person like Mother 
Teresa, whose selfless devo- 
tion to the downtrodden and 
oppressed helped win her die 
1979 Nobel peace prize, can- 
not justify speeding up the 
process, said a Vatican 
spokesman. 

“All candidats for sanctifi- 
cation are equal before God." 
he said- The rules require a 
five-year wait before die path 
towards sainthood is started. 

After her death, many voic- 


es within the Roman Catliolic 
Church tried to push for an 
exception in Mother Teresa's 
case and urged her immediate 
canonisation. Among them 
was her close friend Italian 
Cardinal Pio La chi. now 76. 
who argued that Mother 
Teresa had “dune what Jesu*. 
did 2,000 years ago*'. 

In Rome, however, mem-* 
bers of her Missionaries of 
Charity, a community of 
2.500 nuns around the world 
who minister to the poor, sick 
and abandoned, uphold 
Vatican rules and have not 
pressed for any early start to 
the canonisation procedure. 

Though Pope John Paul IJ 
simplified the process in 
1983, the path towards saint- 
hood is still a long one. 

It starts with the local bishop 
in the diocese where the can- 
didate lived, who must con- 
duct a full enquiry into the 
acts, writings, and possible 
martyrdom of an individual 
whose "reputation for holi- 


ness" has been brought to die 
attention of religious authori- 
ties. 

In the case of Mother 
Teresa, this would foil to the 
Calcutta diocese to collect 
evidence of what die church 
refers to as the “heroic virtue" 
of the candidate, meaning 
rlicir practise of the Christian 
virtues of faith, hope and char- 
ity to on outstanding degree. 

Should this initial enquiry 
prove worthy in the bishop's 
eyes, the fife will be trans- 
ferred to u special Vatican 
committee for a second look 
to sec if it is deemed worthy 
enough to send on the Pope, 
who makes the final decision. 

In his 20 yean* as Pontiff, 
John Paul 0 has broken 
church records for pronounc- 
ing the most number of beati- 
fications — a first formal step 
on the real to sainthood — 
and actual canonisations. By 
August, he has beatified 803 
people and canonised 279 
saints. 
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French police detain 11 
in ETA-related swoop 

BAYONNE France (AFP) — French police Tuesday 
detained 1 1 people, the majority of them Spaniards, aispect- 
ed of backing the aimed Basque separatist group ETA. In 
early morning raids in Arbonne. Biarritz and Henaaye, mem- 
ber of the anti-terrorist squad and the border police picked 
up the 11. believed to be known Basque separatist sympa- 
thiser aged in their 40s. Among those anest^judicial 
sources named Jose-Mari and Enrique Fagoaga. brothers of 
an ETA leader expelled from France in the 1980s, as well as 
Isabel Aristi-Munoz. Begonia Jauregui Erasti and Guillermo 
and Ramon Echsverria. ETA separatists launched an aimed 
struggle for an independent Basque homeland 30 years ago 
that has resulted in roughly 1.000 deaths. The organisation 
has traditionally sought shelter and support on the French 
side of the Basque country. Last week, the Spanish daily El 
Mundo quoted police sources as saying that ETA’s top mili- 
tary, political and logistics chiefs had moved to Belgium due 
to mounting pressure against the group from French authori- 
ties. In recent months, ETA’s political branch Hem Batasuna 
has reportedly been exploring the possibility of a peace 
process similar to that in Northern Ireland. 

Chinese court upholds spying 
verdict against Taiwan businessmen i 

BEIJING (AP; — A Chinese court Tuesday rejected a 
Taiwanese businessman’s appeal against a four-year prison 
sentence for spying, foe official Xinhua News Agency report- 
ed. The Beijing Municipal Higher People's Court agreed with, 
a lower court that Kou Chien-Ming and three ocher 
Taiwanese businessmen were collecting political economic 
and military information for Taiwanese intelligence. Xinhua 
said. “Their espionage activities all seriously endangered 
China's state security.” the court said. The three other busi- 
nessmen — Chen Shao-Yu. Han Yue-Ting and Chou Chang- 
Ming — were also convicted on Aug. 12 of espionage but 
were exempted from criminal punishment Only Kou, Han 
and Chou appealed the original ruling. Xinhua said. Taiwan’s 
intelligence agencies and the men's families have strongly 
denied the men were spies. Kou's wife, Chang Wen-Chi, said 
his sentencing may have resulted from differences between 
what constitutes classified information in Taiwan and China. 
The four were detained earlier this year while in China on 
what their families said were business nips. China announced 
their arrests May 2S. claiming the men confessed to spying 
for Taiwan. 

Couple gets a deal at fancy hoteF^ 

DELRAY BEACH. Florida (API — It was May 1948 when 
George Selby took his bride, Ruth, to the Waldorf-Astoria 
Hotel in New York for a two-day honeymoon. They wanted 
to go back this summer for their anniversary, but times — and 
prices — have changed. While their room 50 years ago cost 
S15 per night. Selby was told that the cheapest accommoda- 
tions now would cost $435. When she mentioned the honey- 
moon. the hotel operator put her on hold. “She came back and 
said. We’d like to have you stay at the $I5-a-night rate if you 
have the original receipt," Selby said. They did. The couple 
returned to Manhattan last month and stayed seven nights for 
$18.75 anight — the 1948 rate plus tax. “It was beautiful and 
elegant" Selby said. “I wouldn't have known that 50 years 
had gone by. It was like going back in time." 

Couple chased by hurricane 
finally weds 

NORFOLK. Virginia (AP) — For better or worse. Lisa 
Murray and Michael Ryan were going to get married. It did- 
n’t matter that hurricane Bonnie chased them across two 
states to three different sites. The couple had been planning 
an oceanfiront wedding in Nags Head. North Carolina, for the 
past year, renting four beach houses for their wedding party 
and friends. But they had to flee last week as Bonnie 
approached. They went to Virginia Beach, where Ryan’s par- 
ents live, and wedding coordinator Jenny Abrigo found a 
beachfront hotel with an ocean view. Then Bonnie hit, and 
the room was damaged Abrigo found still more accommo- 
dations. A florist supplied the red roses, sunflowers and wild- 
flowers the bride wanted, and a caterer duplicated the menu 
planned for Nags Head. Then, Saturday morning, the couple 
learned that their reception hall had been damaged by water. 

So the pony was moved yet again. Murray and Ryan were 
Finally hitched without a hitch that nighL "We said we were 
going to get you married come hell or high water," the 
groom s mother. Susan Ryan, said lo her son after the cere- 
mony. “And you really did.” answered the bride. 

Dangerous dogs in Belgium 
to be registered by Nov. 1 

BRUSSELS (AFP) — Thirteen breeds of dog considered 
dangerous, including pitbull terriers, will have to be regis- 
tered on a central file in Belgium by Nov. I. Agriculture 
Minister Karel Pinxten announced here. Ah dogs less than 
four months old of any of the breeds concerned, as well as 
those changing owner*, will have to be identified, either by a 
computer chip or a tattoo and their details entered onto the 
file. Even if some dogs are a danger, it is nothing or tittle to 
do with their breed but above all their individual characters, 
and that of their master*.' - the minister said. Veterinary sur- 
geons and hospitals are currently drawing up lists of dogs 
representing a risk. Other measures are being studied to 
ensure the safety of the general public and force'' dog owners 
to lake precautions, tor example making muzzles obligatory 
and insurance against the dogs causing'daraaee or injury to 
third parties, 6 
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Indonesian anti-riot police face demonstrators through the entrance gate to the parliamentary complex during and 
““S*? demonstrauon in Jakarta. Some 200 youths from various Muslim organisations held a demonstration 
to protest the Indonesian military s human rights abuse in the provinces of Aceh in the past decade and elsewhere 
in the country (AFP photo) 


Two killed, scores injured as 
fresh riots break out in Aceh 


JAKARTA (AFP) — Two 
people were killed and at 
least 10 were injured as 
fresh rioting broke out in 
several towns in the trou- 
bled Indonesian province of 
Aceh Tuesday, officials and 
witnesses said. 

“One - man died but we 
cannot be sure of the cause 
of death, but there was a 
hole in his head," Fadii 
Hanafiah, who heads the 
emergency ward of the 
General Hospital in 
Lhokseumawe, told AFP. 

Hanafiah said by tele- 
phone that 11 people had 
been brought into the hospi= 
ytel" since 2:00 p.m. (0700 


GMT) Tuesday and one of 
them later died at the hospi- 
tal in Lhokseumawe. die 
main town of the North 
Aceh district. 

A witness said the body 
was later Tuesday taken by 
a group of people to the 
office of the local district 
chief before burial at a near- 
by local cemetery. 

Yacob Hamzah, from the 
lskandar Muda Legal Aid 
Institute in Lhokseumawe 
said that another man was 
shot dead in Geudong in the 
Samudra subdistrict in 
North Aceh 

. ‘T saw both bodies with 
my own eyes. One was from 


Pusung (in Lhokseumawe) 
and another was from 
Geudong,” Hamzah said. 

“Both bodies had bullet 
wounds,” Hamzah said 
adding that the family of the 
victim from Geudon had 
taken away the body for 
burial at their hometown. 

An unconfirmed report 
spoke of two other men shot 
but not fatally in Geudong. 

The military and police in 
Lhokseumawe and 

Geudong could not confirm 
the deaths. 

The rioting followed 
widespread ransacking in 
Lhokseumawe the previous 
day following the departure 


of 659 soldiers from the 
area as part of the military 
chiefs pledge to rid the 
province of troops from out- 
side. 

Tuesday, rioting also 
broke in four sub-districts in 
North Aceh with the deputy 
chief of the Lhokseumawe 
police, Major Amrin nam- 
ing the sub-districts as 
Samudm, Peusangan, 
Jeumpa and Bakria. 

“What is certain is that we 
now have to take police 
measures, this are no longer 
mere protests, it is now loot- 
ing which is a criminal act,” 
Amrin said without elabo- 
rating. 


New Polish penal code scraps death penalty 


WARSAW (R) — Poland's 
new penal code took effect 
Tuesday, scrapping the death 
penalty and introducing mea- 
sures which the government 
hopes will improve the work 
of the country’s often ineffi- 
cient courts. 

The code, stiffening a range 
of penalties while liberalising 
these for many less grave 
crimes, adjusts criminal law 
and court procedures to the 
standards of the European 
Union, which Poland hopes to 
join in around 2003. 

“Nearly 10 years after the 
fall of the old system Poland 
deserves a new, modem penal 
code... All new measures are 
compatible with solutions 
adopted in Europe.” Justice 


Minister Hanna Suchocka told 
a news conference. 

The law transforms aspects 
of the penal code which large- 
ly date back to the Communist 
era before 1989. 

It speeds up court procedures 
in cases of less serious crimes 
and cuts red tape, which Poles 
complain can delay rulings for 
months if not years. 

A key change is the final 
scrapping of capital punish- 
ment despite the objection of a 
majority of Poles, who are 
appalled ai a huge rise in crime 
since 1989. even though it is 
still below Western European 
levels. 

Opinion polls show more 
than 50 per cent favour keep- 
ing capital punishment and 


Religious group wins 
libel case against 
Singapore newspapers 


SINGAPORE (AP) — The 
Central Christian Church, part 
of a religious group founded in 
Boston in 1979, won a libel 
case against two Singapore 
newspapers that called it a cult, 
according to a ruling released 
Tuesday. 

The church, however, lost its 
suit against the Christian mag- 
azine whose 1991 article had 
served as a source few the 
newspaper stories, and was 
ordered by the Court of .Appeal 
to pay the publication's legal 
costs. 

The judgement, delivered 
Aug. 28, overturned a lower 
court ruling last November in 
favour of the two government- 
controlled newspapers. 

'Hie three-judge Appeals 
Court said The New Paper, an 
afternoon tabloid, and the 
Chinese evening paper, Lianbe 
Wanbao, were reporting a 
statement — that the group 
was allegedly a cult — as if it 
were a fact 

The ruling also said The 
New Paper had sensationalised 
the stray under big headlines 
such as: “Cults Exposed.” 

: Each paper was ordered to 
pay legal costs, plus 20.000 
Singapore dollars ($1 1360) to 
tiie Central Christian Church. 

The New Paper was also 
ordered io pay an additional 
30,000 Singapore dollars 


($17340) to a 35-year-old 
Malaysian, John Philip Louis, 
who came from London to 
found the group's Singapore 
branch. 

The group had sued the two 
newspapers' editors and pub- 
lishers for 2.2 million 
Singapore dollars (SI 37 mil- 
lion). 

Louis' work permit had been 
withdrawn after the newspaper 
articles appeared in 199J , but it 
has since been restored and he 
will return to Singapore to lead 
the church, spokeswoman 
Yoke Ling said Tuesday. 

The Central Christian 
Church is part of the Boston 
Church of Christ founded in 
1979 and the London Church 
of Christ founded in 1982. 
Members are urged to confess 
their sinful thoughts and acts to 
each other, recruits from 
Christian churches are told 
they must be rebaptised, and 
the group forms a tight-knit 
community where friendships. 
Bible study and free time are 
supervised by leaders. 

The church sued the 
Singa po re-published Christian 
magazin e. Impact, for I mil- 
lion Singapore dollars 
($578,000) for articles warning 
local churches about the 
group's practice of recruiting 
among existing congregations 
and youth groups. 


only 30 per cent want it abol- 
ished. Poland hanged its last 
convicted criminal in 1988 and 
a moratorium on executions 
has been in force ever since. 

The government has argued 
that the death penalty, aban- 
doned by most European 
countries, is not a deterrent to 
crime. 

The new law introduces life 
imprisonment to replace the 
previous maximum jail sen- 
tence of 25 years. Life sen- 
tences would be applied to 
especially cruel murders and 
some cases of espionage. 

The new penal code also 
introduces new types of crime, 
including environmental pollu- 
tion, money laundering and 
theft of intellectual property. 


It provides for stiffer jail 
terms for organised crime and 
allows for the confiscation of 
property of those convicted of 
serious economic wrongdoing. 

The bill, supplanting many 
stiff Communist laws daring 
from 1 969, also replaces many 
short-term jail sentences with 
fines and non-custodial pun- 
ishments. 

Police have welcomed the 
extension of the permitted 
period of temporary arrest to 
72 hours from the current 48. 

The law also allows journal- 
ists to protect their sources bet- 
ter, although an exception will 
be made in cases involving 
grave crimes such as murder, 

• espionage and terrorist attacks. 


Taleban report 
advance against 
opposition 


ISLAMABAD (R) — 

Afghanistan's Taleban 
Islamic militia have cap- 
tured 30 villages in a fresh 
offensive against opposition 
forces in the centre of the 
country, a Pakistan-based 
Afghan news service said 
Tuesday. 

The Afghan Islamic Press 
(AEP) said the Taleban 
launched the attack Monday 
evening and broke the 
defences of the opposition 
Hezb-i-Wahdat faction on 
the frontlines close to Jalrez 
in Wardak province, 70 km 
west of Kabul. 

It quoted Taleban officials 
as saying four of their mili- 
tiamen were killed and 35 
Hezb-i-Wahadai Fighters 
were captured in battles 
Tuesday in which tanks, 
artillery and heavy weapons 
were used, 

AIP said a 2,000-strong 
Taleban force was engaged 
in the fighting, which was 
preceded by Taleban jets 
bombing the frontline posi- 
tions of Hezb-i-Wahadai 
fighters. 

The opposition have not 
commented on the reports 
of fighting around Jalrez, 
which sits astride a strategi- 


cally important road to 
Hezb-i-Wahadat’s strong- 
hold in Bamiyan. 

The Taleban 's reported 
gains would offset losses 
recently inflicted by Ahmad 
Shah Masood, military chief 
of the ousred Afghan gov- 
ernment. Masood Monday 
retook parts of Najrab dis- 
trict in Kapisa province, 
northeast of Kabul. 

Opposition sources said 
they defeated the Taleban in 
Najrab in a surprise attack 
and killed some 50 Taleban 
fighters. 

The forces of the purist 
Islamic Taleban movement 
have gained spectacular vic- 
tories in northern 
Afghanistan in the past 
month and now control 
aboui 90 per cent of the 
country. 

The opposition is now 
confined to two groups who 
control fewer than four of 
Afghanistan’s 32 provinces. 

Hezb-i-Wahdat is 

besieged in the mountain- 
ous centre of the country. 

Masood’s forces are hold- 
ing on in Badakhshan, 
Kapisa and parts of Panvan 
province in the northeast. 


Yeltsin, parliament struggle 
over Chernomyrdin candidacy 


MOSCOW (AFP) — 
Russian parliament leaders 
vowed Tuesday ro oppose 
to the last Viktor 
Chernomyrdin’s bid to 
become premier, setting the 
stage for a bruising political 
confrontation with 

President Boris Yeltsin, 
who stood squarely behind 
his candidate. 

Influential parliament 
speaker Gennady 

Seleznyov said 

Chernomyrdin had “no 
chance” of winning a sec- 
ond-round confirmation 
vote pencilled in for next 
Monday, following a humil- 
iating first-round vote in the 
state Duma or lower house 
in which the acting premier 
won the support of just 94 
out of 450 deputies. 

His pessimistic forecast 
was underscored by 
Communist Party leader 
Gennady Zyuganov, who 
said his bloc would “vote en 
masse” against 

Chernomyrdin in the sec- 
ond vote, and should it be 
necessary, in the third. 

But with the country des- 
perately in need of a gov- 
ernment to battle the finan- 
cial chaos gripping Russia, 
Yeltsin insisted Tuesday 
that he wanted his acting 
premier confirmed in the 
post as soon as possible. 


“I urge deputies to con- 
firm the candidate as quick- 
ly as possible.” Yeltsin rold 
journalists during a visit to 
a Moscow school on the 
first day of the new school 
year in comments broadcast 
on Russian television. 

“I am going to fight to 
have a government formed 
within a week. This is my 
candidate and I will insist 
on it,” said Yeltsin. 

Chernomyrdin, 60, has 
already handed over to 
Yeltsin a list of candidates 
for various government 
posts, with interior, defence 
and foreign ministers Sergei 
Stepashin, Igor Sergeyev 
and Yevgeny Primakov 
restored to their former 
posts, ITAR-TASS report- 
ed. 

Yeltsin also Monday 
assured visiting U.S. coun- 
terpart Bill Clinton that for 
all the political and eco- 
nomic uncertainty in 
Moscow, he would Dot 
retreat from the reformist 
path which Washington is 
desperate to preserve. 

The Kremlin strategy fell 
apart Monday as 
Chernomyrdin, recalled 10 
days ago after being 
dumped by Yeltsin in 
March, suffered a crushing 
defeat in parliament 
Monday after detailing his 


plans to reverse Russia’s 
■acute financial and eco- 
nomic crisis. 

Unimpressed by the can- 
didate's promises to shore 
up a plummeting ruble and 
teetering banking sectors 
and safeguard savings, 
opposition deputies scoffed 
that Chernomyrdin, who 
served as premier from 
1992 to March this year, 
offered little new. 

Communist leaders have 
vowed to extend their par- 
liamentary opposition in 
countrywide protests this 
month and next, drawing on 
the disaffection of unpaid 
workers and pensioners and 
the panic of citizens unable 
to withdraw cash from 
banks because of an acute 
cash shortage. 

Undeterred by the rebuff 
to Chernomyrdin and the 
threats of unrest, Yeltsin 
resubmitted 

Chernomyrdin's candidacy 
Monday and countered that 
it was parliament's prevari- 
cations and not the 
Kremlin's decisions which 
were costing Russia dear in 
its time of crisis. 

“Each day that goes by 
without a government con- 
firmed in office represents 
millions lost for the country 
and the people," Yeltsin 
said. 


Zyuganov dismissed the 
argument, saying that the 
president's decision to stick 
with Chernomyrdin after 
such a poor showing in the 
Duma Monday was 
“hideous” and “provoca- 
tive" and was dragging 
Russia closer to “civil war 
and fierce resistance." 

Seleznyov for his part 
said it was time for Yeltsin 
to strike a more conciliatory 
pose and think about other 
candidates. 

“The ball is in the presi- 
dent's court," Seleznyov 
said. “We must meet him 
and understand what he 
wants, either to continue the 
old course or to change the 
basic economic policy. 

“We must without ques- 
tion consider several candi- 
dates,” the speaker added. 

Seleznyov said the vote 
would likely take place 
Monday, but if the 
Federation Council, the 
upper house, gets through a 
hearing on Chernomyrdin 
quickly Thursday, the sec- 
ond vote in the Duma could 
be brought forward. 

Seleznyov said that given 
the political struggle in 
Moscow. Clinton's trip was 
not particularly timely, but 
added that it would not have 
made sense to postpone the 
U.S. president's visit. 


North Korean missile raises 
fears about Asian security 


TOKYO (AP) -- Tokyo 
issued a strong protest 
against North Korea for fir- 
ing a missile over Japan and 
sent military ships Tuesday 
to the spot in the Pacific 
Ocean where it was 
believed to have landed. 

The missile launch 
Monday renewed worries 
over security in Asia and 
raised serious questions 
about the adequacy of 
Japan’s missile detection 
and anti-missile systems. 

Government spokesman 
Sadaaki Numata said 
Tuesday that Japan did not 
know about the missile 
launch until it received 
word from the U.S. mili- 
tary. He added Japan had no 
independent monitoring 
system to warn of the 
launching. 

Numata also said Japan 
has frozen the $1 billion it 
had committed to a project 
with South Korea, the 
United States and Europe to 
supply North Korea with 
two nuclear energy reac- 
tors. 

And sending food aid to 
the reclusive Communist 
state would now be more 
difficult, he acknowledged. 

“Our relations with North 
Korea are going to be more 
severe than they have ever 
beeD,” Foreign Minister 
Masahiko Komura said 
after attending a special 
cabinet meeting where the 
missile topped the agenda. 


Komura said the missile 
firing may help speed up 
Japan's proposed joint 
development of a missile 
defence system with the 
United States. 

Defence officials said the 
missile appeared to be' the 
new Taepo Dong 1, which 
has a longer range than an 
older model and is capable 
of reaching all of South 
Korea and Japan. - — 

The South Korean 
Defence Minister Chun 
Yong-Taek and his 
Japanese counterpart, meet- 
ing in Tokyo, agreed to set 
up a group of top defence 
officials from both nations 
that will meet specifically 
to discuss North Korea's 
missile programme. 

“We agreed that the mis- 
sile was a threat to both 
nations," said Fukushiro 
Nukaga. director of the 
Defence Agency. 

Kyodo News agency, cit- 
ing unidentified govern- 
ment officials, reported 
Tuesday that Japan will 
abandon its yearlong offer 
to resume talks aimed at 
establishing diplomatic ties 
with North Korea. 

With no official diplomat- 
ic channels with the reclu- 
sive Communist state, even 
issuing a protest was a 
problem. 

When a protest was levied 
in New York overnight to 
Kim Chang Guk. the North 
Korean deputy ambassador 


to the United Nations, he 
merely repeated North 
Korea's usual criticism 
against Japan's security 
arrangement with the 
United States, the foreign 
ministry' said. 

North Korea remained 
mute on the missile in its 
official news being moni- 
tored by the Radiopress 
agency in Tokyo. 

.... The Defence Agency said 
it will analyse any parts of 
the missile retrieved by the 
dispatched military ships. 
Non-military government 
ships and plane were senr to 
the Sea of Japan where the 
first stage of the missile 
was believed to have land- 
ed. government officials 
said. 

Defence tends to be a sen- 
sitive topic for many 
Japanese because of the 
country’s disastrous experi- 
ence with militarism before 
and during World War II. 
The pacifist movement is a 
powerful lobby group in 
Japan, and the slightest sign 
of heightened military 
might draws nervous 
protest from Asian neigh- 
bours. 

That is partly why the 
missile defence system pro- 
ject has been so slow in 
coming. 

In an editorial Tuesday, 
the liberal Asahi newspaper 
warned against any hasry 
action on the missile 
defence project, and instead 


called for “calm.” The more 
conservative Yomiuri news- 
paper. however, called for a 
prompt decision in favour 
of the project. 

The North Korean missile 
drew heightened concern 
from abroad as well. 

In Russia, Foreign 
Ministry ’ spokesman 
Vladimir Rakmanin was 
quoted as saying by the 
Interfax news agency that a 
ministry official has been 
sent to North Korea “for an 
explanation of the inci- 
dent." 

“The circumstance that a 
North Korean missile, 
according ro some data, 
splashed down within the 
boundaries of Russia's eco- 
nomic zone, gives rise to 
concern,” Rakhmanin was 
quoted as saying by ITAR- 
TASS. 

Park Jie-Won, South 
Korea's chief presidential 
spokesman. said: “We 

strongly urge North Korea 
to immediately stop missile 
development and join in 
international efforts to curb 
the spread of the weapons.” 

Russia's Interfax news 
agency reported that North 
Korea had notified Moscow 
in advance of the firing, but 
Russian officials were not 
aware of the missile's flight 
path. Chinese Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Zhu 
Bangzao denied a news 
report that China knew of 
the missile test in advance. 


Prince Harry to join elder brother at Eton 


LONDON (AFP) — Prince 
Harry, the second son of 
Diana, the Princess of 
Wales, begins the next stage 
in his grooming for adult 
life this week when be 
enrols in Eton, one of 
Britain's most prestigious 
schools. 

Following in the footsteps 
of his mother’s father and 
his uncle who attended the 
school before him, and his 
elder brother. Prince 
William who is still there. 
Harry starts at Eton 
Wednesday to 15fegin his 
secondary school educa- 
tion. 

Traditionally attended by 
Britain’s ruling classes — 
19 of Britain's prime minis- 
ters were at Eton — Harry 
will be expected to wear a 
19th century-style uniform, 
learn ro banter in an arcane 
slang and participate in 
bizarre rituals. All part of 
the rich Eton experience say 
ex-pupils. 

And rich one needs to be 
to send one’s son — girls 
were only admitted as an 
experiment in the 1970s — 


to Eton. 

Fees for a year’s tuition at 
the school just west of 
London cost parents 
£14,000 ($23,240) though a 
fifth of the annual 250 pupil 
intake join on scholarships 
if they are bright enough. 

The last time Hairy was 
present at Eton's enrolment 
was when his brother began 
at the school three years 
ago. Then, his mother was 
alive and helped Prince 
William sign Eton 
College's historic entrance 
book. 

This time, only his father 
Prince Charles will be on 
hand to give Harry emo- 
tional and moral support. 

It is understood that while 
Diana was happy for Prince 
William to be at Eton where 
academic standards are 
demanding, she was con- 
cerned that Harry, who is 
educationally weaker, 
would not cope. 

However, after the trauma 
of Diana's death a year ago 
in a Paris car smash, Harry 
wanted to be at boarding 
school with William who 


can provide additional sup- 
port for his younger brother. 

Eton was also favoured by 
the royal family because of 
its proximity to Windsor 
Castle, the queen's 
favourite home and regular 
weekend residence. 

The necessary security is 
already in place and Harry’s 
attendance will involve rel- 
atively little extra public 
expense. 

While at the college. 
Harry’s day will start at 
7:30 a.m. with breakfast 
where the young prince will 
eat “sock”. Eton slang for 
food. This is followed by 
chapel an hour later. 

Lessons taught by 
“beaks” (teacher) end in the 
afternoon at 5 p.m. though 
Tuesdays and Thursday are 
half days. Pupils also attend 
lessons. or “divs”, 
Saturdays. 

As a new pupil, Harry will 
be referred to by others in 
the school as an “F-tit”. The 
letter F stands for first year, 
the rest of the expression is 
archetypal public school 
argot. 


Harry will wear Eton’s 
“time- warp” uniform — 
dating from 1 820 when 
pupils were in mourning for 
King George Hi — of black 
tailcoat, waistcoat, striped 
trousers, stiff-collar and 
white tie. 

Fagging, where new boys 
waited hand and foot on 
older pupils, has been abol- 
ished though he will be 
expected to raise his fore- 
finger when passing a mas- 
ter, known as “capping” in 
Eton-speak.. 

However Harry runs no 
risk of being caned as Eton 
has also abolished the rod, 
although the highly-pol- 
ished “beating block” is 
still kept as a reminder. 

Like all new boys, he has 
his own bedsit which he can 
decorate to his own taste. 

A maid will make his bed, 
tidy up and take care of his 
laundry. If asked nicely, she 
will sew on buttons and 
make tea. 

A police bodyguard will 
occupy the next bedroom 
and shadow Harry around 
the clock. 
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Not good for 
the gander 

IT IS regrettable that Moscow is suffering 
untold pressure from the West and the 
Internationa) Monetary Fund (IMF) to stay 
the course of a strictly free market economy or 
risk losing all support That the IMF and 
major Western capitals including of course 
Washington, insist that Russia make such a 
choice indicates the West views the meltdown 
in Russia solely in black and white terms. 

Russia's dismal free market economy experi- 
ence is too obvious to be ignored. Corruption 
runs rampant organised crime continues to 
mushroom, and drug and sex-related crimes 
are commonplace. Add to these social and eco- 
nomic cancers the fact that workers in several 
key industries were not paid for months. Even 
the military was left without pay. 

The upshot is that worshippers of free mar- 
ket economy are simply blinded to the fact that 
some countries cannot shift their economic 
policies and programmes overnight and that 
the setting of solid foundations for such about- 
faces most precede their adoption. 

The current standoff between Russian 
President Boris Yeltsin and the communist 
controlled Duma is expected to escalate follow- 
ing the Duma's decision to reject the confir- 
mation of acting Prime Minister Viktor 
Chernomyrdin as premier. The communists 
under Gennady Zyuganov and their allies seek 
political reforms that would include a greater 
role for the legislature. They also seek a mixed 
economy by nationalising certain industries. 
The IMF and the West have indicated they will 
have nothing of that and insist on mapping out 
Moscow’s economic course as they see fit. 

Against this backdrop, the Clinton- Yeltsin 
summit in Moscow is seen as yet another effort 
by the U.S. to prevent Russia from retreating 
from its earlier commitment to implement a 
free market economy regardless of the fact 
that its dire consequences become increasingly 
blatant. 

It is acknowledged that no system of govern- 
ment or economy is flawless, and each can 
learn a bit from the other. Each country has its 
own peculiar economic conditions and cannot 
blindly pursue economic guidelines simply 
because they may work for some. Russia 
should not be cornered and forced to choose 
between returning to an archaic communist 
economic order or following unreservedly a 
free market economy that well suits developed 
countries. Moscow and its leader need breath- 
ing space and elbow room to manoeuvre. 
President Clinton therefore must refrain from 
adding pressure to an already steaming situa- 
tion in Moscow. The ultimate choice must be 
made by the Russian people, not the outside 
world. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 

At RaTs Raja Al Mssu suggested that the government 
focus on pumping water for Amman from the Disi dis- 
trict in the south east instead of relying on water com- 
ing from Lake Tiberias and the Ghor Canal. Noting that 
the German and Japanese govern ments have expressed 
willingness to provide funds to help the government 
draw the water from Lake Tiberias, the writer said that 
the government can negotiate with the two donor 
nations to switch to Disi water, a far better project in the 
long run. He wrote that Jordan can contribute to this 
project by employing the engineers corps of the Jordan 
Armed Forces to lay the pipes and cany out other rele- 
vant jobs. The writer added that though such a project 
would take a long time to complete. Ft provides a per- 
manent solution to the water shortage crisis facing the 
Kingdom. 

AI Dustour's Oreib Rintawi discussed the current situ- 
ation in the Middle East, and said that the tense rela- 
tions between Amman and Tel Aviv are making senior 
officials on both sides feel despondent about making 
progress in bilateral relations. Rintawi said the hard- 
line government of the Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu had rendered the peace process 
empty. He noted that it is now the Israeli leaders, who 
always objected to the Oslo accords, who are currently 
negotiating the second stage of the Israeli troop rede- 
ployment from the West Bank. The writer anticipated 
that Israeli-Jordanian and Israeli-Egyptian tracks will 
be frozen as will Israeli relations with Lebanon and 
Syria. Rintawi hoped for a breakthrough in the peace 
process rather than further Israeli land confiscations in 
the occupied territories. 


PRESIDENT CLINTON'S political crisis is by no means 
over. In fact it may soon become more complicated and dif- 
ficult 

While some supporters of the President continue to point to 
polling data that shows strong public approval of the 
President's job performance, the polls also show some unset- 
tling results. It is true that two-thirds of the public still feel 
Clinton has done a good job. The same percentage feels that 
the scandal story has gone on too long and should be ended. 
At the same time, almost 75 per cent do not want the 
President to resign or be impeached by the Congress. 

While all those factors remain on the President's side, the 
President's personal ratings have plummeted, with some polls 
showing that as many as 60 per cent of the public do not like 
the President personally and express real concern about his 
having lied about the Monica Lewinsky affair. 

If the opinions of the public were the only factors to be con- 
sidered, however, the President's position might be secure. 
What is c reatin g the biggest headaches for the White House, 
however, is not the public mood rather it is the steady, hos- 
tile. anti-Clinton barrage of articles, editorials and commen- 
tary in print and on television — all in the mainstream media. 

There is a virtual chorus of denunciations of the President 
for having lied, for having had sex with an intern and for 
“breaking crust with his wife and the American people." 
Many of these in the past week have called on the President 
to resign and “spare the country any further embarrassment." 
Even the support that many in the press gave to the President 
for having bombed Sudan and Afghanistan didn't stop the 
protest The fact that most commentators questioned the tim- 
ing of the attacks and wondered aloud whether it had to do 
with the scandal, reinforced their conviction that the 


President having lied for seven months about Lhe Lewinsky 
affair, could no longer be immediately believed. 

What is interesting here is that while the public appears 
willing to compartmentalise their feelings about the President 
— in other words, “yes he lied about his personal life, but 1 
still trust his leadership judgements" — the press was not 
willing to take this same step. 

This continuing media assault is taking a toll, not immedi- 
ately on public opinion, although the public may be affected 
if this barrage of anti-Clinton attacks continues. The first 
groups to feel the pressure are elected officials in both parties. 
~ August is a congressional recess with all members of 
Congress back in their home districts campaigning for the fall 
elections. While there, they are facing sustained questioning 
by local press about the President's behaviour and some, in an 
effort to save their political careers, have begun to distance 
themselves from Clinton. 

Republicans obviously have taken the lead in joining the 
call for the President's resignation. A Republican leader in the 
Congress announced last week that he has begun a formal 
campaign to promote that goal. 

Democrats, on the other hand, are in a quandary. Most do 
not want to see the President suffer any further injury, fearing 
that as his role diminishes, their party's chances in November 
may also suffer. But some in the party privately feel that if 
Clinton cannot win back trust, the assault will continue caus- 
ing further damage to his Presidency and to die party. 

The President, himself, is facing die challenge of his politi- 
cal career. His admittedly weak apology speech on the 
evening of his grand jury testimony did not succeed in putting 
the scandal to rest While some advisors are recommending 
yet a second speech, the President is now making a tew for- 


ays out into the public to wit to 

Russia for a summit with President BornYe tei ibi one so 
Clinton's opportunities to display leadership and see u tne 
mediaandpuHic responds .tU “*»"* chaDS " 

Russia, however, isn't helping here. rp.vim.wtes in 

But when the President returns and Congress ™ 

September the real test will come. By then we will know if 
Independent Counsel Kenneth Stair imends ro ^ver rai 
impeachment report to Congress and what that report will 

Tf.^expected. the graphic details of Monica 
testimony to the grand juty become public, the 
embarrassing situation will only worsen. And if congress and 
the press continue to focus on the scandal it will become 
increasingly difficult for the President or Democrats to raise 
any issues of substance in order io define their agenda for the 
November elections. 

If. at that point the President cannot find a way to firmly put 
the scandal behind him (and only a direct and convincing 
apologv will do: there is no way that this matter can be side- 
stepped), win back public trust and re-estobbsh the ability to 
define the Issues being discussed in the media, then he will be 
confronted with a fateful choice. 

Even with strong public support, his Presidency and tus 
ability to lead his party and the country will be seriously ques- 
tioned. He will then have to decide whether to continue to 
endure the onslaught of controversy and a long-drawn out 
congressional impeachment process (and the accompanying 
embarrassing press coverage it wifi generate) or to resign. 

It is still too early to count Bill Clinton out. he may yet find 

u: it unit Fp mfKt 



LETTERS 

Innocent until proven guilty 

To the editor: 

HAVING READ William R. Ennenbach's letter to the Editor, 
August 3 1 . 1 could not help but wonder where he gets his infor- 
mation from, and what gives him the right to question the legiti- 
macy and transparency of the Jordanian Judiciary', an indepen- 
dent branch of the Jordanian political establishment To prove 
my first point i.e. his ignorance of the subject matter, he suggests 
that the Attorney General has ordered the media not to write 
about the water crisis, which he thinks is an attempt to suppress 
information from the public regarding the whole issue. What 
Ennenbach fails to understand, is that Amman's Prosecutor 
General has ordered the media to refrain from publishing any- 
thing about the judicial investigation. NOT the technical details 
of the issue itself. In other words, the Attorney Genera] is saying 
that he is currently investigating how the problem happened and 
who was responsible, and until this investigation is complete it is 
unfair to speculate. Has Ennenbach not heard of ‘innocent until 
proven guilt}'?' Or do these principles only apply in the West, and 
we lesser mortals are nor allowed to apply them? What die 
Attorney General has done sounds quite reasonable to me. espe- 
cially that the media can indeed write, and incidentally, have 
been writing extensively, about the water distribution problems, 
water shortage, water quality and so on. If Ennenbach is reading 
or hearing less about the water crisis, maybe it's actually because 
the problem has largely eased. I live in west Amman myself, and 
have not had a problem with the water for over ten days now. 

I do not know where Mr. Ennenbach comes from, but I won- 
der what gives him the right to doubt the country's Judicial sys- 
tem suggesting that it would “suppress the media as a means of 
avoiding dealing with unpleasant political and economic situa- 
tions." He is quite free to level such accusations at the 
Government, the new- Press and Publications Law. or whoever 
and whatever he please, but accusing the Judiciary, is perhaps 
going a bit too far. In any other 'civilised' country he would either 
be held in contempt or taken to court for interfering with justice. 
We have had enough of ‘enlightened* individuals telling us how 
to run the country. I would suggest that they try to son out their 
own problems before pontificating to us about ours. 

Khaled Suleiman 

P.O. Box 941157, 
Amman, 11194 


There is only one God and His name is Allah. And 
Abraham, Jesus and Mohammad are His prophets 


By Malise Ruthven 

ISLAM IS OFTEN blamed for providing the 
ideological fuel for terrorist movements. Even 
when efforts are made to distinguish between 
“fundamentalist extremists" and the “moderate 
majority." some of the mud. or Semtex. sticks. 

The cumulative effect of headlines such as 
“Islamic terrorists strike again" is to create the 
impression that the religion, if not inherendy 
violent, is somehow responsible for violent 
actions committed in its name. 

Religions run deeper than purely secular ide- 
ologies, mobilising feelings and powerfully- 
held beliefs — and above all personal and 
group identities. In the Muslim World it is only 
to be expected that, after the failure of nation- 
alist governments to deliver on the expecta- 
tions raised by independence from Ottoman 
and Western empires, political movements 
which seek to challenge the status quo will use 
the language of Islam. 

The language is sanctioned by history, by tra- 
dition — as Muslims .see it. by God himself. 
Indeed for a majority of adherents, the Koran, 
the sacred text of Islam, is not just the Word of 
God. but an aspect of the godhead, a manifes- 
tation of the divine in language. 

Much of the Islamist rhetoric, through which 
contemporary discontent is articulated, 
involves attacks on the West and particularly 
on the United States — the Great Satan 
demonised by the Ayatollah Khomeini and his 
followers during the Iranian revolution of 
1979. 

Demonisation of the West by some Muslim 
radicals generates a reciprocal response in the 
demonisation of Islam. In Britain and America 
the popular press picks up on these responses: 
the result is Islamophobia. what might be 
called across-the-board anti-Muslim hostility 
— the counterpart, in its wav. of anti-semirism. 


The polcmieising based on the idea of mutu- 
al antipathy between “Islam" and the “West" 
conceals far more than it reveals about die two 
faith systems. Broadly speaking. Islam bears 
the same relation io Christianity that 
Christianity bears to Judaism: it was originally 
an offshoot that drew on the same repertoire of 
concepts, myths and sacred histories, and 
deployed them in somewhat different ways. 
The value systems of main-stream Islam and 
mainstream Christianity (the demand for social 
justice expressed through worship of a Divine 
Creator deemed to be the fount of all truth ;ind 
love) are broadly similar. 

What divides lhe two faiths in terms of for- 
mal theology (the incarnation, rejected by- 
Muslims, along with the doctrine of vicarious 
atonement) is less important dun what they 
hold in common. The youngest of the three 
Abrohamic faitiis. Islam incorporates many of 
the narratives and nomenclatures of its prede- 
cessors: there may be precious Jew Christians 
or Jews named after Mohammad, but there are 
plenty of Muslims who have taken the names 
of honoured prophets in the Judago-Christian 
tradition: Ibrahim (Abraham). Musa (Moses). 
Yousuf (Joseph), Ishaq (Isaac) and Isa (Jesus) 
are popular Muslim names. 

There are Muslims who (engage in acts nf 
violence and destruction, just as there are Jews. 
Christians, Sikhs. Hindus and members of 
other faiths who engage in terrorism. But 
where commentators usually make it clear that 
in most traditions extremists come from small 
unrepresentative minorities, or Hike (he Hindu 
Tamil Tigers) have specific local agendas. 
Muslims tend to be tarred with the terrorist 
brush in a more generalised way. 

The problem arises in part because there is no 
consistency in the way that religious-political 
labels are applied. In Ireland the explicit and 
highly visible condemnations nf terrorist acts 


by church authorities from both sides of the 
religious divide has generally persuaded the 
British media to adopt secular labels when 
pointing to the motivations. 

When Muslims explode bombs or murder 
civilians in furtherance of a political cause, 
individual leaders or spokespersons may con- 
demn such acts us contrary n> the teachings of 
Islam, but such condemnations ore rarely 
reported because there are no Muslim institu- 
tions with enough “clout" in the media coro- 
numity to eivsurc that these voices are heard. 
Here the essentially “democratic” character of 
mainstream Islamic religious organisation is at 
certain disadvantage: Islam has no church. 

Each aud every believer is theoretically 
answerable for his or her own actions before 
God, and though there are religious specialists 
(the ulamn or learned men) trained in the inter- 
pretation of theology and law. there is no for- 
mal hierarchy to which all the believers will 
automatically defer. 

Hence when Omar Al Bakri. leader of the 
Muhujirin. a small radical group in Britain, is 
invited on to the ToJay programme and gives 
his approval to the Nairobi and Dar Al Salaam 
atrocities, the average listener may gain the 
impression that he speaks for many more 
Muslims lh;tn is actually the case. 

Members of what is perhaps the largest 
Islamic revival movement in Britain, the 
Tablighi Jamal. who are discouraged from 
engaging in politics, arc conspicuously absent 
from public debate, 

Tlte same omissions tend to occur with for- 
eign coverage. Denunciations of “terrorism in 
alF its forms." including tlie Nairobi and Dar Al 
Salaam bombings raid the American attacks on 
Sudan and Afghanistan, by the Sheikh A! 
A/Jiar. generally considered to be the highest 
religious authority in the Sunni Muslim World, 
were generally ignored by the Western press, as 


were explicit denunciations of the alleged per- 
petrator. Osama Ben Laden, described by the 
Iranian government news agency as “the real 
criminal" behind the explosions. 

Similarly, the condemnations of the massacre 
at Luxor in Egypt of more than 60 Western 
tourists by a faction of the Islamist Ga maat Al 
Islamiyah in November 1997 by Arab and 
Muslim leaders, including the Lebanese 
Hizbollah and Sheikh Ahmad Yassin, leader of 
the Palestinian Hamas organisation (which 
boasts its awn toll of atrocities again st civil- 
ians) were barely reported. The newspapers 
preferred to locus on alleged connections 
between the Egyptian terrorists and Sheikh 
Omar Abdul Rah am. the blind cleric currently 
serving a sentence for the World Track Centre 
bombing in 1994. 

When David Konesh engulfed himself and 
his followers in the fiery holocaust at Waco in 
Texas, few commentators held the Seventh 
Day Adventist Church, from which the Branch 
Davidians stems, responsible or blamed the 
pre-mi Uennialist theology shared by millions 
ot American Protestants for fostering this par- 
ticular example of end-of-the-worid survival- 
ism. . . 

If Americans. Europeans or Israelis indulge 
in acts of violence or terrorism, the lenses of the 
media invariably distinguish the mainstream 
from the "lunatic fringe." creating the comfort- 
■ngjmpression that violence is exceptional 
muter than endemic in certain situations. When 

us ims engage in violence their acts are 
inc mod to be seen as somehow typical, a man- 

i estution of some violent essence that inheres 
in the faith. 


The Observer 
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Always the greatest 

Muhammad Ali, three times undisputed heavyweight champion of the world, this year pledged, through his charity Global Village Champi- 
ons and the logistical assistance of CARE and the International Red Cross, to provide 100 million meals where they are needed most. The 
company has already provided 30 million meals around the world over the last three years. Despite suffering from parkinsonism, a syn- 
drome related to Parkinson’s disease, AH remains as remarkable as when he first shuffled into the limelight stinging like a bee, floating like 

a butterfly as David Maraniss of the Washington Post reports (photos by Card Guzy) 


NO WORDS at first. The greeting comes 
from his eyes, then a handshake, light as a 
butterfly, followed by a gesture that says, 
"Follow me." He has just popped out the 
back door of his farm house wearing green 
pants and a light brown wool pullover 
with sunglasses tucked coolly into the 
mode turtleneck collar. 

He is carrying an old black briefcase. 
His hair is longer than usual and a bit 
uncombed. He starts walking toward his 
office, a converted bam on the lower end 
of the circular driveway. 

He moves slowly, lurching slightly for- 
ward as he goes, never a stumble but 
sometimes seeming on the verge of one. as 
though his worid slopes downhill. He 
opens the door and stands aside, follow- 
ing, not leading. on the way upstairs to his 
second floor office. Halfway up. it 
becomes dear why. He sticks out a hand 
and catches his visitor’s foot from behind. 

The old trip-up-the-stairs trick. Muham- 
mad Ali loves tricks. 

At the top of the stairs is the headquar- 


ters of GOAT. Another trick. It is the play- 
fully ironic acronym for Greatest of All 
Tune. Incorporated. Ali wants the world to 
know that he is just another goat, one liv- 
ing thing in this vast and miraculous uni- 
verst But also the greatest there ever was. 
He is 55, his mouth and body slowed by 
Parkinson's disease, yet still arguably the 
hestftfown and most beloved figure in the 
.. wfadd. Who else? The Pope? Nelson 
’ MhdeXa? Michael Jordan? Ali might win 
in a split decision. 

: Even the most dramatic lives move in 
cycles of loss and recovery. Two years ago 
in Atlanta, when Ali stood alone in the 
spotlight, the world watching, his hands 
trembling, and lit the Olympic flame, he 
began another cycle, perhaps his ultimate 
comeback, as emotional as any he had 
staged in the ring against Joe Frazier or 
George Foreman. For 16 years he had 
been retired from boxing. During that time 
be had gone through periods of boredom 
and uncertainty. Not that be was passe, but 
tile world tends to forget its old kings 
when new ones come around 
He kept going as best be could, his 
health deteriorating, spreading good will 
with his smiling eyes. Dying to keep his 
name alive. Thai, finally. Iris moment 
arrived again, first at the Olympics, then at 
tile Academy Awards, where be bore silent 
witness to "When We Were Kings,” the 
Oscar-winning documentary about his 
dramatic heavyweight championship fight 
in October 1974 against George Foreman 
in what was then Zaire. 

The shimmering house of movie stars 
seemed diminished, their egos preposter- 
ous. when Ali rose and stood before them. 
Yet some saw in that appearance a hint of 
the maudlin: Prior Ali. enfeebled and 
paunchy, dragged out as another melodra- 
matic Hollywood gimmick. Was he real or 
was be memory ? What was left of him if 
he could no longer float and sting? Quite a 
bit it turns out. No sorrow and pity from 
the champ. He says he cherished Ms per- 
for- 
mances at 
the 

Olympics 
and 

Academy 
Awards 
m«e 
than any- 
one could 
know. 

Publici- 
ty is his 
lifeblood, 
more 
important 
to him 
than any 
medicine 
he is sup- 
posed to take. 

“Press keeps me alive, man,” he says, 
with an honesty that softens the edge of his 
ego. 

“Press keeps me alive. Press and TV. 
The Olympics. Academy Awards. ‘When 
Were Kings.’ Keeps me alive.” 

When the producers sent him a video- 
tape of “When We Were Kings.” he stuck 
it into his VCR at home and watched it day 
after day. At a recent autograph extrava- 
ganza in Las Vegas, he conducted his own 
poll by comparing his line to those for Jim 
Brown. Paul Homung. Bobby Hull and 
Ernie Banks.’ Twice as long as any of 
than. Slaying alive. And the biggest life- 


saver ot all: that night in Atlanta, 36 years 
after he had first danced onto the world 
scene as the Mash young Olympic cham- 
pion Cassias Marcellus Clay- 

Long after the torch scene was over, Ali 
would not let go. He went hack to his suite 
with his wife, Lonnie, and a few close 
friends. They were tired, emotionally 
drained from the surprise, anxiety and 
thrill of the occasion, but Ali would not go 
to sleep. He was still holding foe long 
white and gold torch, which he had kept as 
a prized memento. He cradled it in Ms 
amis, turning it over and over, just looking 
at it, not saying much, sitting in a big chair, 
•smiling, hour after hour. 

"1 think foe man was just awed. Just 
completely awed by the whole experi- 
ence." Lonnie Ali recalled. "He was so 
excited. It took forever for him to go to 
bed. He was on such a high. He found it 
very hard to come back down to earth. 
There was just such a fabulous response. 
No one expected that None of us did." 


By the time he and Lonnie returned to 
their farm house here in southern MicM- 
gan. the mail was already backing up, 
flooding in at tenfold the previous pace. 
Letters from everywhere. The return of a 
trembling Ali had unloosed powerful feel- 
ings in people. They said they cried at his 
beauty and perseverance. They said he 
reminded them of what it means to stand 
up for something you believe in. Disabled 
people. Old sixties activists. Republicans. 
Black. White. Christian. Jewish. Muslim. 
A little boy from Germany, a boxing fan 
from England, a radiologist from Sudan, a 
secretary from Saudi Arabia — tire multi- 
tudes thanked Mm for giving them hope. 

When Ali reaches Ms office, he takes his 
customary chair against the side wall. 
There is work to be done, the room is over- 
crowded with mementoes to be signed for 
charity, and Ms assistant. Kim Fbrburger, 
is waiting for him with a big blue felt pen. 
But Ali has something else in mind right 
now. 

"Mmmmmm. Watch this, man." he 
says. His voice sounds like the soft, slurred 
grumble-whisper of someone trying to 
clear Ms throat on the way out of a deep 
sleep. 

Conversing with him for the first time, 
one unavoidably has to say, “I'm sorry, 
what?" now and then, or simply pretend to 
understand him, but soon enough one 
adjusts, and it becomes obvious that 
Parkinson's has not slowed his brain, only 
Ms motor skills .Ali walks toward the 
doorway and looks back with a smile. 

‘Oh, have you seen Muhammad levitate 
yet?" Forburger asks. She suddenly 
becomes the female assistant in a Vegas 
act. With a sweep of her hand, she says. 
"Come over here. Stand right behind him. 
Now watch his feet Watch his feet." 

Ali goes still and silent, meditating. His 
hands'stop shaking. He seems to radiate 
something. A mystical aura? Ever so slow- 
ly, his feet 
rise from 
the floor, 
one inch, 
three inch- 
es, six 
inches. His 
hands are 
not touch- 
ing any- 
thing. 
“Ehtihh. 
Pretty' 
heavy, 

lie says. 
His visitor. 

familiar 
with the 
lore of 
All's levitations, yet easily duped, watches 
slack-jawed as foe champ floats in the air 
for several seconds. 

Come over here, Ali motions. To the 
side. "Look," he says. He is not really lev- 
itating. of course. He has managed to bal- 
ance" himself perfectly. Parkinson’s 
notwithstanding, all 250 pounds of him, 
on the tiptoes of his right foot, creating an 
optical illusion from behind that both of 
his feet have lifted off tbe ground 

The tricks have only just begun. He 
hauls out a huge grey plastic toolbox, 
opens it and peers inside. His hands now 
move with the delicacy of a surgeon 
selecting tbe correct instrument from his 


bag. For the next quaner-hour, he per- 
forms the simple, delightful tricks of an 
apprentice magician. Balls and coins 
appear and disappear, ropes change 
lengths, sticks turn colours. “Maaann! 
Maaann! Heavy!" he says. 

Then he turns to slapstick- Close your 
eyes and open your hand. The chomp 
places something soft and fuzzy in it. 
"Mmmm. Okay" Open." A fuzzy toy 
mouse. 

Ali beams at the startled reaction. His 
voice becomes louder, higher, more ani- 
mated "Ehhh!” he shrieks. "Kids go 
"Ahhhh! Ahhhh!" 

Tiy it again. This time it’s a cockroach. 
And again. This time fake dog doo. 

Ali closes his grey toolbox and puts it 
away, satisfied Perception and Deception 
What is going on here? In part it is just Ali 
amusing himself with magic tricks that he 
has been doing over and over for many 
years for anyone who comes to see him. 
But he is also, as always, making a more 
profound point. 

He has transferred his old boxing skills 
and his poetry and his homespun philoso- 
phy to another realm, from words to 
magic. The world sees Mm now, lurching 
a bit, slurring some, getting old trembling, 
and recalls that unspeakably great and gor- 
geous and garrulous young man that he 
once was. He understands that contrast 
But he is saying, nothing is as it appears. 
Life is always a matter of perception and 
deception. 

Poets and philosophers contemplate this, 
and boxers know it intuitively. (Ali ghost 
boxing before the Foreman fight “Come 
get me, sucker. I'm dancin’! I’m dancin'! 
No, I'm not here. I'm there! You're out 
sucker!") Back when he was Cassius Clay, 
he pretended that he was demented before 
fighting Sonny Liston because he had 
heard that the only cons who scared big 
bad Sonny in prison were the madmen. By 
acting crazy, he not only injected a dose of 
fear into Liston, he took some out of him- 
self. Life is a trick. 

The Islamic religion, to which Ali has 
adhered for more than 30 years, disap- 
proves of magic tricks, but be has found 
Ms way around that problem, as always. 

“When.. J-.rio..^... trick." he says now. 
He seems more easily understandable. Is 
he speaking more clearly or has the ear 
adjusted to him ? 

■I..^iways-^how...people..how 
...to..rio.-iL" He smiles. 

■‘Show._people..Jiow...easy.Jt..is...to... 

be...tricked-” 

Perception and deception. He has 
returned to his chair in foe office, with his 
black briefcase on his lap. Slowly and 
carefully he opens it up...cUck_.click..^nd 
looks inside as though he is examining its 
contents for the first rime. 

Tucked in the upper compartment is his 
passport Parkinson's has not slowed his 
navels. He’s ai home no more than 90 
days a year. Washington, Los Angeles, 
Louisville, Las Vegas in a week, doing 
good deeds. He visits schools, campaigns 
against child abuse, for more Parkinson's 
funding, for peace and tolerance. Every- 
one wants to see foe champ. Germany is 
clamouring for him. Its national television 
network just ran an hour-long documen- 
tary on him. 

Nexi to the passport is a laminated trad- 
ing card He lifts it out and studies it 
There's Ali next to Sugar Ray Robinson 
and Joe Louis. ‘Two of foe greatest fight- 
ers in the world,” be says. He pauses. 
“Mmraram. Both dead" 

Ali thinks a lot about death. Ageing and 
death and life after death. His philosophy 
is at once selfish and selfless. Publicity 
keeps him alive. He wants to stay alive so 
that he can make people happy and do 
good deeds. And “good deeds are foe rent 
we pay for our house in heaven." 

He is teaching and preaching now. A 
new poetry, slower, no rhymes, stream of 
consciousness, deeper meaning. 

“Make two hundred thousand a day. 
Signing Hundred dollars a picture Long 
lines. Bring in millions of dollars. 

I’m not fighting no more I'll sign for 
nothin.’ Give it to charity. Get foe money, 
give it to foe homeless. Give it to soup 
lines. If I see someone who needs some: 
here’s a hundred. Here's fifty. Soup ven- 
dor. Wina Old woman with varicose 
veins. Good deeds. Judgement. T m well 
pleased with you my son. Come into heav- 
en. 

Thai's eternal life. Maann! Maann! 
Look at all the buildings in downtown 
New York. People built them. They’re 
dead. Buildings still standing. You don’t 
own nothin’. Just a trustee. Think about it 
You die. This life’s a test A tesL Trying to 
pass foe test. I'm ttyin. Warm bodies. 
Shake hands. Gone. All dead now. Presi- 
dent Kennedy. Whatever colour you are. 
No matter how much money you have. 
Politics. Spots. You’re gonna die. 

Sleep is the brother of death." Ali closes 
his eyes. He starts snoring. Reopens his 
eyes. 'Turn over now. It's morning." Back 
to foe black briefcase. Stacked in rows 
along the bottom are a collection of little 
leather books, five of them, in red and pink 
and green. It turns out they are Bibles. 
Why he needs five in a briefcase is not 
clear. What he does with them is part of tbe 
mystery of Muh ammad Ali. 


The Crusade 

During the past several months, he and 
Lonnie and Thomas Hauser, author of Ms 
authorised biography, have made appear- 
ances around foe country promoting the 
cause of universal understanding and tol- 
erance. Ali and Hauser. Muslim and Jew. 
put together a little book entitled “Heal- 
ing” which they distribute at every stop. It 
contains quotations on tolerance from 
Cicero, Voltaire, Tboreau and Ali. The 
book was inspired by Ali's habit of comb- 
ing through foe Koran and other books 
and writing down phrases that he found 
moving. Hauser chose the title one day 
when he studied a series of wonds and 
noticed A-L-I in the middle of H-E-A-L-I- 
N-G. 

This crusade seems natural for Ali now. 
In the sixties, when he shed foe name Cas- 
sius Clay, which he dismissed as his slave 
name, and refused to be inducted into tbe 
military to fight in Vietnam, temporarily 
giving up his freedom and wealth and title 
in foe process, he stood as what Hauser 
called "a symbol of divided America." 
Now his popularity transcends politics, 
race, country and religion. He is universal- 
ly accepted as a man who stood up for 
what he believed in and paid the price and 
prevailed. He has endured enough intoler- 
ance to give the message deeper meaning. 
His shining eyes are the prize of peace. 

Ali takes the little leather Bibles out of 
his briefcase and places them on a table 
beside him. He peers inside again and 
conies out with a stack of paper. Each page 
has a typed message. He hands over foe 
first page. Could these be the quotations of 
tolerance and understanding he writes 
down each day? Read it Ali indicates, 
wordlessly, nodding his head. 

"If God is all perfect his revelation must 
be perfect and accurate. Free from contra- 
diction. . . . Since holy scripture is from 
God. it should be impossible to find mis- 
takes and conflicting verses. If it doesn't, 
you can't trust it 100 per cent There are 
many conflicting verses in the Bible." 

Ali smiles, gestures to take that piece of 
paper back, and hands over one page after 
another of contradictions he has found in 
the Bible. Some contradictions in num- 
bers, some about what Jesus was purport- 
ed to have said. "Ail in the Bible." Ali 
says, as be finally puts foe stack of paper 
bade in his briefcase. "Heavy." He points 
to a filing cabinet behind foe desk, wMch 
is overflowing with similar papers. It turns 
out that this is one of his favourite intellec- 
tual pastimes, searching his little leather 
Bibles for thousands of contradictions of 
fact or interpretation that have been cited 
by Islamic scholars. There seems to be no 



Ali has been a devout 
Muslim since disowning his 
‘slave name’, Cassius Clay 


malice in his hobby, though it is hardly 
what one might expect from a missionary 
of universal healing. 

Whar is going on here? The question is 
later put to Lonnie Ali. She is Ms fourth 
wife, wholly devoted to Ms well-being, a 
smart, funny and gracious woman, gradu- 
ate of Vanderbilt University, who started 
cooking for him when be was getting side, 
married Mm 12 years ago. and is serving 
more and more as his public voice. She 
knows that he is not perfect, but she also 
appreciates Ms larger meaning to the 
world. Muhammad, she says, is greater 
than Ms individual parts. He means so 
many things to so many people, and she is 
determined to preserve that, sometimes in 
spite of Mm. She has known him since she 
was 6 years old and growing up in 
Louisville in the house across foe street 
from his mother. Odessa Clay. 

Why is Ali doing this? She shrugs at tbe 
question. That, she says, "is part of tbe 
dichotomy that is Muhammad. Even 
when Muhamragd, was in foe Nation of 
Islam where they considered whites devils 
be was putting hole white kids on his lap 
and kissing them and loving them. 
Muhammad could really care less if a per- 
son is of another religion. But M uhammad 
found out that there are contradictions in 
the Bible and he’s hooked on that If he 
can get you to say, ‘Oh, look, I never knew 
that' then it's like he has accomplished a 
victory. Muhammad is a warrior. And he 
folds these little things to battle oven” 

There certainly seem to be more impor- 
tant battles now for Muhammad All Per- 
ception and deception. How sick 1$ he? 


Ali began showing signs of trouble as far 
back as 1980, when he lost foe heavy- 
weight title in his 60th and next to last 
fight, against Lany Holmes. He visited 
several medical experts over foe next few 
years and finally paikinsonism, a syn- 
drome related to Parkinson’s disease, was 
diagnosed Parkinson's is a slowly pro- 
gressive dis- 
ease, suf- 
fered by an 
estimated 
15 million 
Americans, 
that causes 
cells in foe 
middle pan 
of the brain 
to degener- 
ate, reducing 
the produc- 
tion of foe 
chemical 
dopamine 
and leading 
to tremors, 
slowness of 
movement, 
memory loss 
and other 
neurological symptoms. Its cause is 
unknown. 

People who suffer from parkinsonism 
have many of the same symptoms but in a 
milder and usually undegenerative form. 
Until recently, most of his doctors believed 
Ali had the syndrome, not the disease. 
Over tbe past 1 8 months that diagnosis has 
been changing and the belief now is foot 
he might have the disease. 

Some doctors who have examined Ali 
remain convinced that Ms ailment was 
brought on by foe pounding he took in the 
ring, especially foe brutal fights late in his 
career against Frazier, Foreman and 
Holmes. Mahlon DeLong, his F*aridnson’s 
physician at Emory University in Atlanta, 
and other experts argue, however, that Ali 
must have had a predisposition to foe dis- 
ease. They note that most “punch drunk” 
old fighters do not show signs of Parkin- 
son's, but more often suffer from some- 
thing known as Maitland syndrome, with 
intellectual deficits that Ali does not show. 

His disorder, in any case, is not as debil- 
itating as one might suspect from catching 
a brief glimpse of him. He is agile enough 
to dress himself each morning. He knots 
his ties perfectly. He lifts his legs to put on 
Ms socks. Laces his shoes. Slips on his 
Swiss Army watch. Feeds himself. Opens 
doors. Performs magic tricks. Reads Ms 
Bibles and Korans. Writes legibly. Talks 
cm foe telephone. Understands everything 
said to him and around him. Flips foe 
remote on his television to watch CNN 
and Biography and the Discovery Chan- 
nel 

“He doesn't need any help from me." 
Lonnie Ali says, meaning in the physical 
sense. "The only thing 1 may assist 
Muhammad with, because he is nearsight- 
ed and doesn't wear glasses, is shaving. 
He misses some spots.” His main prob- 
lem, die said, is that he shows little inter- 
est in keeping up with medical treatments. 
"1 can offer Mm all the care in the world. 
Ms doctors can give him all foe care in the 
world. It is up to him. Muhammad tends to 
ignore it" 

Finding tbe Key 

Ali is on the move now. heading down 
the steps and out onto the grounds of his 
88-acre fame It is an unexpected paradise 
at tbe end of the road in the middle of Mid- 
dle America, between South Bend and 
Benton Harbour. Once belonged to Al 
Capone, a mobster’s Mdeaway. 
*‘Found...macMne.»guns,” Ali says. There 
is a gentle pond, a gazebo where he prays 
to Allah, a playground few the youngest of 
his nine children, 6-year-old Asaad. whom 
he and Lonnie adopted at birth: acres of 
sweet-blooming perennials, woods at the 
edge of tbe field, foe Sl Joe River rolling 
by, wMte picket fences and wMte and 
green bams. 

On his way down the looping driveway. 
Ali cannot resist some playful sparring. 
His hands stop shaking as he bobs and 
weaves and dances backwards. His condi- 
tion seems irrelevant, or at least that is the 


point he wants to make. Could knock you 
out in 10 seconds. His middle looks soft 
until it is felt: like steel. 

At the turn in foe driveway he reaches 
foe far garage and his beige on brown Cor- 
niche sedan. He slowly eases himself into 
the driver's seat, then struggles out and 
onto his feet again, and starts fishing in Ms 

pants for 
the keys. 
He puCs 
out a set, 
examines 
them, 

picks a 
key. settles 
back into 
the car tries 
to insert it 
into the 
ignition. 
Doesn’t fit 
He starts 
over again, 
pulling 
more sets 
of keys out 
of his deep 
pocket. 
Two sets. 
Three sets. Four sets. Which is it? None fit 

He gets our again and walks to foe rear 
of the car and points to foe license: Vir- 
ginia plates with a ’93 sticker. "Haven't 
driven it in four years," he says. He leaves 
foe garage and walks toward foe fence, 
where a black Ford pickup is parked. The 
seat is too dose to the steering wheel for 
him. and he has a difficult time squeezing 
in. It takes him a few minutes, but now he 
is there, behind the wheel and he has a key 
that fits and foe engine starts and tie 
motions to climb in. 

As tbe truck reaches the front entrance, 
Ali stops, waiting for foe electronic gate to 
open. His eyes close. He starts snoring. He 
can fall asleep any time of day. his doctors 
say. but he often only pretends to, and peo- 
ple around him can never be sure if he is 
dozing or duping. 

Only a trick this time. The gate opens. 
The black pickup goes flying up the road, 
free and swaying. He always loved to 
speed. In foe old days he might take the 
wheel of the press bus at training camp 
and scare foe daylights our of the boxing 
scribes. He is doing it again. What is going 
on here? No reason to fear. Muhammad 
Ali is heading out to see the world. He is 
hungry, and he knows what he wants: 
some love and affirmation and a quarter- 
pounder with mustard and onions at the 
local McDonald’s. The love is there foe 
moment he pulls in die parking lot Every- 
one wants an autograph, and he joyfully 
obliges. They call him champ and hero 
an d pat his back and shake his hand and 
kiss him and smile at him and show him 
pictures and stare ar him. They say they 
will miss him if he moves, as be and Lon- 
nie plan to do before tbe year is out, down 
to Louisville, his hometown, where he is 
setting up a Muhammad Ali centre. He 
smiles back with his eyes. 

No need to feel sorry for the champ, he 
wants you to know. "My life is a patty," be 
says softly, chewing his quarter-pounder. 
"Every day. Imagine. Every day. Things 
are quiet here. Imagine how it must be 
when 1 go to New- York. Harlem. Detroit. 
Philly. Walk into a gym. The streets. Look 
at me. Imagine what it's tike.” 

After lunch. Ali returns to the farm and 
resumes a tour of foe grounds. He comes 
to a bam and slides open the door and 
looks inside. There, in the dim darkness, is 
an extraordinary thing. Look up in foe 
rafters. Trophies lining the hayloft beam, 
one bigger than the next Gathering dust. 
And attached to foe wall: a huge black- 
and-white blowup of the young All 
gloved hands aloft in triumph, after one of 
his tide marches with Joe Frazier. He stares 
at his own image, tbe greatest of all time. 

People often wonder about foe past; how 
beautiful it would be if they realised the 
present. Ali turns and steps out of the bam. 
He slides the wooden door to the right. Is 
it closed? He notices an opening on tte 
left He slides it to the left. Now there is an 
opening on the right. He decides to leave it 
thai way, a ray of light filtering in. and 
walks down foe pafo to his home. 




AH with his wife Lonnie and son Asaaf 


Dicks and treats 



Lending a hand to those less fortunate 
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Exports, not building houses, are key to Jordan’s 


growth — chief World Bank economist says 


By Tareq Ayyoub 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN A World 
Bunk official Tuesday said 
Jordan was not facing an 
economic crisis adding that 
growth rates discrepancies 
that appeared in the gov- 
ernment records should not 
cause panic among 
investors. 

John Page, the World 
Bank chief economist for 
the Middle East and North 
Africa region, emphasised 
that discrepancies appear- 
ing in the Kingdom's 


growth rates were -the out- 
comes of a “prediction 
mistake.” 

“We cannot say that the 
Jordanian economy is 
passing through a crisis but 
what happened is a disap- 
pointment over the expec- 
tations seen in light of the 
high growth rate figures 
recorded in the eighties.” 
said Page, who was 
addressing a roundtable 
attended by former minis- 
ters and businesspersons. 

“The dismay at the 
growth rates that have been 
achieved, whether five per 


cent or six per cent, is 
because they are being 
compared to the boom that 
prevailed in the eighties,” 
Page was quoted as saying 
in a statement issued by the 
Jordan Businessmen Asso- 
ciation which hosted the 
closed meeting. 

Page was referring to the 
discrepancies that surfaced 
in the government's growth 
rate figure for the years 
1996-97. which caused an 
uproar among the business 
sector in the country. 

In July, the government 
announced that economic 


growth rates in 1996 and 
1997 reached 5.2 per cent 
and 5.3 per cent respective- 
ly. but later declared that 
actual growth rates did not 
exceed one per cent in 
1996 and 2.5-3.0 per cent 
in 1997. 

Page said the growth 
rates for 1996. 97. 98 were 
not enough stressing that to 
push the growth process 
there are only two ways 
which have been globally 
tried during the 50 years 
that followed World War II. 

He named increasing 
investment rate and invest- 


ment efficiency as being 
the two ways, noting that 
(Jordan's) 23 per cent and 
24 per cent investment rate 
of the gross domestic prod- 
uct were satisfactory 
results in regional stan- 
dards. 

Noting that the bulk of 
investment by Jordanian 
expatriates are focused on 
housing projects, he 
emphasised: “Investments 
in Jordan should aim at 
creating a balance between 
commercial and non-com- 
mercial investments.” 

“We have to direct the 


expatriates’ priorities 
towards investing their 
funds and savings in the 
productive sectors instead 
of building houses," he 
stressed. “The challenge 
that faces Jordan is how to 
increase exports." . 

Page said regional cir- 
cumstances. such as the 
stalemate in the peace 
process and the change of 
the government in Israel, 
affect the economy of the 
Kingdom. 

“Such circumstances 
might create a deep impact 
on Jordan because they 


affect the behaviour of 
investors in this part of the 
world." he indicated. 

Page defended Jordan's 
privatisation process 

launched in the earlier 90s 
and said that it will be ben- 
eficial to give the private 
sector the opportunity to 
play a major role in the 
economy. 

“Jordan needs to priva- 
tise its institutions which 
will make private sector 
investments more prof- 
itable,” he said. 

“The state role should be 
confined to facilitate the 


activities of the private sec- 
tor to make it able to pro- 
duce and export and com- 
pete in the world markets, 
he added. 

The expert said Jordan 
should work quickly to ful- 
fil the requirements of. 
entering into trade partner- 
ship with the European 
Union, adding that all 
efforts should be made to 
enable exporters to 
enhance their competition 
opportunities. 


Labour ministry considers barring 
guest workers from more jobs 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Min- 
ister of Labour Mahdi 
Farhan on Tuesday said 
the ministry has intro- 
duced measures to reor- 
ganise the labour market 
with a view to helping 
Jordanian job-seekers 
find employment. 

The Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, quoted 
Farhan as saying that the 
Ministry of Labour has 
prepared questionnaires 
to gather information on 
job seekers’ qualifica- 
tions and experience, 
desired positions, and 
preferred places of 
employment. 


He added that the ques- 
tionnaire will help the 
ministry proceed m its 
drive to find jobs for the 
unemployed. 

Farhan also said the 
ministry is considering 
adding new jobs to a list 
of occupations which 
non-Jordanians are not 
allowed to take. Current 
ministry regulations bar 
guest workers from fill- 
ing 15 positions, includ- 
ing jobs in accountancy, 
teaching and office work, 
among others. 

Government sources 
last April said there were 
at least 100,000 unem- 


ployed Jordanians at the 
time, while 600,000 non- 
Jordanians were working 
in the country. 

Last November, the 
Centre for Strategic 
Studies at the University 
of Jordan published a 
study which found that 
between 22 and 27.5 per 
cent of Jordanians are 
unemployed. 

Farhan said that fol- 
lowing a ministry request 
that hotels and tourist 
businesses refrain from 
employing non-Jordani- 
ans, many hotels have 
now hired Jordanians. 

The minister noted that 
five hotels currently 
under construction will 
make at least 5,000 
rooms available upon 
completion in two years 
and, according to esti- 
mates. will create at least 
5,000 new jobs. 

The ministry is deter- 
mined not to issue work 
permits to non-Jordani- 
ans in the tourism indus- 
try except for certain 
specialised jobs, he stat- 
ed. 


According to Farhan, 
the Ministry of Labour is 
carefully studying a pro- 
posed minimum wage as 
part of efforts to substi- 
tute guest workers with 
Jordanians. But he said a 
minimum wage could 
also prompt small busi- 
nesses who cannot afford 
the increased salaries to 
lay off low-income 
workers. Farhan said sta- 
tistics available to the 
ministry show that 75 per 
cent of workers in Jordan 
receive wages above the 
ministry’s envisioned 
minimum wage level. He 
added that workers in 
major industries such as 
phosphates. insurance 
firms and banks receive 
good wages and are cov- 
ered by health insurance 
plans. • 

The minister said the 
remaining 25 : pef cent of 
workers are facing com- 
petition from ~ guest 
workers who accept low 
wages. 


Continuing 
speculation 
on Saudi 
riyal likely — 
local paper, 
traders 

RIYADH (AFP) — Pres- 
sure on the Saudi riyal will 
continue even as the king- 
dom’s central bank said it 
would resist speculators 
and ruled out a devaluation, 
a local newspaper and Gulf 
currency traders has said. 

“Speculation will contin- 
ue, but there will be no 
change in the Saudi Arabi- 
an Monetary Agency's 
tSAMA) determination to 
support the riyal and it has 
the means to pump dollars 
into the market,*’ A1 Iqtis- 
sadiya said. 

Gulf currency traders 
agreed that periodic specu- 
lation on the Saudi riyal is 
likely to continue as specu- 
lators remain convinced 
that the currency is overval- 
ued. 

Low oil revenues, shakey 
economic fundamentals 
and fluctuating global mar- 
kets have all been con- 
tributing factors and are 
likely to remain so, traders 
said. 

“This is the highest pres- 
sure on the riyal we've seen 
for some time. Oil prices 
are low and there is pres- 
sure on every emerging 
market at tite moment.” one 
Bahrain-based trader said. 

The riyal, which general- 
ly trades within a very nar- 
row margin, has seen small 
fluctuations over the last 
week as speculators sold 
riyals on the strength of a 
rumour that the currency 
would shortly be devalued. 



Amman Marriott Sponsors SOS Orphans 

MARTYN STANDEN, General Manager of the Amman Mar- 
riott Hotel, handing over a check to mama Fatima: the SOS 
mother of nine children. 

The Amman Marriott, a leader in global hospitality, extended 
their services to those in need by sponsoring nine children from 
the SOS Children's Village Amman in Tareq. The sponsorship 
began on the 2bth of August for the period of one year. In 
uddtion to the financial sponsorship, the Amman Marriott will 
be conducting regular activities with the children throughout the 
year at ihe Marriott, along with celebrating holidays and festiv- 
ities. The children will also be able to take pan in a number of 
activities being held at the Marriott. The children will also be 
exposed to the Hotel business as a possible career opportunity in 
their future endeavours. 


CONGRATULATIONS 

SEAT-Jordan held a draw on a SEAT Cupra on Sunday, the 
30th of August. 1998. The draw took place at the company's 
main branch in Tabarbour. where winner Ms. Sarnia Shibr was 
presented with the keys of her new car. 

The draw was attended by Mr. Moh’d Abu Sa'adeh representa- 
tive of the Amman Chamber of Commerce and by Mr. Moh'd 
Akeel representative of the Municipality of Amman: in addi- 
tion to Mr. Majdi Nashashibi General Manager and a signifi- 
cant number of SEAT owners and representatives of the press. 
The event is part of SEAT'S continuous efforts towards cus- 
tomer satisfaction, and its pursuit of excellence and commit- 
ment to quality. 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by Wayne Robert Wifflams 


ACROSS 
1 Drive forward 
6 Pupil of Plato 

15 eel 

16 Nutty desserts 

17 Sen-assurance 

18 Sadat and 
Mubarak, s.g. 

19 Not enough? 

20 Actress 
MacGraw . 

21 Niagara's 
source 

22 Operate 

23 Critters 

27 Mltfer or 
Landers 

28 Org. of Flyers 

29 City east of 
Tampa 

31 Gaming cube 

32 Compete 

33 Diligent 
searcher 

37 Takes place 
subsequently 

39 Theatrical 

group 

40 The Naked 
Ape* author 
Morris 

42 Novelist Conroy 

43 Gratuity 

44 Estrange 
48 Had a bite 
47 Saltonor 

Sargasso, e.g. 

50 Made certain 

51 Ghcsrs 
exclamation 

52 Caution against 

54 Assistance 

55 End-table item 

56 $A nation 

60 Watch kept 

61 Welder's device 

62 Flabbergast 

63 Compound 
combinations 

64 Nuzzled 

DOWN 

1 Penned up 

2 Hooch 

3 Beyond value 

4 Leisure 

5 Caustic 
substance 

6 Monkeyish 

7 Government In 
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By WlUy A-Wtoaman 
Naw York, NY 

power 

6 Freezing 

9 Sucker 

10 Lenars that 
explode 

11 MOybenybcy 

12 Small crown 

13 Last name in 
Communism 

14 City in the Ruhr 
valley 

20 "A Spy in the 
House of Love* 
writer 

23 Air sacs in the 
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24 Moltnaroand 
Martino 

25 produced milk 

26 Blew afr threw 
000*3 0060 

30 Twosome 

34 SwoSsh 
turnips 

35 Be a perfect 
example of 

36 Brought In new 
inhabitants 

38 Me, Thurman 

41 _ Plaines, IL 
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42 Outcasts 

45 Shade of 
meaning 

47 Q-tips, e.g. 

48 Ahead of time 

49 inert gaseous 
element 

53 Rep. Gingrich, 
to cronies 


55 Cftauffeur- 
driven wheels 

57 Final 
degree 

58 Little piggy 

59 Tax agey. 

60 Smart 

business 

vehicle 


Peanuts 




IF YOUR PEN PAL IS A 
6lRL,WHY DON'T YOU 
SAY, "0EARE5T PEN fiftl ''I 
OR * DARUN6 PEN PAL' ? . 


AND THEN 
SIGN IT 
*AFFECTlONATEL¥ \ 
YOURS " 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 

"Sas eere&n 



“No, I don’t know why women crave 
chocolate. If you don’t like M&M’s 
in your salad, just pick them out!" 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to farm 
four ordinary words. 
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ELLAP 


' ^ > 



PEKUPE 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

by Hand Arnold and Mta Aigilkxi 


No more rope, 
we have to 
go down 



WHAT HE EtfPEEl- 
EN Ca? WHEN HE 
FAfLEt? TO REACH 

the summit: 

Now arrange the circled letters » 
farm the surprise answer, as aufl* 
Sestod by the above cartoon. 
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(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday’s | Jwtfates: GUIDE ARBOR GAIETY LUNACY 


Answer. 


ARBOR GAIETY 
Seen and heard at a gym — 
BODY LANGUAGE 
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A review of news from the Arabic Press 

Gross domestic product estimated 
to grow between 5% and 6% 
at current prices this year 


** ACCORDING TO figures from 
the Department of Statistics, the 
Jordanian economy has recorded a 
noticeable improvement this year 
. compared, at feast, to the situation 
during the past two years. The sta- 
tistics showed that the gross 
domestic product at current prices 
grew by three per cent during the 
first half of this year and that the 
growth rate may reach between 
five per cent and six per cent at 
the end of this year. 

If taken at fixed prices, the esti- 
mates point that the gross domes- 
tic product will grow between two 
per cent and three per cent at the 
end of 1998. As such, an improve- 
ment has been registered cora- 

S ared to 1996 when growth was 
.8 per cent and is expected to be 
. around two per cent in 1 997. 

The estimates were based on 
growth improvement achieved in 
all sectors specifically the indus- 
trial and construction sectors 
which posted noticeable drop and 
were largely responsible for the 
decline m growth in 1996 and 
1997. During the first half of 
1998, the data shows that the con- 
struction sector has achieved a 0.4 
per cent positive growth com- 
pared to the same period in 1997. 
The industrial sector grew by 2.2 
per cent during the first six 
months of this year compared to a 
th of ‘ 


negative growtl 


nine per cent 


for the whole of 1996. 

The positive growth rate 
achieved by the industry this year 
was a result of higher volume of 
production at the "mining sector, 
mostly cement and potash which 
increased output by six per cent. 
Convertible industries also posted 
higher production as output rose 
by 1.4 per cent, the statistics 
showed. 

As to the rated of inflation, the 
figures showed that it reached 5.5 
per cent at the end of July 1998 
measured against the first seven 
months of 1997. However, the 
concerned personnel at the 
Department of Statistics expect 
inflation to drop to four per cent if 
the government lowers the prices 
of bread. The expectation of a 
lower inflation rate was seen in 
the context of a. drop in prices of 
many products and services espe- 
cially during the month of July. 
The vegetables were the main 
products which rose in prices fol- 
lowed by dairy products. In 1997, 
the rate of inflation was three per 
cent. 

Noting that the prices in general 
and, specifically, prices of vegeta- 
bles and fruits, usually decline in 
winter months, the department 
expects prices to drop in the com- 
ing few months (A1 Aswaq). 



HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1998 


G Block, Tribune Medio Services, Inc. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) Your intuition should be 
gpod regarding career matters. If you feel like talking to a 
friend about the job you’re doing, go ahead. This person 
may pot share y our career goals, but does share your 
radmsiasm fra:" living. Consequently, you’re more apt to 
tbat-will be fun as .well as lucrative! 
TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) You moved quickly yes- 
terday and began setting things into motion. You’re going 
for your dreams, not waiting any longer. Regardless what 
others day, you're going to make it happens. Today, pro- 
pel yourself further along that path. Build up the momen- 
tum and it will cany you for miles, clear through to your 
happy conclusion. 

GEMINI: (May 2! to June 21) Another good day to go 
shopping, be practical, spend money, fix tilings up around 
the house. Everything that was happening yesterday is 
still going on, but won’t be for much longer. Finish up this 
project ASAP. Tomorrow you’re going to want to do 
somet hing else, so don’t procrastinate a moment longer. 
CANCER; (June 22 to July 21) It looks like you and 
another person could work an excellent deal. You feed 
information to the other person, who connects with the 
one who’s got the money... and voila! The money comes 
into your account Are you selling something through an 
agent? Give it some consideration. This looks like the day 
foriL 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You could make your 
dre ams come true and wind up with more responsibility, 
self-esteem and admiration. Unfortunately, there's lots of 
hard woric required, but that’s to be expected. This is not 
winning the lottery. This is you making it on your own 
merits. Push yourself to the max. • 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) Ever feel like 
you’re doing just what you were put on this planet to do? 
You ought to get thar feeling today. It’s almost uncom- 
fortable, bur that’s only because you're not sure you’re 
going to do as good a job as you’d like. Well, guess what? 

It doesn't matter. You get to keep practising until you get 
it perfect 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Conditions in 
effect right now could make you tense. You’re a little wor- 
ried about money and what’s going on at home. You may 
Dot feel like you're in complete control of the situation, so 
go to your friends for consolation. They’ll tune you up 
and send you out ready to do battle again. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The good 
vibes continue, and so do the good things people are say- 
ing about you behind your back. The person you’d most 
like to impress is looking in your direction. Make sure 
you’re doing what required. Y'ou have the impetus you 
need to make it to the next level. Now, all you have to do 
is the homework. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) Most 
Sagittarians tend towards work involving travel, coun- 
selling or higher education. Perhaps you're an attorney or 
judge. Those are all professions Sagittarians do well. For 
this whole week, there's a definite push that will help you 
succeed, so start looking around for opportunities. They ^ 
should be plentiful. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) You're still 
on a roll. You can achieve just about anything under these 
conditions, so don’t waste your time on trivia. Start some- 
thing that's so exciting it even makes you a little nervous. 
How long has it been since you've had a vacation? You 
might be able to do a little business ai the same time and 
write the whole thing off! 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) It looks like 
there’s some sort of purchase that you and your partner 
need to agree upon. You’ve figured out what you want, 
but it seems the other person has something else in mind. 
This may be one of those decisions that goes to the high- 
est bidder. If that’s you, congratulations! 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You’re still in that 
optimal learning phase, so cram as much information into 
your eager brain as possible. You might actually be learn- 
ing something physical, like driving a truck or playing the 
guitar. You have to develop coordination and agility, but 
that will go very well today. Use the time wisely. 

Birthstone of September. Sapphire — Lapis Lazuli 


Morocco 
to set up 
plant for 
low-cost 
bicycles 

RABAT (R) — Morocco is 
to set up an 11.5 million 
dirhams (SI. 2 million) 
plant to produce low-cost 
bicycles for domestic 
demand, a trade ministry 
official has said. 

“An agreement is to be 
signed on Wednesday 
between the trade ministry 
and Morocco's Lejeune 
firm," he told Reuters. 
"Lejeune will build the 
plant in Kenitra (35 kilo- 
metres north of Rabat) 
with a capacity of 120,000 
bicycles per year." 

The bicycle will be sold 
at around $1 00 compared 
with the average price of 
between $200 and $300 for 
a locally assembled bicy- 
cle, the official added. 

With an initial invest- 
ment of 11.5 million 
dirhams, the project will be 
operational by year-end, he 
said. 


Wall Street’s Dow charges back, soaring 288 
points, in second-biggest point gain ever 


NEW YORK (Agencies) 
— Wall Street came roar- 
ing back Tuesday, with the 
Dow industrials recording 
its second-biggest point 
gain ever, a surge of 288 in 
response to a 512-point 
rout Monday. 

In another day of wide 
swings, the Dow Jones 
industrial average jumped 
143.41 as trading began, 
soon retreated to a loss of 
138.77, then shot up in 
spuns, with the buying 
picking up in the closing 
hour. 

The Dow, which had 
plummeted nearly 1,000 
points in the past three ses- 
sions alone, finished up 
288.10 at 7,827.17, a 3.S 
per cent gain, in extremely 
heavy trading, according to 
preliminary figures. 

At its high for the day in 
the final half hour of trad- 
ing, the Dow was up 
358.90 at 7,897.97. 

Broader indicators also 
shot higher, including the 
technology- heavy Nasdaq 
composite index, which 
was regaining about half 
Monday's record plunge of 
140.43 points. 

With one American in 
two owning shares. Wall 
Street wields tremendous 
power over personal 
finances in the United 
States. 

But many Americans saw 
their savings slashed Mon- 
day when the Dow Jones 
blue chip index tumbled 
512.61 points, or 6.36 per 
cent, on jitters over Rus- 
sia's financial and political 
crisis and Asia's continued 
economic woes. 

With Monday’s drop the 
Dow has lost 2.5 per cent 
from the beginning of the 
year and returned to 
November 1997 levels. 

Lured since 1993 by 
annual returns on stock 
market investments of 
around 30 per cent, small 
investors stumbled over 
one another to place their 
savings on Wall Street, 
either as individual 
investors or through invest- 
ment funds that now man- 
age more than $5 trillion. 

The rush to buy into the 
stock market led equity 
investments this year to 
suipass real estate as the 
investment venue of choice 
for most families. Stock 
portfolios accounted for 28 
per cent of family assets 
compared to 27 per cent for 
real estate. 

Fidelity, the largest U.S. 
fund manager, said Tues- 
day that with Wall Street's 
recent slide, some small 
investors opted for safer 
investments. 

According to Lipper Ana- 
lytical Services, Fidelity’s 
$73 billion MageLIen Fund 
lost .7.3 per cent in Mon- 
day's tumble and 20.7 per 
cent since the mid-July. 

“We've seen investors 
choosing to move money 
from equities to more con- 


servative vehicles such as 
money market funds and 
bonds funds," a Fidelity 
spokesman said. 

"However the vast major- 
ity of our shareholders have 
chosen to stay still," the 
spokesman stressed. 

While small investors 
proved resilient after the 
October 1997 dive when 
the Dow lost 7.18 per cent, 
it is unclear what extended 
losses could do to their 
finances. 

"There is no example of a 
bear market since people 
have started to invest heav- 
ily on stocks. The balance 
between stocks and fixed 
income financial products 
(in individual portfolios) 
was too little with srocks 10 
years ago. now it's slightly 
too much," said William 
Cheney of John Hancock 
Mutual Insurance Compa- 
ny. 

"How small investors 
would react to a prolonged 
downward tendency 

remains to be seen," he 
said. 

The sense of wealth 
brought by the bullish trend 
the market had enjoyed 
until August also has been 
one of the main engines dri- 
ving U.S. economic growth 
led by personal consump- 


tion. 

But a market crash would 
put the breaks on the Amer- 
ican economy, which is 
already running low on gas 
with the drop in exports to 
Asia. 

Monday’s Wall Street’s 
biggest plunge of the year 
served to fuel fears of 
recession in the United 
States, already feeding off 
turmoil in Asia and Latin 
America and Russia's own 
financial crisis. 

Analysts and traders were 
divided Tuesday on where 
the market and the econo- 
my were going, but ail were 
aware of risky times ahead. 

"With the collapsing mar- 
kets and continued weak- 
ness overseas, the risk of 
this turning into a recession 
is getting a little higher, 
maybe 50-50. This is get- 
ting me nervous,’’ said 
David Wyss, chief econo- 
mist at Standard and 
Poor’s. 

For Edward Yardeni. 
chief economist at 
Deutsche Bank Securities, 
consumption will be the 
key. 

“The biggest concern 
now is that consumers will 
stop spending. If we stop 
spending there could be a 
global recession." he said. 


David Mead, chief invest- 
ment officer at Harris Bank, 
put the onus on policy of 
the Federal Reserve (Fed). 

"Unless the Fed cuts 
interest rates we could very 
easily go into a recession.” 
he said. 

The Fed is under mount- 
ing pressure to cut rates and 
reduce gathering panic on 
the markets, but so far Fed 
Chairman Alan Greenspan 
has kept his own counsel. 

Alan Blinder, former vice 
chairman of the Fed. said 
the fallout from the Russian 
crisis “can only push the 
spectrum of debate” 
Towards a rate cut. 

U.S. Treasury Secretary 
Robert Rubin, returning 
from an Alaskan vacation 
late Monday, went straight 
to the Treasury in a bid to 
reassure the markets. 

“The fundamentals are 
strong,” he said, adding 
“the prospects for growth, 
low unemployment, low 
inflation continue to be 
strong." 

Rubin also took the 
opportunity to point the fin- 
ger at Japan, saying it was 
"particularly important” 
that the Japanese govern- 
ment "move ahead with 
actions to put its economy 
back on track so it can be a 


source of strength in Asia 
and around the world." 

Rubin's comments on 
fundamentals in the U.S. 
economy appear sound, for 
the moment and tell-tale 
signs of a recession are 
absent. 

Certainly growth has 
slowed in the second quar- 
ter to 1 .6 per cent, against 
5.5 per cent in the first 
quarter. But inflation at an 
annual 1.07 per cent and 
unemployment at 4.5 per 
cent are at their lowest lev- 
els in a generation. 

In Moscow on Tuesday, 
U.S. President Bill Clinton, 
in Russia for talks with 
"embattled President Boris 
Yeltsin, said that U.S. eco- 
nomic policy “is sound” 
and the United States 
would maintain budget dis- 
cipline despite Wall Street's 
huge seiloff. 

"We believe our funda- 
mental economic policy is 
sound,” he said in a speech 
at the University of 
Moscow. "We believe our 
people are working at 
record rates, and we are 
determined to stay on the 
path of fiscal discipline that 
brought us to where we 
are." 
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Many villas and 
apartments for 
rent and sale 
Furnished & Unfurnished 
I For more information call: 
Abdoun Real Estate 

1 5920605/5920609/079-30007 
Web Site is 
www.abdoun.com.jo 
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Quaffty Serviced Slates 

*One & Two Bedrooms *Fu% 
Equipped Kitchenettes *DaHy & | 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 

TeL: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 

e-mail : crystal® go. com. jo 
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t ho ur service 
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at our shop end get 
"'JUMBO photo size 
' 30% larger. 

* Fm* onlargamont 

20x30cm.^ 

Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
SweffiehTel: 822891 



Watches - Perfumes 
I . Sun Gleses - Leather- Pens 
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VB&4CE 


Visit Us At 

www.viparab. comhripgnt 


[Stub an infl Group - Abdoun 
Near American Embassy 
[Tel : 5933084 - Fax : 59330851 




,, FOR 
RENT 


MIRAMAR HOTEL 

AQABA 

Special Summer 

Lodging Rates 

**************** 

Single Room JD15 
Double Room JD20 
Extra Bed JD5 
_+Jax + Service 
T^d3/201434Mtl- 
rFax: 03/2014339 i 






Deluxe Villas 
and Apartments 


SRNRBEL 


Real Estate 

SWE1FIYEH 

A. Hajarat Complex 

t«l 5864230 -5865167 
Mobile : 079/37588 


24-HOUR TAX/ SERVICE 


ARRIVE SAFE AND SECURE 
ANYTIME, ANYWHERE IN OUR 

LONDON TAXIS 

BIUNGUAL SPEAKING DRIVERS 
AIR CONDITIONING 
MOBILE TELEPHONES 

AIRPORT SERVICE 
ALL OCCASIONS 

TEL: 4126379 

079-77390/66271 anytime 








Sampras 




breeze in 


NEW YORK i AFP) — 
World No. Is Pete Sampras 
and Martina Hingis moved 
closer 10 quarter-final 
show downs with Andre 
Agassi and Monica Seles as 
all won their first-round 
matches Monday at the 
U.S. Open. 

Sampras begun pursuit of 
his record-lying 12th Grand 
Slam singles title by beat- 
ing Germany's Marc 
Goel liter 6-3. 6-2. 6-2. 


while Hingis began defence 
of her crown by ousting 
Poland's Alexandra Olsza 
6 - 2 . 6 - 0 . 

On collision courses with 
the top seeds here are sixth 
seed Seles, who ousted 
Argentina's Florencia Labat 
7-6 (7/0j. 6-2, and eighth 
seed Agassi, who beat 
France's Sebastian 

Grosjean 6-4. 6-1. 6-4 in 97 
minutes. 

Sampras, seeking his fifth 


U.S. Open crown, won 
Wimbledon in July to move 
within one of Roy 
Emerson's all-time Slam 
singles record. He also 
wants to finish 199S atop 
the ratings for a record sixth 
year in a row. 

"The Grand Slam record 
is something 1 hopefully 
will achieve over the course 
of my career.*' Sampras 
said. ‘‘The number one is 
going to depend a lot upon 



Monica Seles 


what happens here in the 
next two weeks.'' 

Part of that will depend on 
Agassi, who won two hard- 
court cuneups and reached 
the final in another. He 
enters the S14 million 
event, the year's final 
Grand Slam tournament, 
with confidence. 

“I certainly do feel like 
it's time and I'm playing 
with purpose," Agassi said. 
“I know I haven't played 
my best tennis yet. I will be 
forced to step it up. I can 
play better here than I have 
all summer." 

Arthur Ashe Stadium 
court proved the quickest 
Sampras has ever played 
upon here. Agassi, who 
next faces France’s 
Guillaume Raoux, said the 
fast surface will help 
Sampras and defending 
chumpion Put Rufter of 
Austruliu. 

’The court is definitely 
quicker, There is no ques- 
tion itboui it.” Agassi said. 
"Pete is going to like this 
court. Rafter is going to like 
this court. It's going to hurt 
a lot of the Spanish play- 
ers.” 

Sampras, whose next foe 
is Paul Goldstein, said he 
was uncertain if the draw 
provided proper preparation 
for a quarter-final with 
Agassi. But he comes here 
confident 

“Winning at Wimbledon 
brings out the best in me. 
Since I have won here 
before, I come in here pret- 
ty confident" Sampras 
said. “I've created this stan- 
dard where if I don't win a 
major for a year something 
is wrong. That’s tough to do 
in this game.” 

Sampras also found it dif- 
ficult to compare his suc- 
cess to that of Emerson 
because tennis has under- 
gone three decades of evo- 
lution and a huge increase 
in players since those days. 

"The way I look at the 
record, it’s pretty much a 
number." Sampras said. “I 
try to compare my tennis to 
what I have done in the 


modern era. To compare the 
game to 30 years ago, it’s 
just too tough." 

Sampras said he has no 
greater desire for victory 
this year at the Open, even 
with tennis history at stake. 

"I’m not treating this U.S. 
Open any different than the 
previous ones." Sampras 
stud. "Any time you when 
Wimbledon it’s a good year. 
Sure it hasn’t been the most 
consistent year. But I will 
do everything I can to play 
my best tennis here." 

Sampras served II aces, 
the fastest at 131 mph, to 
dispatch Goellner in 84 
minutes. 

"The first match you are 
always on edge out there," 
he said. "I got off to a real- 
ly good start and played 
well. You just want to stay 
sharp, get used to the court 
and the surroundings, get 
into (he tournament." 

Hingis, who has- nut won 
u WTA title since the Italian 
Open in early May, won 12 
titles lust ycur but has stum- 
bled in four scmi-finuls and 
a title mutch since. 

"Of course lost year was 
better, but this year wasn’t 
as bad as I sometimes hear 
on TV — Martina Hingis 
was so beatable this year. 
Weil not by everybody,” 
Hingis said. "I don’t think 
my tennis has dropped as 
much as some of the other 
players." 

The Swiss teen sensation 
into the second round 
against World No. 21 Iva 
Majoli of Croatia, who has 
been ranked as high as 
fourth. 

Austria’s Thomas Muster, 
ranked 23rd, was the first to 
oust a seed, needing only 96 
minutes to eliminate 15th- 
seeded Spaniard Alberto 
Berasategui 7-6 (7/1), 6-2. 
6-3. He next plays 
Zimbabwe's Wayne Black. 

Wimbledon runner-up 
Goran Ivanisevic served 23 
aces to beat Australian 
Mark Woodforde 6-3. 6-4, 
6-4 in 87 minutes. The 
Croatian, a first-round loser 
here three of the past four 
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years, next plays American 
Todd Martin. 

“It’s so nice winning in 
the first round. Tt’s a -nice 
sign." Ivanisevic said. “If 1 
can continue to serve like' 
this it will be great." 

Tuesday's featured men's 
matches find defending 


champion Pat Rafter of 
Australia facing Morocco's 
Hicham Arazi and runner- 
up Greg Rusedski of Britain 
playing South Africa’s 

Wayne Ferreira. 

Women's action finds for- 
mer world number one 
Steffi Graf playing 


American Corina Morariu. 
Wimbledon winner Jana 
Novotna facing American 
■Jennifer CapnatT.- --Russia's-' 
Anna Koumikova against 
France’s Lea Ohirarch' antl 
1997 US Open runner-up 
Venus Williams against 
Germany's Elena Wagner. 


Tennis Glance 


NEW YORK (APi — A look ar the sights 
and rounds of the U.S. Open. 

• STARS 

Michael Chang captured his first title of 
!"9$. the MFS Pro Championships in 
Brookiine. Mass., with a 6-3. 6-4 victory 
o\ er Paul Haarhuis. 

' Steffi Graf beat Jana Novotna 6-4. 6-1 to 
v- in the Pilot Pen in New Haven. 
Connecticut, her first title since May 1997. 

• Patrick Rafter won die Hamlet Cup in 
Commack. New York, by defeating Felix 
Mantilla 7-6 i7-3j. 6-2. 

•SPEAKING 

“It's been a long way. but it's special to be 
here right 

now. io be at this point." — Steffi Graf, 
after winning the Pilot Pen International. 

"I definitely have u chance ro win if the 
draw opens up a bit. 1 have to keep my ener- 
gy level up, especially if the weather contin- 
ues hoi and humid, as it has been here." — 
Patrick Rafter, defending U.S. Open cham- 
pion. 

“My goal this year is definitely to win the 
tournament. I think there is no other options 
available.” — Venus Williams. 

“You can't look ahead, that's kind of the 
kiss of death." — Pete Sampras, a four-time 
U.S. Open champion. 

"Beatings ... there have been more of them 
than anyone can imagine." — Miijana 
Lucic. saying why she, her four siblings and 
her mother left her father and moved from 
Croatia to the United Slates. 

“If I slammed her, that was because she 
didn't behave nicely, never because of ten- 
nis." — Marinko Lucie, explaining why he 
hit his daughter. Mirjana Lucic. 

• STREAKING 

When Steffi Graf captured the Pen Pilot 
International in New Haven. Connecticut it 
kept alive her streak of winning at least one 
tournament title in each of the last 13 years, 
beginning in 19S5. Thai makes her third on 
the list. Martina Navratilova leads by win- 
ning a title for 21 consecutive years. 1974- 
W.Vith Chris Evert second with 16 years. 
197 1 -Sb. Tied for fourth with 10 consecu- 


tive years of winning at least one touma-l 
mem are Evonne Goo I a gong and Sandra! 
Cecchini. [ 

• SWARMING TO THE ACTION ! 

The Arantxa Sanchez Yicario-Juliej 

Halard-Decugis match at the Pilot Pen! 
International in New Haven. Connecticut.! 
drew a lot of attention. Play was suspended! 
for almost an hour when a horde of small j 
bugs joined the crowd of 7.13S paying fans, 
at centre court. The uncommon disruption, 
was the only blight on another Sanchez- 
Vicario victory. : 

• SOMEONE FAMILIAR? 

The U.S. Open came close to having two 
players named Conchita Martinez in the, 
women's singles draw this year. Seventh- j 
seeded Conchita Martinez of Spain will face j 
Miriam Oremans of the Netherlands in her. 
first-round match. But Conchita Martinez-' 
Granados, also of Spain. lost in the final; 
round of qualifying to Miriam Schnitzer of: 
Germany. j 

• STARTING THE DAY 

The New York Stock Exchange began its! 
week with Monica Seles ringing the bell. - 
The three-time U.S. Open champion was; 
accompanied to Wall. Street by Chase, 
Manhattan Bank Chief Executive Officer 
Walter Shipley. Chase is the sponsor of the, 
women’s singles championships at the U.S. 
Open, is the title sponsor for the season-end- : 
ing Chase Championships at New York's! 
Madison Square Garden, and is a year-round ; 
corporate partner of the Corel WTA Tour. 

• STRAIGHT HOME 

Rod Laver is back home in Newport! 
Beach, California, much sooner than his! 
dociors expected following a stroke. Dr. 
Eric Aldrich, a neurologisC said the tennis, 
star will undergo therapy at home for up to a : 
year. The 60-year-old Laver suffered the j 
stroke July 27 during taping of a television, 
interview. 

• SITES TO SURF 

U.S. Open: www.usopen.org 

Tennis Magazine: www.tennis.com 
ATPTouriwww.atplour.com 

Corel WTA Trariwww.cnrciu.tainur.cum ! 


Casagrande 
receives six 
month 
suspension 

MILAN (AFP) — Italian 
rider Francesco Casagrande 
w as handed a six month sus- 
pension by the Italian cy cling 
federation here on Tuesday 
for returning two positive 
drugs tests this year. 

The 28-year-old, who 
recently won the San 
Sebastian Classic and is 
ranked fifth in the world 
standings, returned an illegal 
level of testosterone and 
epi testosterone in April’s 
Tour of the Trentino and the 
Tour of Romandy in May. 

Casagrande, who was team 
leader for French outfit 
Cofidis in July’s Tour de 
France until he was forced 
out following a foil, had 
claimed that foe high levels 
returned was due to natural 
causes. 

“I took six or seven tests 
and they weren’t always pos- 
itive. That means that my 
natural level of testosterone 
is variable." he said. 

"If I had been using banned 
susbstanccs. they would all 
have been positive." he 
added- 

The Italian in a bid tn prove 
his innocence had accepted 
the invitation of the UCI. the 
sport's world governing 
body, to undergo endocri no- 
logic tests at the Biochemical 
Institute in Cologne but the 
guilty verdict is likely lo cost 
him his ride with Cofidis. 



.resiaem jacques cn'rac awards juventus hinn’s Zinedine Zidane the Legion of Honor during a ceremony wit 
the players of the French national soccer team at the Elysee palace in Paris Tuesdiv <s*n i iqoc ceremwn y 
year’s World Cap. (AP Photo/Jacques Brinonl * P luesdaj. Sep. 1, 199S. France won U» 


Chirac presents French team with Legion of Honour 


PARIS (AFP) — French President 
Jacques Chirac presented France’s 
victorious World Cup squad with 
one of the country's highest 
awards. Knights of the Legion of 
Honour, here on Tuesday. 

The President, who also awarded 
the honour to former coach Aime 
Jacquet and made World Cup 


organiser and French football ins 
legend Michel Platini an officer «>! 
the order, said that their 3-0 win 
over Brazil in July's final should 
be used by ordinary French people 
a way of gelling over their 
everyday problems. 

“I would like the French people 
who are returning to the daily grind 


frnm ihcir holidays not to forget 
the World Cup and always keep it 
close u» their hearts." he said. 

They should not just regard it as 
■i sporting achievement but as a 
victory for all French people." he 
added. 
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William Jones Basketball Tournament 

Jordan must beat Korea today 

after 55-44 win over UAE 


By Samir Janakat In Tkftvan 
and AJeen Bannayan in Amman 

JORDAN'S MEN'S basketball team 
Tuesday beat the UAE 55-44 in their second 
match at the 21st International William 
Jones Basketball Tournament currently 
underway in Taiwan with 10 teams taking 
pan. 

Jordan will now have to beat the Korean 
team Wednesday to ensure qualification to 
the second round alongside Chinese Taipei 
as tournament regulations stipulate that the 
host team qualifies to the semifinals, regard- 
less of its results in the preliminary round. 

The Koreans beat the UAE 80-65 and had 
the day off Tuesday before playing Jordan. 

To guarantee qualification, Jordan has to 
win Group 1 since taking second place in 
case Taipei does nor take first place will 
drop Jordan out of contention because 
Taipei will then qualify with the first placed 
team. 

Jordan missed a good chance to beat 
Chin ese Taipei Monday when they lost to 
the hosts 77-72 in the final three minutes of 
their match. 

However, on Tuesday the Jordanian team 
was in control of the match although the 
lineup greatly missed four key Jazireh play- 
ers who did not join the team following their 
clubs decision to withdraw their national 
team players citing "bias against the club.” 

Their teammates Ayman Du’eis and 
Ashraf Samara seemed to be less effective 
on the offensive side coupled with the 
absence of substitute centre K am.il Helou 
who was hospitalised after abdominal pain. 

Jordan led 10-2 in the first five minutes 
and 29-34 to win the first half 33-25. 

Scoring came as follows: Hilal Barakat 14, 
Mohammad Shamali 12, Nasser Bassam 11, 
Ayman Du'eis. Fadi Saqqa 6, Ashraf 
Samara 4, Faisal Nsour 3. 


Jordan is playing in Group 1 alongside 
Chinese Taipei, UAE, Korea, Malaysia. 
Group 2 includes Japan, Thailand, Saudi 
Arabia, the Philippines and Costa Rica. 

The lop two teams in each group will play 
in the semifinals while the rest will play for 
5th- 10th places. 

Jordan’s team had a training camp in 
Athens and hosted the Iraqi national team in 
preparation for tbeweek-long event. 

The team includes veterans Hilal Barakat 
and Yousef Zaghloul, in addition to Nasser 
Bassam, Faisal Nsour, Fadi Saqqa, 
Mohammad Shamali, Ayman Du'eis and 
Ashraf Samara. Jan Sahlieh and Kamal 
Hilou were recalled to the lineup after 
Ma’an Odeh, Husain Lutfi and Yousef Abu 
Bakr, Ala* Bilbeisi of AI Jazireh withdrew. 

Jazireh players unable 
to join team 

Although the Ministry of Culture and 
Youth seems to have convinced Al Jazireh 
Club to send their players to join the team 
and ensure an advanced standing for Jordan, 
the issue seems to have been diregarded by 
the Jordan Basketball Federation (JBF). 

According to press reports, JBF president 
Mudar Majdoub called up federation offi- 
cals in Amman noting that be received the 
the ministry’s letter late after it was mis- 
placed adding that it was “too late now to 
send the players to Taiwan." 

Majdoub said the JBF demanded an apol- 
ogy from Al Jazireh Club who “dealt a 
heavy blow to the national team by pulling 
out on the night of their departure.” 

The JBF had named two other players 
(one from Orthodox! and another from Ahli 
clubs) to the 20-player lineup after Jazireh 's 
four players declined play. 


Novotna rises to second 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Czech star Jana 
Novotna rose past American Lindsay 
Davenport to second in the WTA -rankings 
re/eased here on Monday as the US Open 
began. 

But the move came one week to late to do 
Novotna any good in the final Grand Slam 
tournament of the year. Novotna is the third 
seed at the $14 million event while 
Davenport is second. 

Seedmgs were based on last week's rank- 
ing position. 

Swiss teenager Martina Hingis is ranked 
number one by 801 points as she attempts 


to defend her U.S. Open title. 


1. Martina Hingis (Swi) 5641 

2. Jana Novotna (Cze) . -4840 

3. Lindsay Davenport (USA) 4830 

4; Arantxa Sanchez (Spa ) 3626 

5. Venus Williams (USA) 3123 

6. Monica Seles (USA) 2839 

7. Conchita Martinez (Spa) 2396 

8. Irina Spirlea (Rom) 2204 

9. Nathalie Tauziat (Fra) 2161 

10. Patty Schnyder (Swi) 2105 

1 1 . Amanda Coetzer (Rsa ) 2017 

12. Mary Pierce (Fra) 1957 


Moscow conditions OK — 
Russian athletics officials 

MOSCOW (AP) — Facing the bills. money is to be awarded at 

a potential boycott by com- About $5 million in prize the meet, 
petitors over the country's 
economic and political cri- 
sis, Russian officials 
assured there will be no 
safety problems for partici- 
pants in Saturday's IAAF 
Grand Prix final. 

Their comments came 
after about 50 top athletes 
signed a petition last week 
calling for the prestigious, 
season-ending meet to be 
moved to “a more serene 
venue." 

The International 

Amateur Athletic 

Federation has insisted the 
event will go ahead as 
planned at Moscow's 
Luzhniki Olympic Stadium. 

But it's not clear how many 
of the 180 athletes will be 
no-shows. 

“I can understand those 
who expressed safety con- 
cerns about coming to 
Moscow," Russian Athletics 
Federation president 
Valentin Balakhnichev was 
quoted as saying in The 
Moscow Times on Tuesday. 

“But I can assure you and 
everyone else that personal 
safety will not be a factor 
here." 

Claiming Moscow is safer 
than many other athletics 
venues around the world, he 
said the athletes had been 
unduly influenced by 
alarmist media coverage of 
the Russian crisis. 

“1 have to remind you that 
it was in Atlanta, not 
Moscow, where during the 
1996 Summer Olympics a 
bomb exploded in the 
Olympic park,” 

Balakhnichev said. 

He admitted that the eco- 
nomic crisis has caused 
problems in organizing the 
ineet. On Monday, the elec- 
tricity and phones at the 
federation’s offices were 
shut off for failure to pay 
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Commercial office in attractive 
location in Swayfieh, 350 square 
meter. With modern decoration. 
For interested people call on 

TeL No. 5828386 from 8 am -4 pm. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

IN BAYADER 

Consists of 4 bedrooms (one master), dining and 
Irawing, central heating, car park, garden. 

.ocation: 500m from the U.N. HQ. 

Tel.: 5824505 


FOR SALE 

A piece of land, area: 10,234 sq.m. 
Location: Irbid - Ajloun, all facilities available, 
more details write to: Mr, Faisal Ahmad, P.O. 
Box 57, Irbid - Jordan 
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Minister unveils Pan-Arab 
Games logo and mascot 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Minister of 
Culture and Youth Talal Al 
Hass an Wednesday 

unveiled the mascot and 
logo for the 9th Pan-Arab 
Games which will be held 
in Amman next summer. 

The minister noted that 
the logo, designed by Ahed 
Haddadin, included the 
colours of the Jordanian 
flag, the logo of the Arab 
League which sponsors the 
event, in addition to the 
torch. The mascot depicts 
Jordan's official bird. 

The technical committee 
of the Jordan Olympic 
Committee iJOC) this 
week also set the final date 
for the Games to be held 
Aug. 15-31. 

However, recent reports 
noted that athletics, one of 
the most important events 
at the games, mighL force 
the rescheduling of the 
event as the Pan-Arab 
Games coincide with the 
World Athletics 

Championships. 

A recent meeting of the 
Arab Athletics Federation 
in Damascus discussed the 
issue and decided to send 
Jordan a memorandum to 
change the date towards the 
beginning of August noting 
that the world athletics 
body, the IAAF, had asked 
regional and national feder- 
ation not to hold any events 
in that period. 

Representatives from 
Arab countries noted that 
otherwise their athletes 
would not compete at the 
Arab Games. 

However, JOC technical 
committee chairman Sari. 
Hamdan. insisted that . 
would not be a major prob- 
lem. 

“We can reschedule the 
athletics events to start at 
the beginning or towards 
the end of the games, 
depending on the most suit- 
able arrangement for all” 
he said. 

Last week, the minister of 
culture and youth named 
Issam Aridab, the min- 
istry’s secretary-general, as 
director of Pan-Arab 
Games. 

Jordan Olympic 

Committee (JOC) Vice- 
President Mouaffaq 

Fawwaz said 19 federations 
which had submitted their 
plans to the JOC to get 
funding for their prepara- 
tions for the Games had so 
far received JD250.000. 

He said the funds covered 
coaches' salaries, training 
camps, hosting teams for 
friendlies, players' alloca- 
tions including transporta- 
tion fees, and dietary 
needs. 

So far, 12 primary games 
have been set while the 



other 7 are still undecided. 

If over five countries 
express willingness to com- 
pete in a certain event then 
more games can be added 
to the original list. 

There are 10 compulsory 
games for men and option- 
al ones which the host 
country could add. The 
compulsory events are: 
Basketball, athletics, gym- 
nastics, volleyball, hand- 
ball, swimming, soccer, 
wrestling, weightlifting and 


cycling. Optional ones 
include squash, taekwondo 
and karate. 

The eight compulsory 
games for women are: 
Basketball, athletics, gym- 
nastics. volleyball, hand- 
ball, swimming, taekwondo 
and karate. 

Fawwaz reiterated that 
the Asian Games held in 


Bangkok in December will 
be an invaluable opportuni- 
ty to prepare and assess the 
Kingdom’s . teams’ pre- 
paredness. 

The government has ear- 
marked JD1I million for 
the Pan-Arab Games with 
JD4 million allocated for 
spending this year. 

Since " the Arab Sports 


Federation (ASF) advanced 
the date of the upcoming 
Games to 1999 instead of 
2001. the Council of Arab 
Sports Ministers increased 
aid to the Kingdom to 
enable it to prepare infra- 
structure and update sports 
facilities ahead of the 
largest gathering of Arab 
youth. 

Aid from the Arab 
League had been raised ic 

5200.000 while the Council 
of Arab Ministers will grant 
$1,000,000 instead of 
$700,000. 

Additional sponsorship 
for Jordan's bid will be gar- 
nered through slashing the 
50 per cent ASF margin oi 
profit on promotion and 
television coverage in addi- 
tion to selling television 
broadcasting rights to pri- 
vate companies, which 
would secure millions 
needed to cover costs. 

Infrastructure plans 
include the building of a 
multi-purpose indoor stadi- 
um at Al Hussein Youth 
City with a capacity for 

7.000 spectators: an 

Olympic-size swimming 
pool; a track and field sta- 
dium and electronic timing 
machines. 

The resr of the facilities 
would be utilised at private 
universities and education- 
al institutions that have 
already expressed their 
willingness to host some of 
the events. 

Lebanon, which hosted 
the Sth Pan -Arab Games 
last summer, received S2S 
million from Saudi Arabia 
and Kuwait to help in con- 
struction of sport facilities 
destroyed during the civil 
war. 

The 1997 Beirut Game 1 * 
witnessed the best 
Jordanian showing since 
the Pan-Arab Games were 
launched. Competing in 14 
of the 20 events. Jordan fin- 
ished Sth overall among 19 
compering countries, tak- 
ing a total of 40 medals, 
including 10 gold. S silver 
and 22 bronze medals. 

Jordan's athletes gained 
more gold medals in Be inn 
than in all the past 7 Pan- 
Arab Games together 
where they took a total of 
49 medals, including 7 
gold, 16 silver, 26 bronze. 

" The Amman Games will 
be followed by a Special 
Arab Games for the 
Handicapped. 

The Pan-Arab Games 
have only been held eight 
times: Alexandria in 1953, 
Beirut 1957. Casablanca 
1961. Cairo 1965. 
Damascus 1976, Morocco 
1985. Damascus 1992 and 
Beirut 1997. 
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ARABIC COURSES STARTING 

COLLOQUIAL JORDANIAN ARABIC 
NEW METHODOLOGY 
GUARANTEED SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED PROGRESS 
REGISTER NOW 
FOR 

Autumn Course 1998 
( 5 September to 21 October 1998 ) 

Registration days: 1 and 2 September 1998 from 1100 to 5:00 pan. 
Class days and times: Sundays, Tuesdays and eveiy other Wednesday 
from 18:30 to 20:30 
Course FeesJD 120 
Suitable for complete beginners 

For further information please contact: 

Telephone:* 00 X 962 X 6 ) -1613368. 4636147 / 8 
Fax:(- 00 X 962 )( 6 ) 46 133S9. 465641 3 

Registered in England as a charity no. 209131 
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i2 News 



Iraq: CIA ‘sacrificed’ 


ex-arms inspector 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — Iraq 
charged thar the CIA “sacri- 
ficed" former weapons inspec- 
tor Scott Ritter because the 
crises he provoked were weak- 
ening the U.S. position within 
the U-N. Security Council 

Ritter was “confusing 
inspection and spying missions 
and was fabricating crises," the 
director general of Iraq's 
national surveillance commit- 
tee Hossam Mohammad Amin 
said on Iraqi television late 
Monday. 

“He is mostly responsible for 
the crises between Iraq and the 
U.N. Security Council" Amin 
said during a programme enti- 
tled ‘The Fall of a Spy." 

Iraq has repeatedly accused 
the former weapons inspector 
of being a spy. and U.S. televi- 
sion network CBS has report- 
ed that Ritter was being inves- 
tigated by the FBI over allega- 
tions he had passed secret doc- 
uments on Iraqi disarmament 
to Israel, charges which Ritter 
has denied. 

“Ritter was spying for the 
CIA and Israel and even admit- 
ted in March that the commis- 
sion was cooperating with file 
Israeli intelligence services 
and., bad discussed the disar- 


mament programme in Iraq 
with the (Israeli) authorities," 
Iraqi Oil Minister Amer A1 
Rashid said on the same pro- 
gramme. 

“After char projects in Iraq 
were unmasked, the American 
intelligence services sacrificed 
Scon Ritter by forcing him to 
resign." Rashid said. 

He said Ritter's resignation 
was carried out at the instiga- 
tion of Charles Dueller, deputy 
head of the U.N. Special 
Commission (UNSCOM) on 
disarming Iraq. 

“We are convinced that 
Ritter’s resignation was 
orchestrated to get the com- 
mission exit of its crisis." he 
said. 

Iraq on Monday called for a 
U.N. investigation into alleged 
links between UNSCOM and 
the CIA. 

Ritter, long a thorn in the side 
of the Iraqi authorities, 
resigned from UNSCOM last 
week, saying Washington and 
the United Nations lacked the 
necessary resolve to cany out 
the investigations of Iraq's 
weapons programmes. 

The former U.S. Marine said 
the nature of the inspections, 
which target the elite military 


units close to Saddam Hussein, 
are “inherently confrontation- 
al." 

“Unfortunately there are 
people, who include policy 
makers in Washington and 
London, who feel that con- 
frontation is not the solution" 
he said 

'The United States does not 
want to take the difficult 
actions required to compel 
Iraq, to bring Iraq back into 
line.” 

Iraq on August 5 said it 
would suspend all cooperation 
with UNSCOM until the 
organisation is restructured 
and removed from U.S. influ- 


ence. 

The Security Council 
denounced Iraq's decision to 
suspend cooperation, but held 
back from threatening military 
action. 

The oil embargo imposed for 
Iraq's 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
can only be lifted once 
UNSCOM and the 
International Atomic Energy 
Agency certify that Iraq no 
longer has biological, chemical 
or nuclear weapons or missiles 
with a range greater than 130 
kilometres. 


Arab League to send panel to 
Libya to discuss Lockerbie deal 


Agencies 


THE ARAB League will 
send a delegation to Libya 
Wednesday to hold talks on 
the stalled Lockerbie- 
bombing trial deal, the 
League's Libyan represen- 
tative, Salma Rashed, said 
Tuesday. 

An Arab diplomatic offi- 
cial said the trip was part of 
Arab League secretaiy gen- 
eral Esmat Abdul Meguid’s 
“efforts to find a quick solu- 
tion to the affair" 

Rashed said the delega- 
tion will hold talks in 
Tripoli Thursday on a “for- 
mula” for a Lockerbie trial 
to be submitted to the pan- 
Arab organisation's 22 for- 
eign ministers during their 
September 16 and 17 meet- 
ing in Cairo. 

“This formula will repre- 
sent the united Arab posi- 
tion." she said after meeting 
Abdul Meguid. 

The Libyan representative 
did not say whom the dele- 
gation would meet in 
Tripoli. But. she said, “we 


are expecting positive 
developments” 

Abdul Meguid “is still 
waiting for the U.S. and 
British response to details 
requested on the conditions 
for handing over" the two 
Libyan suspects in the 198S 
bombing of Pan Am flight 
103 over Lockerbie, 
Scotland. 

Libya last week wel- 
comed an offer by Britain 
and the United States to 
hold a trial in the 
Netherlands using Scottish 
law and Scottish judges for 
the two suspects in the 
bombing, which killed 270 
people. 

But after first saying that 
Tripoli accepted the offer 
with “no conditions" 
Libyan leader Muammar 
Qadhafi called last week 
both for negotiations on the 
procedures of the trial and 
“guarantees'' on the fate of 
the suspects, demands 
which have been rejected. 

Libya also insists that the 
Arab League pass in its 
upcoming ministerial meet- 


ing a resolution demanding 
the “immediate" lifting of 
the sanctions by Arab coun- 
tries. 

Switzerland has urged 
Libya to accept U.S. and 
British demands to hand 
over the two suspects for 
trial , the Swiss Foreign 
Ministry said on Tuesday. 

Ministry officials relayed 
the message to the Libyan 
charge d'affaires in 
Switzerland on Monday, 
according to an official 
statement 

Livio Zanolari, foreign 
ministry spokesman, told 
Reuters: “Switzerland 

expressed its opinion that 
Libya should send these two 
people to the Hague...it is a 
way to combat terrorism. 

“Terrorism also threatens 
Swiss people who go 
abroad." 

The United Nations 
imposed sanctions on 
Tripoli in 1992 over its 
refusal to extradite the sus- 
pects for trial in the United 
States or Britain. 


Israeli settlements refuse 
to fence themselves in 


TEL AVIV (API — The 
army has asked Jewish set- 
tiers' in the West Bank and 
Gaza Strip to build fences 
around their communities, a 
proposal settler leaders 
rejected Tuesday as ineffec- 
tive and an obstacle to 
future expansion. 

The army's request came 
after several attacks on 
Jewish settlers by 
Palestinian militants, 

including the shooting 
deaths of two settlers ouf- 
side the West Bank settle- 
ment of Itzhar last month. 

The army said it sent the 
request to settlements that 
don't have a security fence 
yeti Israel army radio said 
2J of 144 settlements, 
including Maaleh Adumim 
and Givoi Zeev near 
Jerusalem, were asked to 
build fences. 

Settler leaders said fences 
were ineffective and would 
create a siege atmosphere. 
“They (the army) should 
close off the (Palestinian) 
villages since the attacks 
come from them," said 
Yehudit Tayar. spokes- 
woman of the Jewish 
Settlers Council. 

Benny Kashriel. mayor of 
Maaleh Aduraim. said he 
would not meet the army’s 
request because it would 
send the wrong message to 
residents. "In Tel Aviv and 
Jerusalem there were also 
attacks but does th3t mean 
we should fence in the city 
centres. 1 * he said. 

Settlers also oppose such 
boundaries since they might 
be an obstacle to future 


Israelis protest early 
release of ‘Dayan attacker’ 


expansion. 


TEL AVIV (AFP) — Israeli lawmakers, prosecutors and 
police voiced anger Tuesday over a decision to grant an early 
release from prison to a Jewish militant jailed for attacking a 
member of parliament. 

Yisrael Lederman. 61, was arrested in October 19% for 
throwing scalding tea in the face of Yael Dayan, a Labour 
member of parliament and daughter of the celebrated general. 
Moshe Dayan. 

Lederman, a resident of the radical Jewish settlement in 
Hebron, attacked Dayan as she visited the area during tense 
negotiations with the Palestinians over the transfer of most of 
the city io self-rule. 

Dayan strongly supported the Israeli withdrawal, which was 
ultimately carried out in January 1997 over the protests of 
local Jewish settlers. 

Lederman was sentenced in April 1997 to three years in 
prison but is to be released Sunday for "good conduct." prison 
authorities said. 

“This is a shocking decision because Lederman had disci- 
plinary problems in jail and the judges who condemned him 
said he was a violent political criminal," Dayan told reporters. 

Dayan said that since Lederman ’s early release was 
announced Monday she had received death threats from right- 
ist radicals. 

“Anonymous callers tell me ‘the next time it won't be only 
tea'." she said. 

The state attorney's office also issued a statement criticising 
the parole board's decision to grant Lederman parole and sev- 
eral police officials were quoted in Israeli newspapers Tuesday 
saying the move would encourage far-right militants to cany' 
out attacks. 

Lederman. a former member of the outlawed anti-Arab 
group Kach. was sentenced to 20 years in jail in 197S for mur- 
dering a Palestinian. 

He was released from jail after serving only three years of 
the sentence. 

The parole board's decision to release Lederman came as 
Israeli security services warned of a possible increase in vio- 
lence by far-right militants designed to force a halt to negotia- 
tions with the Pales tinians on further transfers of West Bank 
land to the Palestinians. 

Security measures have been increased around government 
officials said io favour the pullback and police have formed a 
special unit to counter vigilante attacks against Palestinians by 
radical Jews in Hebron. 



BACK TO SCHOOL: Children climb over the school wall in the Baqa'a Refugee camp, in Amman, on the first day 
of school on Tuesday (AFP photo) 


China sideswipes U.S. over Sudan attack 


BEUING (R) — China side- 
swiped the United States on 
Tuesday over the U.S. missile 
attacks on targets in Sudan and 
Afghanistan, saying terrorism 
should be eliminated through 
the joint efforts of the interna- 
tional community. 

“The Chinese government 
expresses concern about the 
situation caused by the U.S. 
missile attacks in Sudan and 
Afghanistan." Foreign 

Ministry spokesman Zhu 
Bangzao tdd reporters. 

The United States launclted 
missile attacks on targets in 
Sudan and Afghanistan on 
August 20 in retaliation against 
bomb attacks on two U.S. 
embassies in East Africa on 
August 7 which lolled 263 
people, including 12 American 


citizens. 

“We advocate dealing a blow 
to terrorist activities through 
the joint efforts of the interna- 
tional community based on the 
U.N. charter and the norms of 
international laws and under 
the principle of respecting the 
sovereignty and territorial 
integrity of all countries," Zhu 
said. 

‘This is an effective way to 
solve and eradicate terrorism," 
he said without elaborating. 

Washington has defended 
the missile attacks, saying the 
Sudanese target, the El Shifa 
pharmaceutical plant in 
Khartoum, was producing 
ingredients for chemical 
weapons. 

Hie United States has said 
the plant was partly financed 


by Osama Ben Laden, a Saudi- 
bom dissident accused of mas- 
temrinding the embassy bomb 
attacks. 

Washington accuses the 
Saudi millionaire of running a 
global “terrorist" network from 
bases in Afghanistan. 

Sudanese leaders have stren- 
uously denied the charges, say- 
ing El Shifa only manufactured 
medicines. 

Zhu said China had been 
always been opposed to any 
form of terrorism and 
denounced the bomb attacks 
on U.S. embassies in Kenya 

and Tanzania. 

On Monday, Chinese Vice- 
Premier Qian Qichen toki a 
special envoy of the Sudanese 
president during a meeting in 
Beijing that China was “deeply 


disturbed’' by the U.S. missile 
attacks. 

Sudan's Foreign Minister 
■Mustafa Osman Ismail said on 
Sunday his country had no 
business or political links with 
Ben Laden. 

Ismail said Ben Laden left 
Sudan for good in 1995 at the 
request of the Sudanese gov- 
ernment because of wide- 
spread allegations he was 
involved in other bomb attacks 
around the world. 

The U.N. Security Council 
has deferred a decision on 
Sudan’s request for a U JM. fact- 
finding mission to investigate 
the activities of the El Shifa 
plant 

China is a permanent mem- 
ber of the U.N. Security 
Council 
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Sudan declares emergency after flash floocF 


KHARTOUM (R) — Floods 
in northern and eastern Sudan 
may have affected up to 
100.000 people in recent days, 
the head of the Sudanese Red 
Crescent Society said on 
Tuesday. 

Omar Osman Mahmoud 
told Reuters the Gash River 
had broken its banks on 
Sunday and flooded western 
pans of the city of Kassala. 
about 450 tan east of 
Khartoum. 

“According to preliminary 
estimates about 10.000 fami- 
lies have been affected, or 
about 70.000 people." he said 
“About 1.000 lo 1 .500 families 
have lost their homes." 
Sudanese media reported on 
Tuesday that the government 
of Kassala declared a state of 
emergency and closed all 
schools. 

The independent daily news- 
paper A1 Usbua quoted Arafa 
Alj Awad AI Karim, a state 


minister, as saying that tens of 
thousands of people were liv- 
ing without shelter. 

Sudanese Interior Minister 
Abdul Rahim Mohammad 
Hussein went to Kassala to 
inspect the situation and 
promised to provide tents, 
food and medicines. 

There were no immediate 
reports of casualties in the 
flash flood caused by heavy 
rain in the Eritrean highlands. 

Mahmoud said floods in the 
Darner region, about 270 tan 
north of Khartoum, where the 
Albara River meets the Nile, 
had inundated Artoti island last 
Thursday. 

“The floods washed away 
everything. About 1,200 fami- 
lies lost their houses and plan- 
tations," he said adding that 
the islanders had been evacuat- 
ed to higher ground on the east 
bank of the Nile. 

Mahmoud said 20,000 to 
30,000 people were thought to 


have been affected in the 
northern area, but details were 
sketchy. 

Officials monitoring river 
flows upstream say more 
floods are on the way, with 
water levels in the Atbara 
River and Nile areas to the 
north likely to match or exceed 
those reached in 1988 floods. 

“Next week it will be high- 
er," Ahmed Adam, undersecre- 
tary at the irrigation and water 
resources ministry, told 
reporters. 

“Yesterday's level in 
Dongola was the same as in 
1988. but inflows from the 
Atbara River [upstream] are 
now 400 million cubic metres 
per day, compared to 280 mil- 
lion cubic metres in 1988," he 
said 

Adam said the flow of water 
in the Atbara River, fed by trib- 
utaries from Ethiopia and 
Eritrea, had swollen to a total 
of 12 billion cubic metres in 


the past month, equalling its 
average yearly flow. 

Improved monitoring and 
forecasting had allowed the 
authorities to give early warn- 
ing to people at risk and this, 
along with lessons learned in 
previous floods, helped min- 
imise casualties, Adam said 

He said Sudan had suffered 
major flooding in 1946 which 
had not been repeated until 
1988. “Since then we have had 
three floods — in 1994, a 
slight one in 1996 and now 
1998." “Maybe it's to do with 
a change in the global climate 
or El Nino." he sad. Another 
factor might be increased sedi- 
ment from the Ethiopian high- 
lands, which was changing foe 
nature of river beds, providing 
soil rich in nutrients, but clog- 
ging irrigation canals. 

“Sudan has to face every- 
thing, floods and shortages." 
Adam shrugged. “We are at 
foe mercy of the river.” 
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Economic restructuring vital, 


S. Africa says as NAM heads arrive 


DURBAN (AFP) — South African 
Deputy President Thabo Mbeki said 
Tuesday that boosting the Non-Aligned 
Movement's (NAM) impact on world 
economic restructuring was the key issue 
of this week's summit here. 

Finding agreement on “how wc 
approach the question of the restructuring 
of the world economy so that it impacts 
on foe needs of foe developing countries," 
was. Mbeki said, “the single most impor- 
tant" issue at stake. 

The deputy head of state, due to take 
over from President Nelson Mandela 
when he retires next year, was speaking at 
a press conference on the eve of a summit 
of heads of state of the 113-member 
organisation as world leaders, including 
Cuba's Fidel Castro, began arriving in 
Durban. 

South Africa, as foe organisation's 
incoming chair, wants economic restruc- 
turing centre-stage of foe summit, but dif- 
ferences over nuclear policy, terrorism 
and the conflict in Democratic Republic 
of Congo (DRC) also loomed large over 
the meeting. 

Mbeki said there were “one or two 
issues around which there is particular 
discussion" as delegates and foreign min- 
isters worked to finalise a document to 
present to beads of state for endorsement 
during the two-day summit. 

He revealed that South Africa was 
attempting to facilitate a compromise on 
the nuclear row he( ween neighbours India 


and Pakistan. 

A source close to the talks told AFP 
Tuesday that delegates had worked 
through to the early hours of Tuesday to 
try lo break the deadlock. ‘They worked 
most of the night but foe guys have not 
come out of their bunkers yet" 

Mbeki rold journalists: “There is a 
process that Ls going on there between 
South Africa and India and Pakistan on 
this particular mailer of nuclear tests. 

“We have entered into discussion 
directly with both governments and will 
be meeting again here to see how we can 
lake that particular matter further." 

“The Non-Aligned Movement is dis- 
cussing this issue among themselves. 
Quite what will be agreed in the end, I 
don't know’. Wc have to wait for the out- 
come of those discussions." 

Mbeki said he believed it was possible 
for the assembled leaders to speak with 
one voice on terrorism, but hinted at sharp 
differences among NAM countries on 
Washington's missile strikes on suspected 
terrorist targets in Sudan and Afghanistan, 
‘The issue being discussed fay Foreign 
minister is not terrorism as such but 
some formulations which have to do with 
the actions taken by the United States 
with regard to Afghanistan in that regard" 
The buiJd-up to Wednesday's summit 
has been overahadowed by the DRC con- 
flict. on which U.N. Secretary General 
Kofi Annan will hold an emergency sum- 
mil with African regional leaders 


Wednesday. 

Annan, due to arrive in Durban from 
Johannesburg Tuesday, will hold a press 
conference Wednesday at 6:00 p.m. local 
time, the summit organisers said. 

Mbeki 's assessment was upbeaL “I’m 
quite certain myself that there will be a 
ceasefire. There will be a withdrawal of 
foreign troops. Agreement will be entered 
into with regard to regional security 
arrangements around central Africa.” An 
emergency summit of the Southern 
African Development Community 
fSADC) chaired by Mandela in Pretoria 
10 days ago called for a ceasefire and 
troops standstill, but the war continued 
unabated, with foe involvement of 
Angolan, Namibian and Zimbabwean 
troops, and according io Kinshasa, 
Ugandan and Rwandan forces. 

However, on Tuesday, Angolan author- 
ities in Luanda strongly implied in state- 
ments that they considered thar allied 
troops from southwestern Africa had 
done their job securing foe DRC capital 
Kinshasa and that it was now up to Kabila 
to reach a political settlement wifo his 
foes. 

‘ Angolan President Jose Eduardo dos 
Santos left for Durban Tuesday, with 
Luanda's official radio saying he could 
meet Annan later in *e dav. for talks 
which would notably covers’ Angola's 
own shaky peace process. 



'Clinton should 
stay at home, 
marry Lewinsky’ 


Orient Express 
returns to Istanbul 
after 18 years 


ISTANBUL (AP) — The 
famed Orient Express 
rolled into Istanbul to a 
red-carpet welcome 

Tuesday after an 18-year 
absence. A janissary band 
playing old Ottoman tunes 
and people dressed in tum- 
of-foe-century costumes 
greeted the 120 passengers 
— elegant ladies and gen- 
tlemen in Panama hats — 
at Sirkeci train station. The 
Orient Express, established 
in 1883 and connecting 
Paris to Istanbul, was foe 
first ever international lux- 
ury express train. 


Barcelona’s Fashion 
Cafe falls out 
of favour 


BARCELONA (AFP) — 
Just 18 months after its 
glitzy opening, Barcelona's 
Fashion Cafe seems 
already to have lost its 
allure, as management 
admits that insufficient 
returns are forcing it to 
close down. Its supermodel 
shareholders Naomi 
Campbell. Claudia 

Schiffer. Elle McPherson 
and Christy Turlington 
turned out in December 
1996 to launch the cafe 
with cool credentials. But 
initial fascination wifo foe 
venue, which is officially 
said to be closing “for ren- 
ovation," wore off quickly, 
despite its prized central 
location, restaurant, night- 
club and regular catwalk 
shows. 


Tyson, in 
fender-bender, 
restrained by 
own bodyguards 


GAITHERSBURG (AP) 
— Mike Tyson was 
involved in a minor auto 
accident and had to be 
restrained by his own 
bodyguards from fighting 
the driver of the other car. 
police said. The former 
heavyweight champion 
complained of chest pains 
after Monday's accident, 
described by police a* 
minor in this Washington, 
D.C.. suburb. No one was 
arrested. Tyson was. a pas- 
senger in the Mercedes 
convertible driven by his 
wife, Monica Turner, wbo 
apparently struck the car in 
front of hers, said Derek 
Baliles, a spokesman for 
the Montgomery County 
police. 


‘Top secret 
party’ in Alaska 
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MOSCOW (R) — On foe 
eve of a long awaited 
Russia-U.S. summit, 
nationalist deputy Vladimir 
Zhirinovsky told Russia’s 
State Duma lower house 
that U.S. President Bill 
Clinton should stay at 
home and many Monica 
Lewinsky. While his fel- 
low-deputies’ minds were 
on Russia's economic and 
political crisis, Zhirinovsky 
advised the American pres- 
ident to leave his wife for 
Lewinsky, a former White 
House intern with whom he 
has admitted to having had 
“inappropriate" relations. • 
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JUNEAU (AP) — They 

wore sunglasses in the 
pouring rain. A few blew 
kisses or waved to the com- 
mon folk. Bodyguards 
stood by while trinkets 
were purchased in gift 
shops. More than 500 of 
the world's most famous* 
well-to-do and well-con- 
nected flew in to Alaska s 
capital Friday for a '*foP . 
secret" party aboard a posh . 3 ^ , 

cruise ship. It was being : W v e v,h 1 hr 
thrown by Microsoft »- hc *- 

founder Paul Allen for fol- 
low billionaire Bill-Gate*' 

On hand were acfof 5 
Candice Bergen, Debbte 
Reynolds, Dan Aykr°yu 
and Jeff Goldblum.'^ 

Titanic director JaflteS 
Cameron among others- 
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